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To the Judicious and hnlmrtial 

R li A D E R. 

(!iiiiiiri)u< Ri'ikIi'I', 

of I'ly (lay drciuns contiunfd (Ik; hope 
Ili:il husiness cares nup,li(' some day relax 
;aiiiicienl!y lo p(;rmil devotinj!; (he liiiu; 
lUMi'ss.iiy to a earel'iil perlonuaiue (iC \vha( 1 felt 
wiiiild he an ai^reeahle (ask. the writinj!; of a hook 
(in (he life of lliiK many-sided man, Ihrnjamin 
J'’ianklin, dealing primarily with his aclivities as a 
pi inter, nsinj,i; ihe. word in (he sense which it pos- 
sessed in his time, wlum it included piintint;;, ed- 
itinjf, )tnhlishintf, and adverlisinip 

Many years ap,o I he)', an lo colleiT on a modest: 
scale what is known as h’lankliniana hooks re- 
latiii)' i‘t l•'ranklin's history, editions of Ids writintiis, 
spi’cimens ol' the proiinct ofhis press, reproductions 
ol' his [loiiiaits, etc., and as the collection jiirew my 
wonder increased that althout'h benjamin !''rank- 
lin himself placed so much emphasis upon that 
|)art of his activities which related to printin)?, 
anion).; all I he piihlishcd hooks ahout him and his 
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acconiplisIimc’ntsllH'ir w.iMini ... , . 1 . \ i. 

phase of his caieer. 

Reference (o this f.ici w.i-. m i.i.’ -n ilir .ti 
banquet in hoiioi of the .nini\ 1 1 m. --I l i inl 
birth of the Foot Uiclt.inl m rhil.idt 1] 

January 17, lytb, in an .kMh ''- ).\ Mi Ho 
S. Houston, |)resi(Irnl the \ •...i iied \i 
tisinp; Clubs of the Woi 1 ( 1 . Mi tl'-o i"ii ..liil 
the year iqi6, l>ecause of the h. .h line, "I 1 In twt 
annual convciulon of the 1,0. <1 \<i\eiii 
Clubs in Phila(lel|tliia, with tin l.oiMnty. 
grounds of the Uuivci:.ii>' ol reiot .\ K .nu.i, \\| 
Rcnjatnin Franklin lonnded, .i‘. the mih- ol 
sessions, would be a p.iriieul.iiK .ii.(.io|.ii iie 1 
For the publication of sndi .1 lu.i.l,, .on! be did 
die honor to noniinale nie Im it', .iitthoi .lop, 
Ollier tasks were in hand that piev . nit d inn 
Hate adoption of thi' siij'/je-aion, ■•.. iti 11 ilie u. 
‘ould not he promptly bcjpin, and oat .e(|iii nih 
las therefore had to he peiloimed i.itu \s b.u h 
icdly in order to keep ilie [tniMii c a . 1.1 ilaie ol 
uhlicaiion, a slatenu'Jii 1 make bet an .> ol 1 ie(;i' 
il appreciation of the fai'i that ii oaiM iiav< In 
lucli hetter done. 

As to the physieal .'aim tine o( tb. \obinie, 
as l)een the atm to make ii loolotio t'. [n>j'i.i|) 
ally somewhat iieaily to tin- -avle <1 ibe boo 
rinted by Henjaniin i'‘r.inklin. lb- b t.l po-iti 
eas as to hnokmaking, a>; will be n in (be ipi 
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tatidiis IVoin liis writinjjs, and we liavn ondcavoital 
to ])r()(lii(o a l)<H)lc that would nuai with his ap- 
proval could lu; have opportunity to pass jiidi,pnctU' 
upon it. 

(iialcfitl acknowlodjpticnt (or invaluable service 
in connection with the preparation t)!' the book is 
nuido to Messrs, lleniy k. Hidleii, ol Nevvaik, N. 
J., Waller (lilliss and ICdiniind (J. (Jk'ss of New 
York, and Df. William j. Campbell and llarrie A. 
Hell <)(' Philadelphia. 

7V/C Autuok. 





‘ Ik 




M'hc 

C () N 'r E NTS. 

1, *///<’ Ciolouics ot tfh' HvgiiDilng of 

the I Wth (U'N/ury iiiul the f>'/rst Anierican 
Pfl/ltl’/'S. l’U}|C I 

I'tiKfig }‘r<iNhl(/j t/f (t ** f^r/t/ters Devil." 12 
V//f* I'irsf '"'loftrist" .Printer, 29 

in Snniiie/ Keiwerx Shof> in Plii/ndel/i/iia. 33 


yonrneymnn Printer in Lomlon. 40 

(), .1 Plnn of Life, 50 

y. In PhiliulelfPiii rlgnin ns Porenmn of 

Kei/ner's Shof>, 58 

8. 7 '//(’ Nev' h'irn/ tf \''rnnkHn and Meredith. 61 

Pnhlisher and Ihoheller. 68 

10 . dhe l\nn.\yhtniiit (inti,eft.e, 95 

11. Poor Riehnrd's rUmnnnak. no 

12. ./f n Pnsiness Man. 1^9 

1 T Pnrtnershi/>\'. 13^ 

i,|. d'v/ufonnder. 1 5 ° 

I j(. 'I he Prirnte IWss nt Pnssy, 161 

If). ..iihertiser nnd .Pro/nignndist, 166 


XI 



The CON'ri'NC 


xii 

17. 77 w Fin( Jmrnari Uun..' t,c, 

18. Literary .V/i’/i’, 

19. Literary U'oihi.. 

20. Literary I'tieaJw 

21. T/ie f,ove of 

22. Public Het-viee, 

23. "Our" Peujamia h'ra/U/in. 
Index 



I ir* ‘it* ' ' ' i' * >1' ’ft* ' *»•' ‘ ti * ' ,1 I t (, * < ,1 t ‘ (4)1 I i > I ('(,\> 



I'fi •;>. i*\s . o, lii . , (I , ,,.i, ^^u ,tu» 

i'l^i •,!> i)h * * Hi‘* 'll'* * ii'>' ** II »*'* ii%' t ji i' '* ii^V V JVj' *' ( j 

I'Uc 

1 1, 1, ij s 'r R A 'r I {) NS. 


Hi'iijtimi)! \'r,inklin'\ I'urfriiif l-rof///\iiitY,', 


I'i/h’ P<n\i' kJ' thi' i‘l P.uil/thw," i*;j)rr y 

Rft ord of iPifiiiiin l-'m/t /din's lU'/V/i, i ^ 

'I'if/i’ }\iyr />)• 'y tilth's I'riiiikliii, 1 

“'/'//f* Nt'-h’ l•.tlyJ,l>hl (loui'titt/," ?,;V '23 

hiili'fu'iiih'iit /r/iiy^." 36 


'/VV/t' I'l/yt' <f*' r/if Rdiy;ioii if Niifiirt* Dflin- 


etiti'il." /|4 

Fi'iiiilliii' t Ditiyy'tuii fur l),ii/v (Unuliict, 55 

'I'itlt' I'liy’t" f *'T/tt' lliUm y of t/w Owf/Zr/x” 63 
I'irsf tiiitl I'oiirt/i Pityy y t/h' " Pliiltulclfdiisi'lif 


y.t'ituuy;. 

1 > 


70 

71 

'I'itlt' Pity/ 

'if 

^'‘Plh' 

pMt/tttX tf Ihfi'il/." 

Ph 

'Pith' Pity/ 

'if 

"(Utto 

Vi Monti Distil hn," 

7 '\ 

'Pith' J*tH''i' 

f > 

'if 

'*./ ‘Pn’iity if l''rii'ihlshif>." 

75 

/'/'/•, 1/ I'lty/ 

'if 

'''Pin- 

. Itth-rii iiii /I lity;ii:diie. ' ' 

76 

p'irst Pity/ 

'if 


( ii'/irnil Mity'irdih'.” 

77 

'Pith' Pill- 1' 

T • 

'if 

1 . 

'iitii/oyyti' op Piiu/tuP 

79 

'Pith' Pity/ 

<lf 

/ 

tit')' from till' Ri'v, .Mr. 


(h'o. ir/iitr/M" 


Bo 



XIV 



Title Page of “ A Collection of . HI the 
‘•The Tecriy Verses of the Printer's l.nA" 
Title Page of T. Cicero'^ Cm fn iMafr." 
Index Page from *‘The Cnto AInJor. ' 

First Rending J^nge (f'*The (into Aln;<'r. 
Pages kSImt’ing Ty/>e Jrrnngemrnt oj " I h,- 
Onto MnjorP 

Bill to Thomns Penn for I'rinting. 

Bill to the Li hr dry Cnnnlutny for Printing. 
Parker's Inventory. 

First Page of The {fmversnl l/htrnctor," 
First page of The Pennsylvania ilnwefte." 
Advertisements in **The Pennsylvania da 
zette." 

Broadside Advertising the IVondetful AV;.’ 
Microscope. 

^'Kalendnrium Pennsih uniiense. ' ' 

^^ylpolh Anglic anus, ' ‘ 

Title Page of*A^oor Richard's .•llmanacl:." 
Inside Page of ‘'Poor Richard's .-I I/nan, n k," 
Pocket Edition of" Poor Richard's .llmanach." 
Franklin's Designs for leafier Money . i 

Type Used at Passy. 

Initials Cast from Matrices Oicned hy Frank ■ 
/in. 


5 U. 

!'7 


‘D 

i}() 

•/>) 


[nt; 
I 1 I 
1 l.l 
I I 0 
I ? 

I • ' ^ 

' VS’ 
1 Vx 

I 



The I r.I.U S r RATIONS, xv 


'ry[H' Sfuriint'ii S/nrfx /u//,v/ />y }v'>ijii/iil/i 

l‘'riini‘ll>t liiit:/ii\ \ 

h'irxf l\iyy of ii l\ini/>/ilt-f I'rintrd of l\i.uy, 
'Vithi Ptfyy >;f*'-^ Modaf \<',n((ui)y info 1\if)cr 
('.nnymy." 

Titli' of*'P/<nn Trufh” 

Siij>{di'>/h‘>it to ** T/ty Hoxfon ! ilhroU" 

hlyf 

Tifly of '^C.ool i'houylits on Vithlic /If- 

fairs:' 

Thy Jirxf. ..hnyriyiiii Cartoon, 

I'lay; Diwiyyiyd hy TrankUn, 
h'irxf Piiyy' of '^i'hy Sftyrtafor.” 

Two Tyrxt'x in b'ranh/in' c Ryforn/yJ /l/fihahyf, 
Tifly Payy o/' li\'/>yri/nynfx iiml Ohxyrvationx 
on h'dyyfrii 'ify:’ 


'59 
1 63 

1 69 
171 

'73 

'7.5 

‘77 

‘77 

I H9 
1 94 

206 


Tif/y Payy 0/' **()rnvryx dy M. I'ranhiin:' 20H 
Tif/y Payy of Virxt PJitionofthy'^Antohio- 
yy'tiphy." ?<io 

Tif/y l*iiy;y of ro/nnty hy 'y amyx Ralfdi. 5 >i,l 

Thy “!?■>;// ary now my ynymy" l,yffyr. Z17 

Tif/y /^nyy of Syrmon y/chnow/yilyyinf P'ran/t-' 
lin'x Cijt of l\oolix, 2?. 3 





BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
PRINTER. 


CHAP. I. 

The Colonies at the Beghjning of the 
Eighteenth Century and the First 
American Printers. 

the beginning of the Eighteenth Century, 
A ten Colonies stretched up and down the 
Atlantic Coast in North America, which, 
although they had been settled by representatives 
of different European nations, all acknowledged the 
sovereignty of Queen Anne of England, who, 
lately come to the throne, was soon to leave it to 
give place to that long line of German Georges 
that was to play so considerable a part in the 
affairs of the New World. England claimed 
greater dominion in North America than the 
narrow fringe of settlements along the Coast, 
but was actually in possession westward, only to a 
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2 The First Ann •rinin 

line louglily mniked by (lie Allii’.ii‘n\ Mufini.niis; 
farther to the west w.i^ N<\v Im.ihh-. nnl i.t iltr 
soutli aiui soiUluvi‘!!t w.i^ New 'P on 
Among tlie coloiiisis, in .idiliin'ii (*> ilic ( tii;li'li, 
were Scotch, liish, Welsh. Kieutli. Don It. (hi 
mans, Swedes, Danes, and I'tpani.utls I lie \\ I'.tldt. 
icst of the I'inglish scltleis livetl in itn’ <'0111, 
pailieulaily in Viigiin.i. ulicie b.nl •, tub’d dir 

Royalists, 01 (’av.ilicis. diivni I I ni-i oid l>\ ihr 

successes in die civil wais <>1 Dlivci ( ‘l■'itlu^ II ,iii,| 
his Roundheads. Conii.isictl widi ilic.c m. lit- 
erals wore the {icoigians. Inoiii'.lo "'ci .i It v'. \c,ii, 
after the opening of the teuiniv Inmi I’ltidcli 
debtor jirisons by Dgledioi[ie, ami die I'niii.in-, 
of New Kngland, with dicii .ui’.icic icIitMnii, 
tenets and disiegard of oppoiiuiiiiif . in l.ts op 
stores of this world’s good'.. In N'iii^mi.i oi.c inn .i 
hold properly inoidei toexeoi’.c die i iii.’^. o’- ntdit 
to vote; in New Kngland he niuM be .i im inlu i ni 
the Chureli. 

Most of the denomination', .ind need’, m n'ln<- 
ion were represented. In Viigjiii.i in be -..nnl 
from cteriuil daninaiion me. ml tonbtiioiiv in ihr 
rules of the established cliincii, v.bdc tbe rmit.m 
in New I'ingland, having lied liom s',li.tt b* n-.. 
gardod jis per.seention by ih.it ’.ame • t . le a.i .tn .il 
institution, placed his leliance piim ipalK npiiti die 
teachings of the Ilible; and the (.jiial.ci l.ng.ely 
disregarded both and believed tli.tt one nnibl bml 
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a solution of his spiritual problems only in the 
dictates of his own heart. 

On the bleak shores of New England the diffi- 
culties arising from repellent natural conditions 
inculcated in the people habits of industry and 
frugality. In the south, where nature was more 
generous in the distribution of her favors, large 
plantations were operated by wealthy owners, and 
luxury and indolence were in evidence. 

The population one hundred years after the 
landing of the first shipload of colonists on an 
island in the James River, in 1607, is not known. 
No census was ever taken, and the estimates vary 
between one half million and one million souls. 

There were three large towns — Boston, New 
York, and Philadelphia, naming them in the order 
of their size. Even their population cannot defi- 
nitely be given. Cotton Mather, who would 
seem to be a credible witness on most subjects, 
said, of the population of Boston, two years be- 
fore the opening of the century, that it was “more 
than eighteen thoufand.” Herman Moll, pub- 
lisher of an “Atlas Geographus,” who ought also 
to be a good witness, said in 1719: “Bollon is 
reckon’d the biggeft Town in America, except 
fome which belong to the Spaniards. ... Its 
inhabitants are reckon’d about 12,000.” Cap- 
tain Nathaniel Uring, in his “Voyages and Trav- 
els,” published in 1726, said: “The Town is near 
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two miles in Iciiglli and in Ionic pl.ucs ilncc- 
quaitcrs of a mile broad, in wliicli .iic iciktmM 
4,000 hoiifes; mod of them aic Iniill wiih buck 
and have about 18,000 inhabitants.” 

In 1700 New York cont.iincd lev, than six 
thousand population, of whom nc.iily one half 
were ncf>iocs. Some aiistoei.ttie laniilies .iie said 
to have owned a.s many as (il ty slaves. New \\ n k, 
although having been under I'atglish tide Ini ncaily 
half a ccntuiy, was still a Dutch town and most 
of the sights and .sounds wete Dutch; gable-i'iid 
houses, streets that weic little mote than nanow, 
crooked lanes, cobblestone siilewalks, but withal 
“clean, compact, tidy.” 

Philadelphia wa.s chartered as a city liy Williatn 
Penn in 1701, at which time it had seven hundird 
buildings and forty-five lumdreil inhabitants, hav- 
ing almost doubled in iiopulation sinci' IVnn's imir- 
ney across the .seas to his (.'olony nine year, be- 
fore. It was first settled by the Swedi's, whn \svie 
joined by the Quakers sent over by I Vim ,ind r.till 
later by Germans at Penn’s invitation, thie. be- 
coming the litsSt really cosmopolitan liiy on the 
newly settled continent. William IVmi said in 
regard to it: “I wanted toafford an Afylmii fin ihe 
good and the befl of every Nation. I aimed to 
frame a Government that might he an e.vampir, I 
defired to (liow Men as Ircc and hapiiy ,is tbry 
could be.” 
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Transportation between the Colonies was re- 
stricted principally to the sea. There were trails 
across country that could be followed by foot or 
on horseback, but none of any length or connecting 
important points. The traveler from Boston to 
New York must go by sailing vessel out around 
Cape Cod and southwest through Long Island 
Sound, taking two to four days for the voyage, 
depending upon wind and weather. It was prac- 
tically as long a voyage by water from New York 
down the New Jersey coast and up the Delaware 
Bay to Philadelphia. 

The century was well along toward middle age 
before covered wagons began to run regularly 
once a week between New York and Philadelphia, 
traveling at the rate of about three miles an hour. 
Later a coach, advertised as “The Flying Machine” 
because it made the journey in good weather in 
two days, was put on. In bad weather the jour- 
ney was not only longer, but less comfortable, 
for the reason that frequently passengers were 
called upon to alight and help to pry the wheels 
out of the mud. 

THE FIRST AMERICAN PRINTERS. 

Several printers had come and gone in the 
American Colonies before Benjamin Franklin first 
saw the light of day early in the year 1706. First 
of them all was Stephen Daye. He had been en- 
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gaged by the Rev. (Ilinu, " i w'lilu .inti 

wealtiiy (lidVnling ( Ifig\ m.m ■ \mfi. 

ica with a printing etjuipnniii wbiJi iln- Kt-v. 
Mr. (Hover had pinch. i^ed in i'.ngl.tml niti w liidi 
he was bringing over lo linihci ilic .ni.iii . nl dn. 
colonists I'loni ihe poinis nl view nl ( Iniitli .intl 
State. 

Ullfoitlinalcly, Mr. (Jlnvci dicil dm ini- lln vttv- 
age. llis willow engai'cd Sicplu-n in id 

up the eipiipincnl anil in i.iKc ili. ngc <>1 ii, (Ik* 
item in the reemds o( I l.iu.ud ( ’ollci'.i In tm* in i|n. 
effect that “Mi. Jofs, (Ilnvci i>.i\t in (tie ( 
a font of Printing l.cticis, .nid Innn- gt nilfiiu n u| 
Amderdain gave low.nds I’liinilhini* nl .1 Piiuinig 
Prefs with letters luily-niiic pniiinb. iml Ininc- 
thing more.” 

Dayc conducted ihc (iiiiiiin)', pi. int n li.ii\.iitl 
for 11 bout ten years, being Mitteeiletl Im a •.Imu 
period by his son Matthew, wlm •pelletl In , .m- 
narae “Day.” Stephen l);ive lem.iine.l m (‘.un. 
bridge and some yeais latei liinngln nil .ig.iiii'.t 
Henry Diinster, the (ii;,i pie'.itlini nl ll.iiv.nd 
College, who had manied (he Wi.b.w CInw i .ind 
thcieby come into etintrol nl the piiniin;’ nKnc^ 
foi the recovciy ol live Iiuinlietl ilnil.ii', width 
sum Dayc said was owing to hiin ,1. m niip.dd 
balance for his former sinviiei,. |).ii.e pn-.t oietl 
a petition to the (.Vneral (’.1111 1 t.n .1 gi.mt n| ihiee 
hiuulied acres o( land as “ Reuimpenle nl Id , t'.oe 
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and Cliiirgc of fmtluMinji the woik nl rMniiii;f," 

which was accoplcd. 

Matthew Day was the so(oii(i (nlniii.ii 
hut he (lied hefoie lu* was iliiity yais nl .ijw. .iiid 
only one known work hears his im|iiini. 

■ Sanuiel (heen was the ihiid enloni.il i»jiiirer 
and he continued to follow the eiaft tiioil 
his death, at eij'lity-seven yeai ., o< ( 11111111^ ten 
years later. In 1056 theie were tun inrsM-. 'm 
Canihridge operated hy (oeen, one heloopjiijr to 
Haivard College, which w.is puth.ihly ih.it pm- 
chased in Kngiand hy the Rev. Mi. (lluvn, ami 
the other the property of ilie eoipni.iiido, the sec- 
ond one having heen hioiight over foi thr piiipose 
of promoting the education of the liidi.ins. 

Ciieen was the lirst to print the Bihh' in the 
Indian language. Isaiah 'riutiiia-., in his "His- 
tory of Printing in Atneiiea, ’’ s.iys o| this Hihle: 
"It wa.s a work of .so imieli eonsniuem i- .is to .11- 
rCvSt the attention of the iiohilitv .iiul f.enny of 
England, as well its tiuit of King, Ch.iilrs, m whom 
it was (Icdieatcd. 'Hie jness of ll.nv.iid t'ollege, 
In Cambridge, Mas.saeliii.setts, w.is, lot .1 (iiiie, as 
x'lebraled as the ])r<!s,ses of the iiiiivcisitii's of 
Dxford and Canihridge, in Knglaml," 

Green, too, received a giant of ihiee humlred 
icrcs of land. He w:is :i man of ehai.ii ter and his 
ugh standing in the eommimiiy is at tested hy the 
‘irciimstanre that lor lliirty ye.tis he held .1 eoni- 



mission ill ilm Militia Company ns 

l apiaiii. Koln’i i 1*'. Kodim, in his history of “The 
C’anil>iiil.i'.‘' i'vi';;;.,’’ says of !iim: “Although not 
(he- (it SI piiiiier at oni' (irst (iress, his name, and 
iha( ol .Sifphcn Haye, is the most glorious 
nami' in hisitny- 

Of (jiiiic anolhci ralihre was Marinodulce John- 
son, an I'a'i'jish joiijiicynmn printer, wlio crossed 
l() Ainci'it.i in ifiOo to assist in printing I'diot’s 
liitlian Hihle the j'lvalest achievement of the 
(.'amliiidp.c rn"'s; Johnson thus hecoming fourth 
ill the ranks of American printers. He seems to 
have hceii a tapahlc workman bill was continually 
in debt and occasionally w conllict with the au- 
thorities. In iht'j tlie (’omini.ssiojicrs wrote from 
IhistoM to the eoipotacion in I'ingland in regard lo 
(nhiisoi). “ll iheie her oeearion further to fmploy 
him It wric mm It better Id con trad: with In'm heer 
III piini hv ilic Ihcric than by allowing his ftanding 
wa|'<'’‘.’' I in I her, “concerning Marmeduke 

lohiirmi the pi inter whole Demeamn- hath not 
been ('iiitahlc to what her (iromifed wee (hall leave 
liim to yoneili'hies to dirniilfe him its foone as his 
yeaie is e\|iird il yon for think fit.” 

'fhe .ihove wetc the (irst printers in Mas.sachu- 
sett'. and in the t’i)lonit*s, iind tili of them, as 
will he noted, were located in (?;iinhridgc.^ I he 
liisl Hoiaoti piinlcis were John l''oster, Samuel 
Scw.tll, J.oiicx (ileiin, .S.inmcl (Ireen, Jr., Richard 
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The First ylmcricdn FrifUcrs.. 

Pierce, Benjamin Ilanis, and naiihuloincw ( 
the fitvSt five of whom weie smirssivcly « oinuM iod 
with one piintshop ami had passed away oi li.id 
retired ftom business before Heiijaniin hianklin 
was born. There may have been an exeepiion in 
the person of an ediieated Indian known .is James 
the Piintor, whose name, however, <loes not ap- 
pear in a position of responsibility until the yeai 
lyoy, when a Psalter iit hoih the Indi.iti and Itnip 
lish languages was jiublished with the joini im- 
prints of “Steithen (jieen and James Piintei.” 

Of these Boston printers, one, Benjamin llanis, 
whose printing house was "over ag.ainst the old 
meetinghouse in (’ornliill," desetves special men- 
tion. Jle is sometimes spoken ol' as the lather 
of yVmerican journalism, because in Kiorn loin ye.m. 
before he returned permanently to London, he 
issued a "jiew.s-letter” entitled " Pnbliek Oeem- 
cnces Both Foreign and Domelliek,” wbieb he 
proj)08cd to furnish once a momh or oi'tmiet, if 
required. It contained four pages, one of them 
being blank, for corresjiondence. Only om* copy 
of it is known to be in existence, haviiqt been dis~ 
coveted during a search in the State Papei Ollue 
in London by the historian of Salem, Mass. 

Bartholomew (ireen went over the river from 
his father’s establishment in Canibridjy to Hot. ion in 
1690, and set up "the bc.st printing appaiatmi then 
in the country,” but a complete loss by (iie put bim 
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onl ol .1 Irw (iinnilis alifi' (ic sl-.ntod, 

111- ivtiiiiifd tit lor iwo ynivs uml was 

omploycil hy tiis l.ulu-r. In we liml liiinaji;ain 
(‘a)'a|i':r(l in inintinji; in Hostuii, \vln*U‘ lio cmitiiuicil 

10 loiuinci an ivaaMi'tlnni'nt loi loiiy years. In 

11 was luoilincil tin* (u'.i Ainniran JU'wspapor, 

the “ Uu'.lon Ne\s‘‘« -laMtei , a weekly; No. I hoing 
dated Apiil j. ininieil lor John ('amp- 

hell, post nnn-li'i . 

Oiieothet piintei w,e. lo he roinul within the Ler- 
riioiy oC the Knpjish (’olttiiies (iiiiin;' the closing 
days ol the .Seventeetilh (’entiny, and he was 
destined to havi- a good deal to do with the, alTaiis 
(if llenj.nnin hraidvlin. lie was William Bradford, 
a {Jn-dvei, and the son of a jnintei, one among the 
liisi immij'tanis to the new settlement on the 
Delaw. lie Rivet, wheie he- ariivetl in 16H2. lie 
letmiieil to j.ondon, where he marrieat the daugh- 
tei of Andrew Sowle, a printer, and came again 
to Philadelphia in tOHt;, hearing a letter from 
(leorj'c I'o.'v, the (jnakei, introdneing him as a 
.snhei y<imig matt who was on hi.s way ut Pliiladcl- 
phi.i to set np the tiatle id’ printing Kriends’ books. 
Ilis Ill'll known work is dated 16H6, and because 
of ijiadveitent ami apparently harmless reference 
to the f'oveinment authorities he got into diniciilty 
with litem. ‘Phis dillieiiky eontlnucd until 1693, 
svhen having, reeeivetl an iiivitiition from the Cov- 
ernoi of New Yttrk to remove to that jtrovince and 
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it <>l iwn imiulird tli'il.u . .i vi-.n ;iiu| 

the puhlic luiiilinj;. Mi.mKmkI ii mns rd im New \’(tik 
1111(1 hecanu' ilir piimn "| iti.a piovina', 

coutiiuiiii}; tc hr the only piimri in ii loi tliiny 
years. I lo rslahli <lir<l l hr ” \i'u \ < n K t •.i/rl tr ” in 
1725, thus hrioiniii)', Nru in a new .p.ijKC 

publislier. Hr is said, alllmnrji uith'iui .nillimiiv, 
to have been of noble hiidi, and In- .dv. u . MMleil 
with a nest sliowinj', his io.it ol .11 in . 
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Yodiiff i'rtinkUn ns n /*rin(i / \\ / 


JOSfAIl KRANKIdN. disMiiin aod d\,i. le- 
niovod froni Hanhuiv in (Jstnit! biir. I ni;- 
land, to Hoston in New I'.nid.iiid, with hi’, wile 
and three ehildren in it-Si;. Altri ilir binb o| l.mr 
more children his wile died, .tnd l.uri !»• in.oiird 
Ahiah Folger and hy this niaiii.u'r h.id irit 1 bil- 
(Iron, a total of .seventeen, of whum ten wt ir ain'i 
and seven were dannihtrrs. Heni.iniin u.is the 
tenth and yoiiii|.;esl son and the lifirnitli ihihl. 

Although Pope (irej'oiy XIII pimnnltpiird tlir. 
reform ol the Julian ealrndai in and it was 

in that year adopteil hy all Rom, in ('.iihulii tunn- 
tries, (ireat Britain and her rnltmirs drl.iu-d nntil 
1752 before doing likewi.se. 'I'heirfoir. in the old 
public Register of Hirths, .still piesfivrd in the 



nllii f 111 IJo'.lun, it is U'loidt'd lli:il Brii jjl- 
min I'MiiKiiii, son '»!' Josi.ili ami Altiali I'lanKlin, 

J, *i i/ >1*11 » •»/<* > / -0 //♦'**> 

Ruolil t>i rill UiLih nl Htiii.tiiun I t.tnUin in iln Ki^'i'.fn n| HimIi'i \\\ 
lln* Mit\ ni*’. nlln < in lin'ilnn, 

\v;ts Imin l.umaiy r/cfi. Widi tin’ mloiiiiuii of 
itir u'lniMicd tatninlar t.nm' an iitivamr ol clrvnn 
(lays, ami acini (iiny.I.V the day nl the hiitli, as we 
now have it. is Jaiuiaiy r/. 

'The Incatinii ol' the hiithplace is usually j'.iven 
as Mill. Siiei’t, n|>j>nsite South Meeting, House, 
where the lecorihioi the rown ol* Most on show Josiah 
I''ranklin wms ji;raiurd lihrily to huiid a house cijflu 
feet si|uai'e on laud heloti/'iii); to larut'. Natlianiel 
Reynolds, josiah Kranklin later oeeupird a house 
“at the sii'ii of the Mine Mall," corner of Hanover 
and Hnion stieeis. Jared Sjiarks, whose edition 
of I'hanklin’s wotks was puhlishcd in iK,|.o, satis- 
fied himself that the leinoval did not occiii until 
aftei Meniamin's hiith. Suhseipient investh'a- 
tion hy •'•hiniuel (!. Dr.ike, whose aitthoritative 
“llisioiy and Antiiptities of the (.Jty of Moston" 
was pnhlislied in seems to establish the fact: 

that Menj.imiu was horn in the larger house. 

The day of the hiith was a Sunday, and the 
jiious father took the hahy hoy IVoni his hunihlc 
eot.tap,e to the South Meeting House, and he was 
there hapti/.ed under the name of his paternai 
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unde Benjamin, at that lime living in Imiu.I.muI, a.ul 
who became later the only meinbor ol ilie nninn.tits 
Fianklin family to join Josiali in ilic New Wtnhl. 

Benjamin beinit the tenth .son was <■.»!»•. ith-ied to 
be something in tlienainieol a tithe, and this l.Ki 
and his very evident fondness fiu teadinn. nulieai- 
ing a tendency toward a liteiaiy iniiMiit. laii'.ed 
his father to decide that the boy shonld hr,.. me a 
minister of the cluirch. Aeeoidinid> , in ..i.h i m 
give him an education, at (he a)^e nf ei)'hi sear, hr 
was placed in (he Boston giaminai stluud and in 
less than a year lose to the head ol hi-, t la-.-., I 'lov- 
ing to be deficient in inathein.ilics, he w.e. ne\i sent 
to a teacher noted for ability to instim t in wiiiing 
and arithmetic, but althonj'Ji Beniamin lemained 
a year, he made but little [irogress. Jti-.iah I'lauk- 
lin, finding that the income fioin his Int am s . as a 
maker of candles and soap, width he had idn|iti-(l 
because there was small demand loi hi-, sei vices as 
a dyer, was hardly suflicienl (o ineei (he need . nl his 
family and keep (he younj'.ei ihihin-n ai a hnol, 
withdrew his son from (he siliotd (In- two veais 
mentioned being Benjamin’s stde e\|u‘nenie in 
educalional institutions. 

The ministry project being ahandoned, Josiah 
took the boy into his own establislmnait, inicnding 
to teach him the soap- and caiKlIe-making iiade, 
and he continued there until he w.i-. twelve \eai,s 
of age. The work proved (<i be di .(.( .tel'nl and 



fearing that Benjamin would follow his oldest 
brother's example and run away to sea, the father 
wisely decided to find a more agreeable trade for 
him. 

Accordingly, father and son together visited 
the workshops of the town, and finally it was 
decided that he should take up the trade of cutlery, 
his cousin Samuel, son of the elder Benjamin, 
being established in Boston in that line. Benja- 
min was employed there for a short time only, 
his dc[)arture resulting from the inability of his 
father and his cousin to agree upon the price to be 
paid for his instruction at the trade, it being the 
custom of the time for a master not only to receive 
the services of an apprentice free, but to be paid 
for the tuition, the sum for such a trade as cutlery 
being about one hundred dollars. 

At about this time Benjamin’s older brother 
James, a printer, had but recently returned from 
England with a printing outfit, and it was proposed 
to Benjamin that he adopt the trade of printing. 
The early Boston printers enumerated in the 
previous chapter had removed or died and at the 
time there were but two other printing establish- 
ments in the town, one conducted by Thomas 
Fleet in Pudding Lane and the other by Samuel 
Kneeland in Prison Lane. James Franklin had 
established himself on the corner that later became 
Franklin Avenue and Court Street. 


i6 Franklin as a Printer's Devil. 

Although printing dealt with "1 v. Iiii h ilip 

youthful Benjamin was so iniuli t naiiniitiiMl, lu* 
was not inclined to look with I'avni upon ihr ptojeci 
connecting him lor life with that iiatlc. Ihmcvei, 
the persuasion of his fatlicr (nrvailcd and he w.is 
apprenticed to his Inoiher Janies Int nine \eai>!, 
'i'hc terms of apprenticeship at pi inline, weie e.isiei 
upon the fathei than those iinpo'.ed In < nilei the 
sum to he paid to James I' lanklin tuini' nnl\ .ihoui 
fifty dollais. 

A clause of the form of appieiuit <• .hip used at 
the time is as follows: 

“During which teim (he fahl Vppieniiie his 
Mailer faithfully ilitill in will lei\e, hi', leiiets 
keep, his lawful commands cvci\\\hei»' gkidly do. 
He fliall do no damage lo his laid iM.dh i nni lVe 
it to he done of others; hut (o hi', pnuei Ihall let, 
or forthwith give notice to his laid Al.dlei nf l.inie. 
The Cioods of his laid Mallet he Ih.dl not w.ille, 
nor the fame without licenfe of him to anv p.ive ni 
lend. Hurt to his ('aid Mallei he Ih.dl not do, 
caufc, nor procure to he done. He lli.dl neither 
buy nor fell without his Mailer’s licenfe. 'I’.iveins, 
inns, or ale-houfes he Ihall not h.mni. At laids, 
dice, tahle.s, or any other uiil.iwlul )yime In- Ih.dl 
not play. Matrimony he Ihall not nniti.icl; iioi 
from the fcrvicc of his ('aid Mailer d.iv "c night 
abfent himself; hut in all thinjpi ,is an honed and 
(aitldul apprentice (hall and will demean .md be- 
have himfelf towards his I'aid Mallei and .til his 
during ('ttid term.” 



of llu' wrio .is (nllim’s: 

ilif I'aifI J.mu's l•‘^':ulldiIl, tin- Malh'r, for 
•(ihImIci ai inti nl (lir linn nl len jKiinnls of 
$ii(ilh inniu’v in hint in Iiaiul paid hy ihc; 
i.tli I'ranklin, ilit' lallirr, iln* rciripl nl’ 
lu'irljy in lvnn\vU‘dj',i.’tl, ilio laid apprcntirn 
III nl' .1 piitiU'i width lu' nnw uiVtIi, lliall 
lut inltiiKM ni n.inri' in he tatip.l'l ii^' 
ihc hell wav nnd inaniiri (hat hr i ;in, lind- 
allnwiti)' uiUn ihc I'aiil apinciiiirr meat, 
val]iiti)>;, Indj'.inj', and all nihei' neeeH'aiiea 
he laid leini.” 

as also in p.ty jmirneynian’s waj'es thiiinj» 
hnlinj': year. 'I’lie a|»paiel nrapprentiees lo 
idl’d hy t he master is ihn.’. dciicrihed hy John 
.nil ill Ins Annals nf IMiilatlelphia 

»:di <»r deeisLin l>ieeehes, enndnj' harillv 

I hi'i knees, which, helhre they emihl l)e af- 

II mine inln ihe pieseiue nl ladies, al ineci- 
tlie Sahii.itli, were lejpilaily hlaeked up nn 
edinp, Sainrday iiij'Jil in nider in j'ive lliein 

:incl liesh a]i))earanee Inr ihe Smulay; a pair 
wnnlen yam stnekinp.M, >i lliiek and snhslan- 
r nl slines well y.reased and nmaiiienled with 
til’ '.mall inass hnckhis, a present Imin Ids 
Ini his p.nnd heliavinr, a speekled .shirt all 
'k ami a white niie nn Sunday, which was 
caierully taken oil’ as snnn as he reiurned 
leeiinj', i'nldiMl n|) and lakl hy Inr lim next 
h. 'The ietitliei hreeches after several years’ 

III j'.iettsy, as limy (pew old, am! weie nnly 
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Ilexil)li' s<i loiiK ‘i’’ ill* V ''* ii' "'I ‘'“t i-‘ I'l '’..1111) by 
tlic siipcilliiv (ti' yoitililiil li'Mi 

'I'lic icims of ilii‘ 1 '.1 ip I! iiiiiinii Ih'. 

iwccn Janu-s .iinl In. v.nc .ids 

hcrod (o willi oiu* modiln .kImh 1 !. ti| uniii w.is ;i 
consiaiil ifiidci and .ditinindi ,i!dr Oi Imii.iu ni.iiiy 
books lie |)oss(''>s(ul a df.iic l"t utm I'l Id’, dwn, 
In order lo sniiie hind' uiili wbitli i.i m dvi- [iin- 
chases, he pioiio.sed at tin- aj’.c I'l iuiin, li.iviii}; 
been four years in the em|dM\ t.| In. l-mthn, 4 
ehaii/^t; in llieii aiianj^emeni. Mu’ in.iiln i liciiii; 
iiiiinariied did not kei'p imie.r. Inii ln> itdod liiin;(‘ir 
and Ids appreiiliees in .nintlin I nniK Iniijantin 
proposed t'oaeee|>l' in cash onr li.dl <>1 iht- .inn paid 
by in's brother foi lii'< bnaid, and the piMpn.iiina 
beinf>; turepted lie pmvided In-, nun imal., and 
out of the Sinn leeeived finin hi. Inr.ih.i u.c. aldit 
lo save one half, in iliisu.iv In- inmni Innd'. tliat 
ciialiiod liiin to aeennnilaie .1 .in. ill hinaiv nl Ids 
own. Says I’anI I,eiee;.lei I'lnd, in ■■'|hr Many 
Sided Kranklin:" 

“II is to In; (piestioned, il the In ,i umis 
ol tile apjneniieeslnp ueie ol .iii\ |i.iifnidar 
value lo nenjandn save on then in«-i h inn side, 
lor tile piodnei nl Janie', k i.<id..lin' . po- .-. e. a 
dreaiy lot of goiie-iinihiiD'oes'. \ h v. <>1 ihr 
New Kn|>land sernion.s ol the d.iv ' ‘.oidtl.tid's 
Irealk; on ( onver.sjon'; Sinne'. '.'ihnii (’ate- 
chisin ; y\ I’lelaroiy better alinm l’'.,ihnnd\ in 
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Dtvhiify. Poclty, 

Vl'ilofijih)". Vlays, 

IJi/hy. H»tl 

Miuhcmmck V )'aveU, 

Geritinlly well' HiJunil. 

To be Sold by AUCTION, 

At ttie Of'tWii (!««frccno»fc InKing Sttcct Aii/A/rf, 
on <l>« i'tmty SiMf> l)jy ol' thlo Iiillanc 
Otli-b/r, lit^: llcfSlmiliiH every Kvenlniv.it Jult’ 
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defense of church sin/'iiij;, which iii.tin’ Piiiiiiuis 
still licld to be unholy; ;in allt'.uoiy st\ led 'The Isle 
of Man,’ or, ‘Legal Ptcnrediiij'.s in Al.iiisliiie 
Against Sin’; Care’s ‘ I'inglish Lihei ties’; sundiy 
pamphlets on the loi’al politics of the momeiii, 
such as ‘A Letter from Oiu- in the (’(uintiv m His 
Friend in liosloii,’ ‘News fiom the iMotui,' 'A 
Friendly Cheek from a Kind Relatiun to the Chief 
Cannoneer,’ and ‘A Word of (’omloi t to a Melan- 
choly Countiy’; two ot three It.iet.ites mi inm iila- 
tion, and otic aimed hiilfai the ih»simi ilei.i'\ and 
half at the ftiir sex, entilhal 'llouped l’eiiiu»ats 
Arniigned by the Light of Natuie and the Law of 
God,’ wctc the chief output of tin; new pi inter 
during the years his brothei served him.” 

After James Franklin had been I'.stahli.slied as a 
printer for about two ye.ars, In* seemed an nnh'i to 
produce a newspaper, the “Hostou (la/etie," es- 
tablished by William Hrookcr, the suctes'.nr as 
postmaster of John ('amphcll, puhli'dier, a;, has 
already been noted, of the " Boston N<*ws Letter," 
the first real American newspa|>ei. William 
Brooker was soon succeeded as pitstmastei by 
William Musgravc, who took the pi in ting of the 
“Boston Gazette” from James Fraiilvlin and gave 
it to Samuel Knceland, whereupon James l■’lanklin 
established a new newspaper, the “New haigj.ind 
Courant,” 

It was the first newspaper not connected with a 
postofTicc to be published in Ameriia. Niimher 
I of the “Courant” appciircd Moiulay, August 



ly, 17-11, |niiilf(l on ;i half shoal of crown size 
priiiliiij': i)a|H‘i, the typo used hoinji; small pica 
with, occasionally, lonp piiinor. Ahoni two years 
lat(!i pii n was adopted and used coniimionsly, 

James i'’ianklin esiahlishod the i)apor a).!:ainst 
the pioicsis of his father and many of his friends, 
who pointed out to him that there wete alo'ady 
ihiee papeis in the C'ohmies, two of them in Boston, 
ami that anoihei one theie coidd not he made to 
sncci'cd. The yonthinl piddisher, however, turned 
a deaf ear to theii' lemonstranct's. lie pioposed 
to issm* a dilferent newspaper liom any then in 
existence. He fotmetl a nnmher (tf his friends, 
anion)' them seveial yonnp, doctors, into a cliih, 
the nu'inhers of which weu' to furnish at least one 
orij'inal essay each week. 'The paper was hostile 
to the elei'i'y, attacked .somi' of the reli)rions opin- 
ions of the day and opposeii new fads, one of them 
which especially came in for severe hnt mistaken 
censure hein)t the newly advanced theory of in- 
oculation lot the smallpo.v. 'The “t’oiiranl” soon 
tliew the lire of the heaviest pons. Its older com- 
petitor, the “ N(‘wS"Leller,” said of it: 

"On Moiulay lall the 7th (hirrant, eamc foilh a 
'I'liini Ni-wl'paper in this 'Town, I'hititKal, 'J'he New 
J'aip.lmul t'oniant, hy Homo non nninx Ni'fiolii; 
Or, Jack oi' all 'I’rades, (the motto of h'ranklin’s 
addu'ss to the jmhlicl and it would feein, Ciood at 
none; pivinp Come very, very frothy fulfomc Ac- 
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count of himfeir, Inii IcH tlio ((iiilinn.iiuc of that 
ftile Hiould olToiul his luadris; wluuriii wiih snh- 
million, (I (peak for (lu‘ Puhlillua <>l this Intclli- 
gunce, whole cndeavoiiis has always hocii to give 
no ofl'cncc, not meddling with ihing.s out of’hi.s 
Province) The laid Jack ptomilVs in piriciuc of 
Friendlhip to the other News“l’id)iilhcis, to anionil 
like soure Ale in Siimniei, RelleiMing loo, too much 
that my peiformanciis aie now and ilicii, very 
very Dull, milVepuienting niy candid cndcavotiis 
(according to the 'ralent of iny C’apaciiv ami Fdu- 
calion; not louring above my Sphere) in giving a 
true and genuine account of all Mallets of I'aVl, 
both Foreign and Domellick, :is coincs any way 
well Atteftcd, for tlicfe Seventeen Ve.iis In; an lialf 
paft.” 

Castigation was to come upon tin* “ (hturtint” 
from a yet more impoittint source. 'I'hc ponder- 
ous Rev. Increase Mather wheeled into line and 
the character of his thunderings is indii’aied hy 
this extract from a contribution |)ublishcd in the 
"News-Letter”: 

"Advice to the Publick from I)i. Incieafc; 
Mather. Whereas a wicked label called the Nev' 
England CouraiU, Itas repicrentcd me as one 
among the Supimrters of it; 1 do heieby declare, 
that altho’ I had paid for two or thiee of ihctn, 1 
then, (before the kill Counint wtts jiidililhed) sen! 
him word I was extremely oll'endcd wiih ii: In 
fpccial, becaufe in one <)f his \'ile (’(luianis he in- 
linuatcs, that if the Minillers of (lod appiove of a 
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ing it is a Sign it is ol tin; Devil; which is a iioriid 
ing to ho rolatcd. ” 

Tlicso ihntsls could he hoi no; indeed, it is easy to 
mgine that such rnhniiiations may have awak- 
icd feelings of unholy glee* in the l)reasis <>r the 
King men who wine doing what (hey i-onld to 
■ovokc them, particnlaily as tradition still ox- 
Ls to the oflecl that the indignant Dr. Mather, 
iving discontinued his suhsciiplion, secretly 
nt his gramlson to huy copies of the “Clout- 
it.” 

SooJi, however, the venturesome feet of James 
lanklin tind his associates stiayed much farther 
the risky |)aths of criticism. 1 1 was a dangerous 
ling to tride witli goveruntental authority and 
i who attempted it was sure to come to jpief. 
he goveinment had its eye upon the ‘'C'ourant” 
ul only awaited opportunity to pounce, upon 
with heavy hand. Soon the opportunity 
une. 

Pirates were known to iidesi the. New England 
aters and there, was a leeliuj’, that the government 
as not as ellieient in doing away with them and 
leir mischief as might have heen the ease. 'Phis 
icling was voiced in an article supposed to come, 
om Newport, R. I., appealing in the. “Courant,” 
'hich concUiderl with the statement; 

“We tire advishi fioni Hollon that the. govern- 
tent of Mall’achufetis are lilting out a Ihip to go 
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nftt'i (I)c I’iiiiU's to l)c cnniiniiiKli-d hy C’.ihiaiu 
IVtct P:i()iIloii iind it is (hotiyjil lir will Oiil loinc, 
time this month, Wind ntui WtMihcr pcrmii, 
ting." 

Shortly after the pnhlie.itioii of the luimhcr 
containing this c.xtreincly odmisive pni.igiaph, tin; 
Council, with the (ioveinoi picsidinjr, met and 
resolved “that the (aid Paiagiaph i.s a hij’h alfiont 
to this (jovernnient." 

Knrther, resolved, “'j'hai the Slieiilf of the 
Comity of Siilfolk do forihwith comniii to liio 
gaol in Bollon the body o( j, lines I'lanlvlyn, 
Printer, for the grols olleni’e ollVied lo this (Joy- 
ernment in the Conrani of Monday hill." 

A week’s close conlineinenl in the stone prison 
bronglit a change of mind, temporal ily, at lea.si, 
to James Franklin, as is witnessed in the following 
humble petition; 

“A Petition of James iManklyii I'linter, llimihly 
Shewing that he is 'iViiely Senlihle f-' llearlily 
Sorry for the o/Tence he has (liven to this Cloiirt, 
in the late Courant, relating to the litiiii)' out a 
Ship By the (lovernment, 'Pinly Acknowledges 
his Inadvertency Folly theiein in allioniing the 
Government, as al(b his fndifcretioii C)’ Indecmuy, 
when before the Court, for all which he hmtreal.H 
the Courts forgivenel's, bS praying a difeharge from 
the Stone Prifon, where he is Cotdined, by Order 
of the Court, and that he may have the Liberty 
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)e YukI, 1 K' ln'iiij' iinuh liulirpolcd I-' SuHciiup, 
is IkmIiIi, hy (In; S;u(l Ooitliiu'im-iit 

olciisoii (Vom liis unrotnloiuiiiii* iiiiaKn;; in 
jail, hnwovcr, KianKlin’s " iiupndcncr'' ic- 
\c;d. Soon ulU'i, a siiij'Jc mnnlu'i ol iln* 

” coiitaiiH’d ailicirs, all ol' jluaii ohi't'c-* 

lablc lo llu* p,(tvci ninrnl, and as a irsadi a j(tin( 
iniiUci' (if iliua* ('nun ilic (’nniuil and (oni 
n tlu; lloiaic was ajijxiinicd to invcsU;»aic his 
Its KHdininciulatitin was ihal ilin (iciu-ial 
111 slinnld lorhid James l■’lanK^m lo “piinl or 
)lilh ihe New I'aipjand (.'omant oi any I’anijili- 
oi I’apoi o(‘ a like nahire, e\ee|)| it he (ii(l fn- 
vifed hy ilie I'eeietaiy oC this I’lovinee,” and 
t honds should he exaeted (Voin him (or iiisj'ood 
lavior. 

I’mnif, lUaijaniln Kranklin in the meantime had 
;n niakiiijf inoipess in his elder hiothei’s esit'em. 
siriii); to tiy his liand at W’ritiii)' hut helieviiij; 
It James w'oidd he jnejndieed ap.ainst him he.- 
ise ol his yonlh, he made a inaetiee of wrilin^j 
111 pii'ees and slipiiinp, them at nij'Jit under the 
luiip; ollice door wlu're iht'y were round hy his 
ilher llie next moininjp 'I'he pieces were read 
(i a|)()ioved and it was j'laiifyiiip; to their youth- 
author to hear names oi W(dl-known persons in 
: eoiunumily su)'p,e'ited as possiiily responsililc 
■ them, h’inally Benjamin, liavin}>; wiiiten alxmt 
that he Cell able lo write, levealed his deception 
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lo his brother and his fiiends, mneh lo (heir sur- 
prise. 

A crisis liaving been leaelied by J. lines in his pub- 
lishing alTaiis, he tinned now (o Ihuijainin as alTord. 
ing a way out of his dillieiili ies. lie pioposed 
that since he was unwilling to eoniiniie to [uiblish 
the “Courant” under (he siipei vision of ihe secre- 
tary as ordered by the (’oitit, the papei lln'icaftcr 
be issued in Benjamin’s name. 'I'lie pio|)osiii()ii 
was accepted. In order not to have the master 
still legally liable, (he appient ieesliip indentures 
were publicly cancelled, but, uuwilliug to surrender 
what he believed to be a good barp.ain, james 
secretly executed new iiulcntuies |)ieseiving the 
conditions of the old. 

James Franklin was a bard task master. Also 
he was ill-natured, suspicious, taeilnin, and his 
high-spirited young brother (bund i( <liHieuIc to 
get on with him, paitieularly when arguments 
were supplemented with blows. Finally Benjamin 
notified James that he eonsideieil their relations 
at an end, knowing that James would not daie to 
produce the secret apprenlice agreement. James 
accepted the resignation but as a means of letali- 
ation for what he considered (<» be (he injustice 
done him, visited the other |)iiniing odiees in 
Boston and induced (he owiuus to r<‘lu.se to )'ivc 
work to his brother should he apply to them for 
it. 
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The First ‘‘ Tourist " Frinlcr. 

I^NJAMIN l''RANl\MN \v;is in a (juaiulai'y. 
He had (levoU'd jivr yrais (o an cll'ort to 
n the printing', hiisiiiess am! had attained a 
sideiahle ])rolicien(y in it. Aside fiom the 
itin^^ estahlishments in Boston and C’anihiid|i;<^ 
IT were only fonr in the ('olonies: one in 
V l/ondon, one in Nmv ^'ork, and two in I’hil- 
I])hia. Beeanse of his hrolhei's ill-natured 
vity all <)! those at hand were closed to him, 
c only tltai individnars own which he had just, 
Lted and to which he was resolved lu' would not 
irn. 

'() reach the other towns where [)rintin}!; od'iees 
c located meant cither loni', exhanstint;, and 
igeious walks tltront'h trackless h nests or a 
I'ney hy boat, 'To f!;o hy boat nutiiired the ex- 
tlituiT ofpassaj'c money, of which he had none, 
sole possessions weie the hooks he had heen 
e to purchase with the scanty saving's from his 
thcr's allowance, and from tlu' piecious hooks 
was most reluctant to ]>art. Bt^sides, there was 
enta! opposition to he enconntcnal, 'The lather 
.‘(1 with the. elder hrother in tiu^ dispute and the 
en teen-year-old son knew that, should he ask 
father’s consent to his plan to away from 
lie, not only would the consent he refused hut 
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steps would be taken to preveiu tin* eaiiyiug out 
of the [)iojeet. 

However, IJcnjaniin resolved to ^^o away and to 
go secretly. He sold some of his hooks mul with 
the connivance of his Ciiend C’olliits nnd the. enj)- 
tain of a New York sloop, he weni aboard a vessel 
bound for Manhattan Island, 'I'iiH'e days of good 
weather and fair winds hroughl (he vessel into New 
York Bay, The landing was made probably at 
the wharf at the foot of what is now known as 
Maiden I>ane. A small stream tan down it at the 
time and entered the Hay at what was called the 
“V’lei Market,” v’lci being old Dutch for valley. 
The one printing oflice of the (own was eondtieted 
by William Biadlbid, "at the .Sign of the Bible,” 
on Hanover Square, not far away, and to it the 
youthful runaway apprentice immediately re- 
paired. 

Bradford had no employment to give to the boy 
and he suggested that the journey be extended In 
Philadelphia, where his son condiu ted one of the 
two printing olTices of (he town and who, through 
the recent death of a woi'kman, was in need of 
help. Upon this advice Benjamin immediately 
proceeded to act. 

There were three ways to go from New York 
to Philadelphia. One was over the Hudson River 
and by trail through the forest all the way across 
New Jersey to Camden, usually Ibllowed by those 
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could alloi'd to I'idr lioischark, and upon iliis 
William BnuUdrd, on sonu* laraiid <•( liis 
and iiidinown to tin* hoy \vln) had just lallcd 
him, at once set out. A second route was hy 
fiom Manhattan Island acioss New York 
and around Staten Island to Amhoy, at the 
h ol the Shrewshiny Rivei, ihenei; on foot 
ijfh the Idlest for lifty miles to Bm linjpon, 
cell seventeen and eij^hteen miles above Bhil- 
ihia on the Delawaie Rivei, which at' that 
is about a mile wide, the last stajue of the 
icy heiii).' usually coveied hy hoat'. 'I'he third 
; was hy sailinj; vessel down the New Jersey 
and around and up thronjrh Delaware Hay, 
Inch rotiie ynunp; Benjamin sent: his "chest.” 

: chose the second route for himself, iind his 
uoved to he a most mu*omfoi (able one. Hc'' 
; of had weather, thiity hours were reipiired 
le passa^fe fiom Manhattan IslamI to Amboy, 
nail tore the rotten sails to pieces; a tlrunken 
aiger fell overboard and was rescued with dif- 
y; and it was necessary to drop anchor near 
Lon^i; Island shore of the hay and to spend 
light in the open boat in the midst of the. 
ding surf, the entire period without anything 
t or to drink. 

anklin lintilly reached Amhoy, however, and 
a night spent in resting ftom his exposure 
fatigue, he walked the fore iiarl of the next 
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day through the lain lo :t pixu inn, wIu'K' wet and 
tired and tiioioughly niiserahlc he went lo bed 
wishing he had nevei leli hotne. 'I'lu* next <lay's 
walk hrouglu him within ten miles of HurlingioH^ 
and after another night spent at an inn, one more 
day brought him to the town. 

He found to his regret that he had missed ilie 
regular boat to Phila(lei()hia and lhai theie would 
not be another foi ihree oi four days. I le houglit 
sonic gingerbiead fiom a kindly (lispnsed old wo- 
man, who sympathized with him in his predica- 
ment, and, learning that he was a jn inter, advised 
him to stay in Jhiilington and work al his trade. 
She did not know that somelhing, more (ban a 
pair of hands and a knowledge of how to use them 
would be retpiircd. On his e.vphmalion of the 
impracticability of her suggestion, she olTered 
him lodging and entertainment for the thiee days 
of his pro.spcctive stay in Huiiinglon, which offer 
he accepted, but later in the day while walking on 
the river bank he descried a boat hound for Phila- 
delphia, In which he engaged pa.ssage and, with- 
out being able to return to the home of his hostess 
to say good-bye to her, was soon on his way, 

At midnight, not having remdied Philadelphia 
and fearing that they might pass it in (he daik, the 
party landed and sjient the night on .shore. 'I'lie 
next day they made an early start and sooti were in 
the Quaker city. 
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Samuel Keimer's Shop in Philadclpbm. 

yVAS (in ii l)iii.!;hl Siiiuhiy nKuninf* liikt in 
;i(ibcr, i733> tlnil Jlcnijamin iManklin ai- 
in Philatlclplua, and lin I’oiind liiinsi'll' in 
jrc coiuiasi with Ins sin rduiulinjjs. Me was 
■! woikinji; elollios, pidhably very similar to 
less of appientiees de.sei ibed in (’bapter .1 of 
/olume, bis “best elollies” (lo use bis own 
ssion) bcinp; still in tlie boat wliieh was 
iiiji; them tiroimd by sea. Not beinjt; es|H;- 
jiresenlablo when new and eletin, it can be 
iiied what the ).';aib be woie looked like itfler 
;k or so of eonstsinl' use on sea and land and 
of walks throiijfb mud and dust. 

•i pockets, of bilge eaptteily as was the ens- 
were sitilTed out with shirts and stockings; 

, dirty, hungry, and with only a Dutch dollar 
ifler parting from the shilling which he in- 
1 iiiion paying for his botitride, tigainst the 
St of the boatmen lieciuise of his assistance 
le oars, the rumtway youth from Hoston 
;d on his fust entry into IMuladcIphitt a (igure 
arked contnisl to that of many years later, 
he received a public ovation on his rettirn 
his ambassadorship t:o France, 
s first concern was to obtain something to cat, 
dug up the street IVom the wharf, he met a 
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boy carrying hrcad, and nsocriaiiung vvheic it 
could be purcliased, be woni to the bakeiy and 
asked for three penny wortli. Jn boston it would 
have been only a moderate (luanlity, so he was 
surprised to receive tliree great puffy rolls. I laving 
no room in liis pockets, he i)iit a roll under each 
arm, and, eating the llutd roll, walked up IVlaikel 
Street as far as Fourth Street, lie ])as,sed the 
house in which lived Miss Deborah Read, who 
wa.s standing upon the stoop, and she, siiiick by 
tlie uncouth ligure whiolt he made, thtcied as he 
went by. It was an ungracious thing to do, but 
as Elbert Ilubbaid in his monograph on the Life 
of Franklin says, Benjamin in later years got 
good and even with her; he married her. 

Benjamin found his way l)ack to the wharf 
where, his luinger having been salislied, he gave 
the two roinainiiig rolls of broad lo a woman and 
her child who had been in the boat wiiit him and 
who were going farther. Tenter, he found his way 
to an inn called “The Crooked Billet,” in Water 
Street, where he got dinner, and where he slept 
all afternoon and all night, Monday morning, 
having tidied up a bit, he ])roscnted liim.selfaL the 
sho]) of Andrew Bradford, printer, and, nuieh to 
his surprise, found hi the shoj) the old man, Brad- 
ford’s father, whom he had seen in New York. 

Andrew Bradford having no work for the young 
printer, the elder Bradford ollcrcd to show him to 
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the other Philadelphia printing shop, conducted 
by Samuel Keimer. Keimer placed a composing 
stick ill the boy’s hand to see how he would man- 
age it and then said he would give him employ- 
ment soon, having at the moment nothing for him 
to do. 

William Bradford did not disclose his identity 
to Keimer, who thought the elder man to be a resi- 
dent of the town. Keimer was willing to talk of 
his affairs and prospects and Bradford led him aptly 
on, thereby obtaining information that could not 
but be of interest, if not of profit, to Keimer’s com- 
petitor, Bradford’s son. 

The part played by William Bradford in the 
little comedy caused Benjamin Franklin to refer 
to him in the “Autobiography” as a “crafty old 
sophister” which, however questionable his conduct 
may have been on this occasion, is not in keepingwith 
his standing in New York. He was public printer of 
that state for fifty years, and of New Jersey for 
thirty years; was clerk of the New Jersey Assem- 
bly, and was vestryman for many years of Trinity 
Church in New Y ork City. 

Benjamin Franklin lodged with Andrew Brad- 
ford, in whose shop he did small jobs. A few days 
later he was sent for by Keimer and put regularly 
to work. Keimer’s printing house was not much 
to boast of. There was an old shattered press 
which had never been used and which indeed, 
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to the hower Ihuft of CONVOCATION', 


Y O U, Gentlemen, who ate the Rcprcfcntativcs of the Ckrey of 

are proper Pntrotis of a Worki which treats of Uclifiiott anj 
the CletRy. It is written to promote Eilwrty, Vcitgc and Piety} tfiehi. 
tcrefls of which, I hope, you wiH always cfpoljic, and efteem as yout 
own 5 and willconfeijucntly approve my Defi/jn, and glVc me your Thankjy 
whatever may have been tlw Sitcccfs of my Endeavours. 

The many wild atidunfcriiJtural Claims ftarted, and impetuoully main, 
tain’d by very many of thofc you reprefent (and 1 will) f could fay denied, 
tho’buf faintly, by any conildcrabic Number of othcis.) gavo Occaftoii to 
the foliowing Sheets,* and, having in them, (Iicwn to iny Drctliccn, (!» 
Laity, the Abfordity and Impiety of thole Claims, by Arguments fetch'd 
fromRcarort, thoGofpcI, and the Laws of our Country} I Iliall, in this 
Addrefs fo your fcivcs, endeavour to convince you, that it is your Iiitcrcft 
to drop them} and if I canruccccdin this Point, i preiumc, all other Ar» 
fiuments may lie uf'clcfs. 

Thefe Gentlemen, in the Heat of their Demands and Contention fot 
Power, have gone fo f.ir towards Home, and borrowed lb many of her 
Principles, rhat I fee no other Medium loft for them, blit either to proceed 
on in their Journey thither, (whieh, as they have managM Matters, isiimv 
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vliat Kranklin says of it, could not be used until 
t it iu order, 'riierc was one juiir of cases 
ining a small woin-out font of English, 
:ason for the delay in Heujainin’s ciuploymeiil 
the jieeesaity of wailing iiniil another pair 
cs could be obtained. 

inklin worked steadily, saved a part of his 
i, and made friends (piickly. Keimer did not 
1C idea of his continuing to lodge willi Andrew 
ord, and being unman ied and having no 
of his own, obtained a place for him in the 
I of Mr. Read, father of the Miss Deborah 
oualy mentioned. 

long the friends he made was Sir Willlani 
1, the I'aiglisli governor of the province, whose 
knowledge of the boy came through ac<(uain- 
isliij) with Claiitain Holmes, Henjamin’s 
ler-in-law, master of a sloop tradinj', between 
Ml and Delaware. (Joveriior Keith met Ckip- 
Holnie.s at Newcastle and being attracted by 
ter from the boy which the (aiptain read to 
promised to call ui>on llenjaniin on his re- 
to Philadelpliia. 'I'tiis, the (lovernor and his 
d, Colonel Krencli, of Newcastle, later did, 
1 to the boy’s bewilderment and Keimer’s 
lishment. 'I'lie “Autobiography” says, in de- 
ing the visit: “Keimer stared like a pig 
Micd.” 

r William invited llenjamin to dine and con- 
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versed with him in tlio most filcndly and familiar 
manner. lie a.ssnicd him, what he alieaity knew, 
that the piintcrs at Philadclpliia were wieichccl 
workmen, and i)iom(se(l him if he would set up 
for himself that the pnl)lie hiislness wotdd he jpvcn 
to him and thatasfiovernor he would <Io eveiy other 
service in his jiowcr. Keith ui'tted Henjamin to 
return to IJoston and seeiire his lalhcj's assistance 
and gave him what is deserihed as an “ample” 
letter addressed to the elder Kranklin, recom- 
mending tlie j)rojecl of llcnjamin’s selling up at 
Philadelphia as a thing that must make his for- 
tune,' 

Accordingly Benjamin gave uj) his ])osiiion witli 
Keimer and returned to Boston, llis appearance 
there was ime.\peclc(l and cieated sonu; commoiion. 
The family was glad to see him, e,Kce|)ting possibly 
his brother, who, says K ranklin, “ received me not 
very frankly, looked me all over, and inrned to 
his work again,” Kvidentiy James could not 
forget his former grievance. It can Jnippily he 
recorded, however, that in later years a locoiieilia- 
tion was en'ccte<l. 

The workmen in the brother’s printing oHicc, 
however, were much interested. They had many 
questions to ask and were oi)en-eyed with astonish- 
ment when Benjamin showed them a handful of 
silver money, carelessly exhibited his watch, and 
as a crowning act gave them “a piece of eiglit” 
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( a dollar) with which to puicha.sc liciuid 
\inciU. 

ah Kianklin was ncaily scvciUy years of 
Kifty years of luaihlo under land eoiulitions 
aihiH'd him with a veiy |)osilive <K'ji;iee of 
rvatism. lie reiadved (JovcMiioi K(‘illi’s lel- 
ilh surjnise, sayiiitt I hat he must he of small 
tion to ])roj)ose selling; n]> an ei^diteen-yeai- 
oy in hnsiness. lie flatly declined to he a 
to the enieipiise and wrote a civil letter in 
thankinji; the (lovernoi I'oi the oiler, hut, 
[r he considered his son loo younj^ to he trusted 
;lic manai^emenl of a hnsiness so important, 
was evidently pleaseil with his sini’s projj[iess 
liladelphia, however, and jijave a parental 
nt to his leturn. He advised the hoy to 
luie to save his money, to enltivate friend- 
, and to avoid makin^jenemies hy “lampooninjf 
ii)eiiinj>,” attti promised that if hy the time 
imin was of afi;e he had saved (‘nonji;h money 
t a respeelahle lif,!;nre in the matter of setting 
'i' himself in business, he wonid help out with 
.:st. 

his return to Philadelphia, Benjamin pro- 
d his father’s Ictiei to (Joveinor Keith. Sir 
am on reading it said the father was too 
ent. lie declined he himself would furnish 
noney, directed young l''r!inklin to j>ive him 
iventory of tlie ccjni|)meni neeessiiry iuid he 
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would then send lo lor it. Honjainii 

had kept his negotiations with the (Jovcnior ;i 
secret between them; if he had spoken lo othcK^ 
about it, the real ehaiacter of his onieial patron 
would probably have been leveided to him. 

He prepared an invenioiy ol (he neet-ssaiy ctjiiip- 
ment, costing about live bundled dollais. The 
Cjovernor approved ihc plan ol' the onilii, as he 
probably would have ap[)ioved any that would be 
presented to him, and asked if ii would not be of 
advantage for the youthful priniei himself to go 
to London to select the mateiial. Henjamin .said 
that it would be of advantage and ariangements 
were accordingly made for him to sail on a ves.sel 
jilying between Philadelphia and l.ondon. 

® O ® 

C 11 A P. V. 

Journeyman Printer in London. 

QOVKRNOR KKI'I’ll fre(|uenily invited the 
young printer to his house, alwaj's relerring 
during the visits to the jiroposed new business 
venture as a settled thing; leKers lo inllueniial 
fiiends in Kngland were promised, as well as leders 
of credit with which lo purchase the press, ly|)es, 
paper, and other needed eciuipmeni. 'I’he letters, 
however, were never forthcomings when called foi; 
finally the time arrived for leave-taking, and still 
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uiwl, ('lie (lovoniui's .st't i'fi';iry iii- 
tlliil the ( Jovennir w.ih i-xi u’nu'ly 
he at NoweasiU; hrlore ilie ship 
lul there tlic lei tecs would he de- 

was at Newcastle when the ship 
>iit was a}i;aiii too hiisy tn lie seen, 
secretary piesi-ntcd his excuses 
uU: (hat the ledeis would he sent 
Cloloiiel Kieiich previously meii- 
,he (.loveruor’s despatches to iht! 
lU).*;, which the laptain lefiisei! to 
11 the voyap.e when thcie would he 
t'li the inoinent ai rived there wiav. 
'iijaniiii I'rankliu, and then came 

'chant named Denham, who suh- 
I play an important if limited patt 
tiiklin’s life and who was sharit^; 
ini duiiu|>: the voyajre, came for 
o a knowledj'c of the allair and he 
iManklin of Sir William Keith's 
Denham seoU'ed at the idea of 
viiiji; a letter of iredit, saying; he 
tjive. 

sorniwftdly to accept the conehi- 
heen (leeeive<l and that his theam 
ip; a masier->printer was not to he 
lisappoiutmeiil was keen, hut he 
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seems not to liave iVll .iiiyn.uMi <lf;;tee of .uiiniosiij 
toward its mitlun. fii I.iier yeais he K<’i<oiotislj 
siininu'd U() Keith’s eliaraetei by sayinjf; “He 
wished to please eveiyl)ody: and, liaviiijj lit do to 
t^Ive, he tt^ive expi’clalions. lie was oiheiwisc an 
ingenious, sensible man, and a good /loveinor for 
the people, though ixtl for his i onstiluents, the 
proprietaries, whose insii netions he sometimes 
disiegarded.” Keith was event nally lenioved fiom 
olTu'c and died in lamdon in old ag.e, neglected and 
destitute. 

y\riiving in [.ondon, loaidvlin and his fiieiul, 
James Ralph, who had accotnpanied him, found 
themselves in ti sliange city with only lifteeii 
pistoles, amounting i») ahont sixty dollais, in 
Franklin’s pocket and none in Ralph’s. Ralph 
had some al)ili(y as a wiilei and expected to make 
his living with his jien, hut was nnsncctrssfid and 
after Franklin’s stock of pistoh's was exhausted 
went to a small village wheie he .seemed employ- 
ment as a schoolmaster, 

Franklin immediately secured svork at Samuel 
Palmer’s, a famous printing house in Ihtriholomew 
Close, which was thcc name of tin; enclosed space 
adjoining the Church of St. llartholoinew, the old- 
est eliuridi in London. 'The jninting oliice wa.s 
located in a part of the church called the Ltuiy 
Chapel, at that time ttnd for some lime afterward 
devoted to secular uses. It has .siiic'c been restored 
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toils oiijfinal |)uri)t)scs ami llu* at fciulaiit takes pride 
in sayin^i; l<> visitors, paiiietilaily to those i’loin 
America, Unit it is the site of liu^ piinting olfiee in 
which Benjaiiiin Kianklin woiked at his iiade. In 
the noilh anihidatoiy in the ehnrch is a tablet to 
Thomas Roycioft, printer of the l*olyp;lot Bible of 
1677. 

Samuel Bahner was more than an oidinaiy 
jjiinter. lie had visited America, was lettei- 
iounder as well as j)i inter, and was enttat^ed in the 
wrilinp, of "A History of Brinilnp,,” only a third of 
which he had completed when be died in 173:1. 

He i)io])osed to issue his histoiy in two patts: 
Part 1 , historical, whicii was ijublished in 1632, the 
first history of printing' in lCnp,!ish; and Part .H, 
])iactical. An interestin|.!; fact in connection with 
this (iroposal is that when it became known, to 
quote 'Pimperley’s " Dictionaiy of I’riluint;,” “it 
met with such early and sireimous opiiosition from 
the respective bodies of letter-foundeis, printers, 
and bookbinders, and under an ilBt'iounded appre- 
hension that the discovery of the mystery of those 
ails, especially the two (irst, would render them 
cheap and contemiitiblc . . . that he was 

forced to set it aside.” 

At Palmer’s, h'ranklin was employed in settiiijj; 
the tyi'ie for the tlurd (not the second, as stated in 
the “Autobiography”) edition of a work called 
Wollaston’s “ Religion of Nature.” Some of its lea- 
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soning a])pc:iliiig to him as iinsonnd, hr, wioU; “a 
li4lc au'iaphysica! piece,” enlilled “a l)i(lVrtat'ion 
on T/iheity and Necellity, IMeafiire and Main,” 
in rerutat'ion. It brought him to the I'avorahlo 
attention of iiis cm])loyor, (nil i^ecausc of its 
atheistic attitiule ]''ranltlin al'lerward regretted its 
puldication. lie is said to havi* attempted to 
suppress the edition, l)ut lour copies of I lie pam])h-' 
let arc in existence. 

Ihanklin now decitled to make two clianges. 
His savings had disappeared and his rale of living 
made it dinicult to set aside anything from his 
wages. lie felt the necessity of obtaining an In- 
creased income and he accordingly sought and 
secured a jtosition in a larger ininting ollicc, con- 
ducted by John Watts in (ireat Queen Street, 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in another ])art of tlic city. 
Watts was one of tlic eminent printers of his time. 
He was largely instrumental in c.stahlishing the 
great type-founding itouse of Caslon bS ('ompany. 
William Caslon, its founder, was an engraver of 
ornamental devices on the barrels of hiearms, who 
also made bookbinding stamps and dies that were 
noted by Watts for their neatness ami accuracy. 
He introduced young Caslon to other prominent 
employing printers, with the result that three of 
them raised the sum of live hundred pounds with 
which to set Caslon up in business, Watts contribut- 
ing one fifth of the amoinu, 
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The second ch:inj>c decided upon by Franklin 
was occasioned by llie (act lhat he was bc^fimiing 
to feel the want of exeiciso, to which be liad l)eon 
accustomed in America, and he llicKdoro applied 
for a place in the pressroom Instead of in the com- 
posing room. 'Flu; press on which he woikcd was 
stdxsequently brought to yVmerica and is now pre- 
served in the Museum of the Smithsoni.m 1 ns( it u- 
tion at Washington. Taiter he returned (o com- 
posing-room work, but in the same establishment. 
His expeitness as a compositor resulted in his 
being ])laced on the rush work, which brought a 
higher rate of remuneration. 

't'he entry of a new man into a London printing 
office at the time was marked by the imposition 
upon him by his (ellow workmen of a tax for drink. 
Franklin paid the amount, five shillings, without 
demur, when he went into Watts’ printing office, 
but objected to paying a similar sum on his transfer 
to the composing room of the .same establishment. 
His employer agreed with him and forbade com- 
pliance with the demand. However, after two 
or three weeks, during which time he found his 
cases regularly mixed u)i, the pages of the form 
upon which he might be at work transposed, ami 
other similar annoyances, all of which were as- 
cribed to the chapel ghost, which it was explained 
“ever haunted those not legularly admitted,” he 
surrendered and paid the tax. 
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His al)8Lcmi()iisncss was iho snhjrrt ol roiniiuail 
ecaiisc it was a hciicl anionj; ilu* woikiiuMi tiiat 
5 do strong labor oiui must lu’ods paitakt* ol siiong 
rink. Franklin says: “My companion at the 
refs drank every day a pint (of beei| before 
rcakfaR, a pint at bte.defall with bis biead aiul 
ea, a pint between breakfall and dinner, a pint 
t dinner, a pint in the afternoon alnuit fix o’eloek, 
nd another when be bad ilone Ids day’s woik.” 
'ranklin sliowed them by example the f.dlaiy of 
heir belief as to the sonree of physieal st length. 
On ocealion,” said he, “I eanied up- and down- 
airs a litrge form of type in eaeh hami, when 
thers carried but one iit both hands. 'I’hey won- 
ered to fee from this and feveial inllanees, that 
he ff'otrr-yhut't'itaii, as tlu'y eallial me, wtis 
roiii’i’r iluin tbemfolves, who drank llrong becrl'' 
Franklin’s wages were usually considerably in 
.Kcess of those of his fellows. He nevi'f made a 
St. Monday,” a holiday, obseived by the other 
/orknicn while recovering from the week end’s 
issipalioti. lie received higher wages also be- 
ause of his superior ability, and he did not have 
aiir or live shillings to jiay on S.uuiday night for 
Irink consumed during the week, as di<l most of 
he others. He was soon lendinj* money to them, 
arefully collecting it on pay day, with, one tnay 
>e assured, a reasonaiile addition for interest. 
Acquiring a standing among the men, he jiro- 
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posed some alteiations in their clia(Hd laws which 
were made, ilc oflorcd other sii^^esdons also, 
one being tlie snhslitulion for tin; usual pint of 
bed at breakfast of a “large portinger of liot water 
gruel, fpriiikled with pepper, ci limbed wilh bread 
and a bit of butter in it,” which he conviiu ed them 
made a cheaper breakfasSt and kept (heii heails 
clearer. 

He had been lodging in Lillie Hiitain ai three 
shillings and six ])ence (about eighiy-foui cents) a 
week. He removed to Duke Stre<;t, ncaiei Watts’ 
printing olliee, at the same jiiiee, but <leciding to 
obtain a elieaper lodging so as to increase liis sav- 
ings, he announced the fact to his landlady and she 
reduced the price to one shilling and six pence per 
week. It was a bargain, but lodgings wei<‘ cheap, 
compared to modern standards, in thai day. It 
was about the time that we find Dean Swil’t willing 
n letter to “Stella” in which he says of his (piarters 
in Bury Street, one block away from Duke Stieet; 
“I have a firfl lloor, a dining room and beilroom, at 
eight Ibillings a week, ])lagiiey dear!" 

Not far away from Duke Street is C’raven Street, 
at No. 7 of which was Mrs. Margaiet Sievcnson’s 
boarding-house, where lived Benjamin i‘'ranklin 
during the two periods of his re|)reseniaiion of the 
American Colonies in England, d'he Ikhiscs in 
the street were renumbered twice after he left; 
consequently when the Royal Society, of whii'h he 
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^ a member, in placed a (abba lo bis mein- 
it was attacbed lo the wionp, bouse, and palii- 
: Americans who visited it dnriii)^ ibe succee<linj,r 
ty years \vorship|)c<l aC die wioiifr sbrine. Search 
the London County Council recta ds in recent 
irs established the fact that it was at the house 
viuimbered 36 timt Krauklin lived and at which 
received so mtiny of the world's elect. It Is 
va small hotel wheie those who make aiiantte- 
lUsS sudiciently in advance may occupy the room 
anted so lontt by the fp’cat Amerit'an. 

Vn interesting!; fact in connection with tins 
iod of h'ranklin’s life is that he was an ex[)erL 
miner, and so far as Is known, he was Amerit'a’s 
t amateur athlete. With his accustomed thor- 
tlniess he retul hooks that dealt with the theory 
I practice of water spoits; j>ave exhibitions that 
ited comment to the point that linancial tiid 
i fortlicominj!; in a project to establish a mita- 
iitm in I.ondon for him, and it was further pro- 
led that he travel in i'airope, ttiving exhibitions 
lis dexterity as a swimmer, 
le laid the matter befote his Quaker merchant 
ind Denham, with whont ho had kept in associa- 
n, who di.seourajted it :md advised him to return 
America. Denham was about to j?o back to 
iladelphia with a cpiantity of ji;oods with which to 
;n a store, :nul he projiosed to llenjamin that 
go along and take a position as clerk, kee() the 



hooks, otpy It'lUMs. .111(1 .lUi'iid the wants of cus- 
lonu’is. L.itci iIhic w.i'. to In- .nlvaiuoniciu. 
Dfiihain oliVual tin* «’t|iiival(‘ni oI'oik! Iiini<lri'(l and 
.sixty-si-vni <l(»ll.iis .1 yr.ii a*. conniiK ration, which 
was It'ss than 1* i.niklin was thru iciciviii^r ;|j; 
roinpositor, luK with tin* rvnT-picsrni dositc nf the 
compositor to “j'ci ,i\\ay Irom the c.isc" the ojjer 
[noved tcmiitiipi ami wa*. acerpit'd. /\ccoi(iin(rly 
lhcysailc<l htj-ctlici fiotn I’iiif.laiid, July -> p 17^6. 
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A VOYACIIC acioss the Atlantic Ocean in tho 
caily years of the I'iijJitecnili CViuiiry was 
something of tin inideriaking. 'J'Inr ships wiac 
small and imcomlnrltihlc at hesi, and daring had 
weather t:he conditions hcianic almost imendtii- 
iihle. 'Pile great changes (or the hcitcr in ocean 
travel that two hundred years have hroaght ate 
indicated in the [taper which Franklin wrote en- 
titled: “ Precautions lo He Ufed hy Thole Who Are 
About to Undertake a Sea Voyage,"' lie gives, 
among other things, a list of the viands with which 
each passenger shtjuld etpiip liiinself, I'or says lie, 
“the mod dilagreeahle thing at lea is the ("ookery; 
for there is not properly Ipeaking any profeird 
Cook on board. The word I’ailor is geneially 
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I passenger’s equipment, he advises that 
. Oven made of tin Plates is not a bad piece 
; your Servant may roafl in it a piece 
P 1 5^n or Pork.” He warns against the carry- 
'Ve provisions. “With i-egard to Poultry 
^ ufelefs to carry any with you unlefs you 

ive undertake the Office of feeding and fat- 
'll ^Viem yourfelf. With the little care which 
licen them on board fliip they are almoll all 
ly their fiefh is as tough as Leather.” 

he Voyage upon which Franklin and his mer- 
^J^iend and employer Denham embarked 
^^leven and one half weeks and the diary 
nlcl in. kept shows the trip grew so irksome that 
in ally began to wonder if it would ever come to 
“rr<3- “For my part,” he wrote, “I know not 

It to think of it. . . . Sure the American 

* 

itincuit is not all funk under Water fince we left 
I tife in the Morning and read for an hour or 
► I^erhaps and then Reading grows tirefome. 
nt of Exercife occafions want of Appetite fo 
t Eating and Drinking afford but little Pleaf- 
. X tire myfelf with playing at Drafts, then I 
to Oards; nay, there is no Play fo trifling or 
Idifh but we fly to it for Entertainment.” 
iucli a dull existence afforded plenty of oppor- 
ity for meditation, This fact and Franklin’s 
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usual habit of reflection led liiin to draw up 
hiinscif a plan of life. ‘"I'hoft' who write of | 
Alt of Poetry,” he said, “teach ns, that, ifwewoi 
write what may be worth Reading,, we oii.qhc 
ways, before we beijin, to foiin a ie}.pdai I’laii a 
defij^n of our JMece; otherwife we shall be in Daiif 
of Inconi^ruily. I am apt to think it is (he fai 
as to Life. I have nevei fix’d a rejpilar Deli, 
in Life, by which means it has been a coiiru! 
Variety of diderent Scenes. 1 am now enloiii 
upon a new one; let me, thmefore, make (on 
Refoliitions, and form Come Scheme of Actio 
that henceforth I imiy live in all Refpecis like 
rational Creature. 

“t. Tt is noceflary for me to be extremely I’li 
gal forfome time till I have paid what I owe. 

“2. To endeavor to (peak Truth in evei 
inflancc, (ogive Nobody KxpecMaiions that are iii 
likely to be anfwered, but aim at Sincerity in evei 
Word and Action; the mofl. iimiable. Itxcelleiu 
in a rational Being. 

“3. To apply mj^fclf induflriously to whai 
ever Bufuiefs 1 take in hand, and not divei i in 
mind from my Bufmefs by any foolifh ProjeOl ( 
growing fuddenly rich; for {luluflry and Patiene 
are the furcfl Means of Plenty. 

“4. I rcfolvc to fpeak ill of no Man whatevet 
not even in a matter of 'rrutii ; hut ratlier by Com 
means cxcufe the Fault I hoar chargi’tl upon otlieif 
and upon proper Oecalions, fpeak ail the good , 
know of Everybody.” 
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To this plan he later made additions. One of 
them consisted of a set of twelve virtues, which 
he resolved to practise as follows: 

1. Temperance 7. Sincerity 

2. Silence 8. Justice 

3. Order 9. Moderation 

4. Resolution 10. Cleanliness 

5. Frugality ii. Tranquillity 

6. Industry 12. Chastity 

After practising them for some time he found 
he was doing so well that he had grown proud of 
the fact, which, as he reflected that pride was a 
vice, caused him to add another to the table of 
virtues : 

13. Humility 

Remembering the advice of the Greek philoso- 
pher, Pythagoras, to the effect that daily examina- 
tion is a necessary corollary to an attempt to 
attain perfection, he prepared a chart upon which 
it was his custom to check himself up at the close 
of the day. Of this system of self-examination 
he says : 

“I made a little Book, in which I allotted a 
Page for each of the Virtues. I ruled each Page 
with red Ink, fo as to have feven Columns, one 
for each Day of the Week, marking each Column 
with a Letter for the day. I crofled thefe Columns 
with thirteen red Lines, marking the beginnin' 
of each Line with the firft Letter of one of the 
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lues, on which Line, niul in i(s propri ("ohnr 
I might mnrlv, l)y li little hlack Spot, every K;ui| 
found upon cxuminaiion to have been eoininitt 
rei^ljccting that Virtue upon that Day.” 

The diagram was ai ranged .something like tli 
shown on the next page. 

This chart was at first dr.awn in .a memoraiulu 
book made of paper which, hecan.se of ilu' rre((ucj 
markings, proved not to he .siiilicienily (Iniah) 
consequently it was transferred to one made ( 
ivory leaves and the jccords wete thus kept fi 
many years. 

Order was tl\c one virtue, in whielt ihnaqjhoa 
his whole life Iknjamin I'Yaidilin found ii dilliciil 
to attain anything approaching pei feel ion. (I 
this fault he wrote: “In Trntli, 1 found niyfel 
incorrigible with rofpect to Order; and now I an 
grown old, and my Memory had, I feel veiy fen 
fibly the Want of it.” 

While Franklin was Minister to khance, Willian 
Alexander wrote to him, “Will yon forgive mt 
my Dear Sir for noticing, that yoni Faptns fecni 
to me to lye a little loofel)'^ about your hand.s you 
arc to confider yonrfclf as furronnded l)y fpie.s and 
amongfl People who can make a (’;d>le from a 
Thread; would not a Iparc half hour per day en- 
able your Son to arrange all your Papers, iifelefs or 
not, fo that you could come at them fooner, and 
not One he vifihle to a prying eye?” John Atlatns, 




Diagiam Finnktin used in checking up his ob** 
SCI va nee of the thirteen vjitnes. 
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who usually saw soiucdiin^j to roniedy m cvci 
situation, wlicn he joined the embassy in l^ul 
according to Paiton, at once “ohjeeteil to iliu (j|. 
arrangement of llie })a()eis, and very propcrl 
addressed himself to the task of j)U((ing the eir 
bassy in order. Ho proeiired letter books ani 
pigeon-holes, and performed a great deal of use 
hil, and perliai)S some snpei lliiotis, lal)()r, in ar 
ranging and rectifying the affairs of the ollicc 
In a word, lie put the olliee into red taj)e.** 

Fully realizing the need for all 1 he clieek he could 
put upon his tendency to ne/deet the obseivancc 
of Order in his affairs, I'VaidvIin early in life dovised 
a plan to cover the twenty-four hours of the day, 
as follows : 

THK MORNINO ( 5) Rife, walh, tind addrefs 
( ) Poweiful (loodiiels! 
Que/lion. What gcMul Contrive day’s hufi- 
ihall I do this day? ( 6) nefs, and take tlie 

( ) rcfolution of the day; 
( 7) profeeute the piefeiu 
(Indy, ami breaklall, 

( 8) Work. 

( y) 

(ro) 

(H) 

(12) Read, or oveilook tny 
aeeounts, and dine. 

( i)Woik. 



( .0 

KVl'.NINd ( Pul tliiii|>,s it) I'lu'ir 

QiicHioii. VVIi;U‘ jfODcl pl.HC'.. 

iiavc I (IdiH' to-diiy? ( 7)Sti|)[M’i. MiilicoMlivfi- 

( f') Imii, III lODvcil’iitiiiii. 
( (p I'Aiinuii.iiiiMiul llu'day. 
NK.'irr (i())sin>iK 

(>I) 

( 1.0 

( 0 
( 2) 

( 3 ) 

( ll.) 

Always ;» dci'p lltinkcr on all impoiiant sahjci ts, 
Franklin nirdicafnd lotij:; and tMiiK’ialy tipnn tluif 
of rcli/.5ion nnd as a ivsnll roiniiilaicd liis own 
whii'li lie said he fell' conlained the esseiiiials of 
ovciy known reli|'ion. It was a-, lollows; 

“That there is one (lod who made all Tiiini'S. 

“'riial he governs the Worhl hy his Piovitlenee. 
“That he mij'lu to he worlhipped hy adoration, 
prayer, and thankljpvinp,. 

“But that the moll tieeeptahle (erviec of Clod is 
(loini'iitood to Man. 

“That the Sotil is inunortal. 

“And that ( Jod will eertainly leward Virine. and 
punilh Vice, either here oi inneartei." 
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Coticeivuig CUckI to be tlie fountain of all wisdom, 
he supplemented his creed with this prayer of his 
own composition: 

“ 0 powerful Goodnefs!^ bountiful Father I merci- 
ful Guide I Increafe in me that wifdom which 
difeovers my trued intcred. Strengthen my refo- 
lutions to perform what that wifdom dictates. 
Accept my kind oflices to Thy other children as 
the only return in iny power for Thy cojitiniial 
Favors to me.” 

0 it* it* it^ it* it* it* it* it* it* it* it* it* it* it* it* it> @ it* it* it* i^ 
CHAP. VII. 

In Philadelphia Again as Foreman of 
Keimers Shop. 

■jV/TR. DENHAM set up his store in Water Street. 

He and his young clerk took living quarters 
together and for six months everything went along 
satisfactorily to both. Then both fell ill and al- 
though Franklin recovered Mr. Denham did not. 
The store was taken charge of by his executors 
and Franklin was imder the necessity of djiding a 
new position. 

He tried to secure employment as a merchant’s 
clerk, but, nothing offering, he accepted an offer 
from Samuel Kcimer to take charge of his shop, in 
which was now employed a force of several htincls. 
None was cdicient, however, and it was for the 
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Franklin what was at that time a high rate of 
wages. 

Franklin saw that what Keimer evidently had in 
mind was to employ him until the woikmen, two 
of whom were bound servants, had attained some 
measure of the skill at the printing trade which 
Franklin had brought back from London, and 
then to dispense with the instructor’s services, 
Notwithstanding that fact, however, the foreman- 
ship was accepted. The position was made 
attractive further, by the fact that Keimer closed 
liis shop on Saturday and Sunday, which gave ad- 
ditional time for reading and study. 

The new foreman proceeded to set the shop in 
order and to instruct the workmen. As they 
increased in usefulness Keimer began to grumble 
at what he said were the high wages he was paying 
to Franklin. At the end of the second quarter 
he demanded a rearrangement at a lower rate of 
pay. He became dictatorial in his manner, made 
frequent complaints, and the break finally came 
over a trivial occurrence which is described in the 
‘‘ Autobiography” as follows: 

”At length a Trifle fnapp’d our connedlions; for, 
a great noife happening near the Court-Houfe, I 
put my Head out of the window to fee what was 
the matter. Keimer, being in the ftreet look’d 
up and faw me, call’d out to me in a loud Voice 
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and angry 'I'oik' lo miiul niy Hiinncl's, adding 
fomc rcproachrn! Words, that nettl’d me the more 
for thcii i)ul)liciiy, all the Neig;hh()r.s who were 
looking out on the lame oecalion, being Witnell'es 
liow I was tieal’d. He came ii]) immediately 
into the I’rinting-i loiile, contiiut’d the Quarrel, 
high Words palf’d on both lides, he gave me the 
quarter’s Warning, we had (lipiilat'd, ex()rening a 
wilh that; he had not been oblig’d to Co long a 
Warning. I told him his wilh wa.s unneceirary, 
foi I w'ould leave him that inllant; and so, taking 
my Hat, walk’d out of doors, deliring Meredith, 
whom I law below', to lake care of I’ome things I 
left, and bring them to my lodgings.” 

Hugh Mereditli, referred to above, is described 
as a “Welfli Pennfylvanian, thirty years of age, 
bred to country work, honed, (Vnfihle, had a great 
deal of folid Ohfervalion, was fomething of a 
Keador, hut givem to diink.” He called upon 
Franklin in the evening, to talk malters over. 
He disapproved of l''ranklin’s determination to 
return lo Boston, and suggested that tliey set up a 
partnershii) together, saying that his father would 
furnish the necessary capital as an offset to Frank- 
lin’s knowledge of printing, on a basis of an e(|ual 
distribution of the profits. 'Phe father being in 
town, a further consultation was held, with a 
result that an inventory of a [trinting sho(} was 
given to a merchant W'ith instructions to send it to 
London to be filled. 



Franklin applied to Andrew Bradford for work, 
but was told there was none for him. After re- 
maining idle a few days, Keimer, having in prospect 
an opportunity to secure the printing of the paper 
money of the Province of New Jersey, sent a civil 
message to Franklin, with the result that he re- 
turned to Keimer’s employment. The New Jersey 
order was obtained, Franklin constructed a copper- 
plate press on which to print the money, cut orna- 
ments for use in the design of the paper bills, and 
went to Burlington, then the capital of New Jersey, 
where he remained three months. 

The one-story building which he fitted up as a 
printshop in Burlington has been preserved as a 
museum by a patriotic society because of his early 
connection with it. During his stay in Burlington 
he made many influential friends among the lead- 
ing men of the capital, who rendered valuable as- 
sistance to him when he later went into business 
for himself. 



CHAP. VIII. 

The New Firm of Franklin and Meredith, 

outfit ordered from London arrived at 
about the time Franklin finished the work for 
which he went to Burlington for Keimer, and also 
at about the expiration of the period for which 
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Hugh lVi(‘ro(lith was bound to Kcinicr. Mcrc- 
ditli’s fatlicr advanced one hundred pounds, one 
half tlie moiuy re(iuitod, with a promise of the 
remainder at an early date. Hiey rented a house 
in the lower part of Matket Street at twenty-four 
pounds .1 year :ind sub-let the greater part of it to 
Thomas (Godfrey, with whom l''ranklin took lodg- 
ings. Ciodfiey used his portion of the house for 
the living (luaiters of his family and to aceoninio- 
date his own lousiness, which was that of a glaxicr. 

A countryman walking along the street and look- 
ing for a printer was the first eustomer, having 
been hrougltt in by one of Franklin’s friends. 
“This man’s five Ihillings,” says Franklin, “being 
our firll fruits, iuid coming so fciifonably, gave me 
more pleafure than any crown T have fince earned.” 

The second order was to print forty vshects of a 
work entitled “The riisfoiy of the Rise, Inercase 
and Progress of the (Christian People Ctilled Quak- 
ers.” Keimer had undertaken it, but had failed to 
complete it in time. (Jiving an estimated price 
on the work, h’ranklin did what printers have been 
known to do before and since, (juoted too low. 
When that fact became apitarent he resolved that 
the only course to follow would be to produce one 
sheet every day, and so, even when interntpted 
by other work, he would finish the sheet heforc 
going to hed, and to do this he was obliged often 
to work until eleven o’clock at night. He did the 
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type c()m])():!il ioti aiul Mcicdilh the ])rcsswork. 
One night just ;is a forni of two pages had been 
completed il was pied, but true to his resolution 
he set to woik and did not leave the ]>riiuing office 
until the pi iiad been distiibitted and the jtage set 
up ngnin and piinled. 

The new (inn made a I'avorable impression, 
one reason being, the superior (jualiiy of its work. 
Franklin knew how to set tyfie correctly, how to 
operate ami keej) a jness in order, and how to get 
good cllects upon il. Neither Bradlbrd nor Kei- 
iner was imtetl (or (he exeellence oC his itrinting, 
tiius giving an opening to the young printers, of 
which (hey weie (piiek to lake advantage. 

A notaide insl:inee was in eonnoetion with the 
public priming,. BradCoid was postmaster and 
])rintcr of the laws and othei public documents. 
On one occasion he piinled an achlress of the House 
to the (lovcrnor in a coarse, bhmdciing manner. 
Fianklin and IVlcrcdilh rcpiinled il correctly and 
in good style, and sent a copy to every member of 
the riotise. “'riiey win e fenlible of the dideience,” 
Franklin says; “it (Irengjliencd the hands of our 
friends in the lloufc, and they voted us their 
printers for (be year enfuing.” 

A diniculty soon presented itself to ITankUn 
and Mcicdilh in (he shape of a demand from the 
merchant who had broujidit their outlit (Vom London 
lor the payment of the second half of the purchase 



price. After some discussion, Meredith, who had 
come to the conclusion that he never would be 
successful as a printer, ofifered to withdraw from 
the firm on the following terms as stated to his 
partner: “If you will take the debts of the com- 
]3any upon you, return to my father the hundred 
pounds he has advanced, pay my little perfonal 
debts and give me thirty pounds and a new faddle, 
I will relinquifli the partnerfliip. and leave the 
whole in your hands.” 

Two of Franklin’s personal friends came for- 
ward with an offer of the money required to pay 
off the whole sum due, which offer was accepted 
and the title of the firm was changed to read: 
“ B. Franklin, Printer.” 

The interest of his powerful friend Andrew Ham- 
ilton, whose acquaintance was made at the begin- 
ning of the voyage to England two or three years 
before, which voyage, however, Mr. Flamilton at 
the last moment was prevented from making, now 
obtained the printing of the Newcastle paper money 
and the laws of that government, which patronage 
Franklin retained as long as he continued in busi- 
ness. 

The affairs of B. Franklin, Printer, continued to 
prosper. In 1729, Samuel Keimer went into 
bankruptcy, sold his printing office, and retired 
to Barbadoes. One of his apprentices, David 
Plarry, bought the materials and set up in his place. 
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He had many fiieiuls and Kianklin, loaiing his 
eonipclilion, proposed a pai inership, whieli, foriu- 
natcly foj him, Harry leint led. He neglected his 
business, however, ami soon followed Heiincr to 
JJarhadoes, taking the piinling onifil witli him. 
'Hiis left l''ianklin with hii( a single :iva! for the 
patronage of I’hiladelpliia, Amhew Ihadloul, who 
gave more attention (o the i)ost ollieo than he did 
to his piinting oOice and |)ioved therefore not an 
aggressive C( )m ( )et i t ( )r. 

Franklin now began to tliink of m.miage. I-Ii.s 
landlady interested herself in the matter and what 
hapi)encd mtiy perhaps he best expresscal in his 
own words: 

“Mrs. (lodfrey projed’d a Match for me with 
a relation's Daughter, took opp<ntiinilies of bring- 
ing us often together, till a ferious Courllliip 
on niy patf enfti'd, the tliil being, in heifclf 
very deferving. I'he old Folks encontag’d me by 
contiiuial Invitations to Snp()er, and by leaving us 
together, till at length it was 'I'inu' to explain. 
Mrs. (Jodfrey manag’d our little 'IVeaty. I let 
hei know that 1 expeiM’d as much Money with their 
Daughter as would pay o(f my remaining Debt 
for the Piinting-Houfe, which 1 beli<‘ve was not 
then above a hundred Pounds. She brought me 
word they had no fuch film to fpaie. I. faid they 
might mortgage their Houle in the Poan-Oniec. 
'Phe anfwer to this, after foine Days, was that they 
did not a[)prove the Match; that, on intiuiiy of 
Bradford, they had been inform’d the Printing 



Bufinefs was not a profitable one; the Types would 
foon be worn out, and more want’d; that S. Keimcr 
and D. Harry had fail’d one after the other and I 
fliould probably foon follow them; and therefore I 
was forbidden the Houfe, and the Daughter fliut up.” 

Franklin was in doubt as to whether this action 
expressed the real sentiments of the young woman’s 
family, or whether it was a device to prompt them 
to contract a runaway marriage, which would put 
the family in the position of providing a dowry or 
not, as they chose. Fie resolved to give no further 
consideration to the matter, whereupon Mrs. God- 
frey renewed the overtures. He held to his decision 
and as a result there was a falling out between him 
and the Godfreys, who removed from the house, 
which he then decided to retain wholly for hisown use. 

“But,” says he, “this affair having turn’d my 
Thoughts to Marriage, I look’d round me and 
made overtures of Acquaintance in other Places; 
but foon found that, the Bufiness of a Printer 
being generally thought a poor One, I was not to 
expedt Money with a Wife, unlefs with fuch a One 
as I fliould not otherwife think agreeable.” 

He renewed his acquaintance with Miss Deborah 
Read and on September i, 1730, they were married. 
Of this marriage Franklin said: “She proved a 
good and faithful helpmate, aflifted me much by at- 
tending the Shop; we drove together, and have ever 
mutually endeavor’d to make each other happy.” 
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CHAP. IX. 

Publisher and Bookseller, 

TF A Philadelphian in 1728,” says James Par- 
^ ton, “had been ashed to name the business 
by which, in Philadelphia, a stran^^er could make a 
fortune in twenty years, ihe husiiuiss of a printer 
would have been amon^^ the very last (o occur to 
him. There was no good book-store south of 
Boston, it is true, but also there was no general 
regard for books .south of Boston. Fxce])t Mr. 
James Logan, who had a su()eri) library, and per- 
haps three or four per.sons besides, there was no 
one in Philadelphia who had the true passion for 
books, until our young printer infused it into them. 
Franklin, like poets that Wordsworth s|)caks of, 
had to create the taste by gratifying which he 
wa.s to thrive, Alnumacs, hymn-books, low-])riced 
books of religious controversy, and very rudi- 
mcntal scliool~b(K)ks, were the staple commodities 
of the Philadelphia book-store in the olden time, 
It was not safe to publish any book higher than 
eighteen pence, except by subset iption. Of the 
hooks published in the Colonics before the Revolu- 
tion, nine tenths, at Ica.st, appear to have Itpcn 
sold at lc.ss than eighteen pence. The whole busi- 
ness of printing was trivial, and could be made 
profitable only by jtroseculing succe.ssfully a great 
number of petty ])rojects.” 



Although Franklin and Meredith began to print 
in 1728, the first issue of their press listed by 
Charles R. Hildeburn in his remarkably complete 
work, “A Century of Printing; The Issues of the 
Press in Pennsylvania,” is “A Modefl: Inquiry 
into the Nature and NecefTity of a Paper Currency, 
Print’d and Sold at the New Printing Office near 
the Market, 1729.” Seven other publications 
are ascribed to Franklin and Meredith for that 
year, two of which do not show their imprint, but 
are Icnown to be from their press. 

One pamphlet bearing their imprint was not 
printed by them. It is entitled “A Touch of the 
Times,” and was written and printed by Keimer 
as an answer to an article in the “Mercury” 
which he considered to be aimed at himself, and 
wrongfully ascribed on the title page to the “New 
Printing Office.” It brought forth the following 
advertisement in the “Mercury” dated April 
24, 1729: 

T his may inform thofe that have been 
induc’d to think othervvife, That the filiy 
Paper, called a Touch of the Times, &c. was Wrote, 

PriutM and Publifh’d by Mr. Keimer; and that 
his putting the words New Printing Oflice at the 
Bottom, and inftructing the Hawkers to fay it was 
done there is an Abufe/* 


Franklin’s publication of the “Pennfylvania Ga- 
zette” began in 1729, and “Poor Richard’s Alma- 
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Ju afit t'Utfiht EWwcbm dtr wococ cinmabl , ncmltch SotiniEtenda Ta 

^etwf^lvaruv. gcgcnwartigfer form eincr ^citutig, 

N ACHDEM ich von vcrfchi<r- ncWt dencti fchi/Fcn fo lucr abgehcn 
dcncn teiitfchcn Einwobnem tind anlconimcft> iind aiich das rtdg^iw 
dlcfcs Landed bin crfucKct cder fallen lies freifles derGuter^ iitid 
wordenjCinctcutfcheZcituug was fonft iu-wjifea dlcnlicb bekand^ 
nusgclien zu iaden^ und ihnen darinneti zd ttvochen. 
das vomehmftc qnd merckwfifdigfte AdvcrdflTcincntfi odcr Bckant 
ncucs, fo hicr und in Europa vorfallcri chungeoi wclchc man an micb fchfckcd 
mochtc, 2u commnuiciren j doch aber nidchte, foUen das erftemabi vor 3 fhilL 
hiertu vide mfihe, grolTe cor^cfpon-* 3 mabl abet vor 5 mil; hincin gefetzet? 
dcntzundfluchUnkoftencrfordcrcwcr werden. 

den i Ais babe mich ent^lbblofien^ dc*' Utid wfitl ich nlitzlich crachtc dtd 
ticn teutfehen zu licb gegenwirdges gantzc befchixihiing dtr aufrldrtuiig 
Specimen davon hefaus au geben, imd dicfci*provintz,iuU alien dcrfclbcnprW 
ihnen dabey die Condhiones vrcichc vilcglcn,a*cchtcii undgcfctzcn^bcy cr>f 
«otb wend igzuder continuation dcrfel- mangduog genugfamcr NcuigkcUcii;* 
ben erfordert werden^bekent stumacheu* darinea bekandt zu mochcsi; foltc nicbr 
Erftlich, muftcR xum Nvcnigftcn, um undicniitb feyn, dafscin jcucr^zumAbt 
die unkoftcndicdarauflaufTcn, gut zu wer kinder hat, diefeZeUungen wohl 
machen, 300 diicks k6tinen gedrnekt bcw'nhrc, und am endc deajaht'cs m 
md debitnet werden, und muftc jnjc- cinandcf heiftc ; zumahlda folchcdan^ 
der Townfiiip dazu ein mnnn auage- glcichramalstincChrDnicadiencnkfin- 
machet wcrdcn,wclchcrmir widen Uef* nen, die vorigen GcfchtcHtc darauazu 
fCj wic viclZcUangCnjcdos mahl an ibn erfehen, und die folgcndc' dcllo bolTct 
lu&fteu gefandt weidcn, und dor fie dan zu vcrdchcn. 
wei tciffcinen jcgiichcn zudcilcn und die Audi wird anbey zu bcdcncicca ge*<* 

bc7.«mt]hgdavoreinfordcrnm{il]:e* geben, ob <}a picht rahtfan> ware, hi 
Vor jede Zicitung mofs j^hrlich 10 jeder groflcnTownfliipcincnyciteaden 
Shillihgc crieget, uud davon allequar^ Boten zu bcllcltco, welchcr allc wochc 
tal afli. 6 d. bcznhlct wcrdcti. einmahl nach der ftadt reiten und waa 

Dflgcgen verfprcche ith auf mciner dn jeder da zu bcftcUen hat, mit uch** 
feite, durdt gute Cor^efpondentz die men k6nnc 
ich sn Holland uud England babe allfr So ^Idntm Jie obgemcldtc ai lM 
z^ltdas merkwurdigfle und neucilc fo der OVitcrlchrcibcr vorhanden, wc!ch« 
tin Europa und auch hicr pafbret, alio fo bald ala jmfiglich erfuche in Phik-^ 

dcfphio 

Title page of the first number of Franklin’s German newapapei/ 
Size X 8^^ 
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nack” was]]cKtabIlshcd in 1732- I'-arli will be dealt 
with at length in separate ehapteis. 

The issues oi Franklin jness, (‘xeliisive of the 
“Pennsylvania Gazelle,” “Pool Riehaid’s Alma- 
nack,” the “Philadelphil die Zeidmg,” and the 
“General Magazine,” between the yemrs 1729 and 
i/zjS, in which latter year t lie act ive niaiiagemeiuof 
the printing oflice was tinned ovei (o David Hall, 
numbered more than seven liundted, in which is 
included everything fioni a siiig.le sheet to pielen- 
tious volumes of seveial liiiiidied pages each. 

Early in 1741 Franklin began the publication 
of “The Gcncial Magazine and Ilillorical C'hronidc 
for all the Britidi Plantations in America, to he 
Continu’d Monthly.” A part of the announce- 
ment of the new magazine in the “ Pennsylvania 
Gazette ” was to this elTect : 

“We defire no fiibferiptions. VVe liiall piiblifli 
the Books at our own I'ixpt'iife, and lilk tlie fale 
of them, which Method, we fnppole, will be moll 
agreeable to our Readers, as they will then he at 
Liberty to buy only what they like, and wo lliall 
be under the condaiit Nei'ellity of endeiivoring 
to make every particular Pamphitit worth their 
Money.” 

The “General Magazine” came out late in the 
month and followed by throe days the ptibliciition 
by Andrew Bradford of the lirst number of “'Fhe 
American Magazine or a Monthly View of the 
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Franklin's first lepiint. of a classic, ffc said “The (‘am Majoj “ (17,14) 
“the first translation of a classic in ihc Wcsirin Woihi/Moittct-tiriK this 
edition of the “Moial Disticha" und^SamncI Kcimcr'ft tiiihhVation in r/jc; 
of ‘^Epictetus his Morals/' OuKinal in tlio possession of the ( ’in tin Pnhiislv 
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Political State of the Britilh Colonies,” The 
publication of the twb iiiaKa/ines had been pre- 
ceded by a wordy dispute in tlic newspapers be- 
tween Franklin and John Wehbe, the editor of 
the “American Maj^axine.” Fianklin claimed 
that the idea of publishing a magazine in t he Amer- 
ican Colonics originated with him am! (hat he had 
conchuied with Wehbe an agreement (o edit it, 
but that Webbe had bioken failli, and had be- 
trayed Franklin by laying the plan befoie Hradford 
and inducing him to enter into an agreement on 
better terms than those arranged for with Franklin. 

On the title page of the “(leiieral Magazine” 
appeared a wood ent reproduction of the Prince 
of Wales’ coronet with three plumes and the motto 
“Ich dien.” The contents consisted of theological 
controversy, proceedings of Pailiament, governors’ 
speeches, and extracts fiom l)ooks, veiy little of 
the matter being original, and |)raetically none of 
it of the interesting character of (hat to be found 
in the “Gazette” and “Poor Richard’s Almanack.” 
The information was useful, hut not calculated to 
attract a wide circle of readers, 

The magazine edited by Wehbe and issued by 
Bradford lasted three months. Of Franklin’s 
“General Magazine” six of the monthly numbers 
were published. It contained sixty pages, 3^ x 
Sj inches in size, and was set in type corres()onding 
to modern six point and ten point solid. Only 
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CATALOGUE 

O I’ 

CHOICE ANP VALUABLE 

OOKS, 

CONSISTING OF 

Near 600 Volumes, In mod Faculties 
and Sciences, vix. 

Divinity, History, Law, Ma- 
thiimatics, Fun,osoruY, Phy- 
sic, Poetry, 

Which will beghV 

VO BR 60 I»D for lU’fttly Money only, by BkHIi* 
J'ranklim, «t tha Voji-Ojj\u la PhiUuMti(\^ 
on Wednehiny, the nth. 1744* nt Nine 

it Clock In the Morninp 1 And, for Difpntch, the 
lowdll Brice h aviakVl in cnch Book. 

The Snie to cominuc 'Bhree Weeki, nml no longer ; 
mul whnt then remains will be fold at au pdvaiiccd 
Brice. 

Thofc Perfons that live remote, by fending tlieir 
Orders nrul Money to fnid B, Franklin, tnay 
depend on iJic fo»nc Jufticc ns if prefent, 



AiinmiiRiiiK n J-ule of lujokfi. 1 , i • 

il 111 the [lossPMiion ol tlHsf'niilH Piiidishia/j; C oiiip.iiiy, I luliKicIphiii 

Sl/i- xV' \ 5''. 



Title pnf»u tliar Is* intcicstin/; bn’.msr sliowin^^ a rvpoj;i‘ii»lueiil 
enof) I’lom which IkMijanun I'lMiiktiii’skvoik w.is usually sinM;nl.ir]y 
free, OuHinul in Ridmvay Bianch ol' tho Plulaildijljia Public 
Libraiy. Size 3 J" x 58". 
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i{|vciLisi;im;nt gladdoiuid ilsshon lifcjiippciuing 
nail type ai tlu; boKoin of ihc last paj^c in llic 
and sixth luimhcis. Sinre it is the first Aincr- 
niai^aziiu: advert isoincnl, it is here icp rod need: 

is a I'" R R Y kept over Polo- 

i mack {by the Sub/enher) henir, the i^nfi Road 
and much the niyjirfi mt\i /tom /Innafxdii to ll'ill- 
utmjbuti'i xolit'fc all (lentlrmrn mav dr fiend on a 
fcady Ra/fay/ in a ytwd new lloat \xdlh able Ilamh 
Ricluiul Him, Deputy Poft-iMajlm at Roto math, 

noilu'r puhlication venture of Franklin’s was 
)iinced as the ” PhiladelphilVhe Zeitnng, or 
/rpai)ei in I Ji)j;h“l)uU:h, which will continue 
)c puhlilhcd on Saturdays once a Forini)rlu, 
ly to be deliver’d at d’en a Clock, to Country 
rcribers,” 'i'he editor wjis Louis 'riniothee, 
i}j;u!i}fe nutstcr,” 

Ithough l''ranklin rchites in the “Autobio^?- 
ty” bis early business ventures in considerable 
lil, be makes no mention of either the “(leneral 
fjizinc” or the “ Pbiladeli)birche Zeituntj.” 
d'hough the bulk of the issues of l‘'ranklin’s 
is arc of little moment,” says Paul Leicester 
(1, “there can l)e no doubt tluit as a whole they 
tiiin more of jj;emiine merit than those of iiny 
Iter of the same or jircvious periods in the 
onies, the amount of doctrinal and polemical 
ilojry being a minimum, and bearing a less 
(xntion to the whole mass that can be found 
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I'raoklin cxcclN in cirlt* t>r wliicli fhn* i'l a fintM^xainpIc. 
Original In rhi* Typographif Lihraiy anti Mnsenm of the American 
Type I'mmdenf (’ompany, Jeisey (’iiy, N. J, Si/:c 43'^ x HJ''. 







; V I/ibo»r’« clone for one unrcckonM Ventv 
J y\ncl to nccounr> Icimi S I R, I now oppenr* 
*TwouW give Oflence, could I tlio News relic, irfi% 
^ 7^^nttcmpt it all, here, in iny Icanty V^erfe i 
But if (h* important Parti are nniiVtl again 
That Arlkc the Paillons ntid infpiro the Pen, 

Thp’ Giicf, and Joy, and Anger, thofo nmy rnife, 

And fomo defer vo Rcproacli, and othcra Praifo t 
Such Parts, bv CuAom due, ye will expc6t i 
And fuch will make the noble Mind reflet'. 

C,ii» PuH***^* Tl'infrPi* l>t*r I 


Hcatlinp of “The Yeailv Verses of the Printer's Lad,“ 
Original in the possession of the liisiorical Society of Pennsylvania. 
Si/eP^xihV'^ 
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in the books of <'oiUeini)or:uy Anieiicaii prinlcis. 
In the cailiest years of the veniiire he look the 
risk of piintini^ two little voliinies of Aniericau 
poetry, as well as repriiitinfji othei verses of luiio- 
peaii origin. In 1741 he published (he earliest 
Aiueiiean medical tieatise, Colden’s ‘ Itssay cm 
the Iliac Passion,’ and four years later the second 
Cadwalader’s ‘Kssay on the West India Diy 
(Jripes,’ From his ])ross came the fust two pamph- 
lets against slavery. In ly.pi he reprinted Rich- 
ardson’s ‘Pamela,’ the first novel piinted in y\iner- 
ica. Despite his ])crsonal distegard of the classics, 
he printed as early as 1735, James Logan's 'I'lans- 
lation of Cato’s ‘Moral Distichs,’ the (iist Latin 
work to ho lioth translated and printed in America.” 
"ni'Yanklin’s printing and hook making were of a 
liighcr grade than those of his contemporaries. 
Ills type arrangements, particularly of title pages, 
demonstrate skill, and It is presswork as a rule, 
although it does not measure up to modern stand- 
ards, is good. The hook he regarded as his me- 
chanical inastcrjtiecc was the “Cato Major.” 

A feature of his work which imjncs.ses one is its 
freedom from lypographictil error.s, although they 
did occasionally occur. J.O/yC is to be noted in the 
title page shown on page Ro and the date lines of 
the issues of the “Pcnnfylvania (Jazette ” occasion- 
ally were not changed from the issues of the pre- 
vious week. However, he was able to turn even 




'I'itlr tlu‘ l"‘ranklin is said to have legaidcil as the best 

speeinu'ii oI Iuh liook printing. Onuinal in the possession of the 
Cnrlis I'lihlishini; C'ompnny, Philadelphia. Size x 65^'. 
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found fo, in his Undcrrtaiuling. I a in 
now Oil the foventli h’ook ol iny Ongifivs^ 
(59) wherein I nm cotlcdting all the Monn- 
ineiUa of Antiquity of evtry kind. Iain 
alfo making out tliofo OuUious, that I 
formerly ddivcMCcl in pleading the fevcnil 
Cdtifcs I defended. I am further neatiiig 
of the Civil Law, juul of that of the Au- 
gurs and Poiuids. I lead much CJrcek^ 
and, agreeable to the Pythagoicaii Precept, 
the bcltct; to cxctcifc my Memory, I le- 
colled at Night wliat I have henul, laid 
or done in the Day. Hicfo arc the Me- 
thods I puviuc to keep mv Mind cm nloyed; 
and while witlt a conllant and aulduotis 
Application I ’ continue ihefo pxcrcUes, J 
ciann6C lay I am Icnfiblc of any Want ol 
Strength. I am Hill able to ferve my 
Prieiuls 5 I conte duly to the Senate, and 
tlicrc ptt)pofc fueh Matters of Weight, as I 

have 

(50) C(iU\ Ori^iufs a W(jrk naiLk clli'cinctl hy 
the Koiiuns, but n loft to ui, C. N^/toi Itilornn \i\ 
th«!t ten firil Book tonwincO Ukj 4^1 tom of the IVople o\ 
kmtf (protub)y to the Tnwo of tlic fifll lUjniL or Cir- 
the »tl Ami ^\\ gAWthc Hift 

Kile* of til ftic Cities of Itdty \ the 4 th was the f (ifturv 
of the firil IHintc Wart ;^tb ppvp tfic Iceojuk whu h 
Win In ‘lib own Hint | U tlw ibliowintj he rvla(f<l tfuu 

other 


K.icin^ sliowini- lype .iiiiinnrnirni nf **'] hrt'.ito Mjihu'/' 
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•have loiift- poiu!<'r«l iu«l jUircfted 5 niul I 
fiinnorC what [ puipole with Aii'iiiuciits, 
to vvlm'h htnlily filinij.di can contrihuU: 
Itolhiniv Ami ii h" "‘'iit nl a (vni|ietci<t 
Sliarc oV that Slu'iii-.ih, I (IkuiM In' rofule- 

Tctl uiicajialile ofall ilii'ij ycl I < (uild plead' 
inyfclf, even on luy Conili, with inmiinp 
them over !n luy 'rlionjflii'.. Ami whot vev 
will jiiiiTue the laiiu: jMclIiod';, ami jiiai'llfo 
thus, will feaiec In; feidihle of the Advati- 
Cf6 of Old-A{»e, lull jriadnally llidiiip, on, 

audinfcidihly (Krayini'jwilln.ulany rudden 

Chan(»es, will at lad drop like ripe I-'i nit, 
or (50 t>ir like an expiriun I-ip,hl. 

('HAP. Xlf 

^*11 !'< liiiiil ('Iuii|y ai'ainll Old-Aj\e 
was, 9’hat il i;. {(hey (ay) inCendhle 
to I’lcadire, and the l'’nj(»ynunl!. iiriliin', 
from the < Jrarilications ol the , denies. Ami 
ft'mod hlelUal and heavenly Idlei'l if truly 
is, if it cafes of what in Youth was the 

lined 

‘WnrWjvri, till tli< Canqiirtl of/'ii/f/n/i/a, mvi I’ehii" 
I to IhiVrJxMn tlip Omrjnrll imutinuM 
y f. 1 1 ^ (or v/lm'li /». JhJHmuaf tiolnijiliM 

ad Ycilis Ixrloi**' tlipi OiUonifi* \ for 1 Ami Sfr^iut 
,v>hoin Niffxft nwwcb^ ha*\Vkr6 lociitioriM -io rt* 
"tkwilo (iv;k \Yrti5. 
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errors into nuiKeis of inrercsi, as will be 

noted by the (ollowin^staloineiH fioin Pooi Richard: 

“In niy bill, a lew lanlls efcapM; loiiie belong 
to the Aiithoi, but mol1 to the Ihinlei: bet each 
take his lhare of the blame, conb-l's ami ameiul for 
the fulnre. . . . Ihinteis iiuhaal (hoiild he 

vciy earetnl how they omit a iMgiiie or better; 
‘ For by fiK'h Means Sometimes a (eriible Alteration 
is Made in the Senf(‘. I have heaid, that onee, in a 
new edition of the ‘(.'ommon Prayer,’ the following 
Sentence, ‘We lhall all be chang’d in a Moment, in 
the IVinkling of an bye,’ by the Omillion of a 
lingle better, became, ‘We (liall all be bang’d in a 
Moincnl, to the no Imall Siiipri'/x; of the lirfl: 
Congregation it was read to.” 

Ill connection with the publishing enterprise 
was conducted a stationeiy stoic, as may be noted 
from the following advertisement from the “Ga- 
zette”: 

TUS1' import ’(I from bondon and to he 
^ fold !)y H. l‘'riinklin» .it tht' I 'oft Ollitc, neat 
the Market in I*hihulelpiiia. 

All fort« (»f line l\i|)ei, I^nehntenl, InK-powdei, 

Sealin/; Wax, Wafers, fountain IVns, Ink and 
Sand (ilalfes with Hiafs Heads, IVuniee, and 
Pounce Boxes, Onions, larj^e Ivoiy Books and 
( oinnion ditto, l.itKc and Ouall Oates (lunteis 
Scales, Divideis, PiotuUots, PtK'kel Ooinpaffes, 
hoUi hnp;e and final!, line Pewter Stands piopcr 
for Ofllces and C'ouniiiu; UotilVs, line Me//.t)tinro 
'umd t;ravM Pic tines of Mr. Whitelield, 

Where may he had Variety of Bibles, 

^Peftaments, Pfalteis, Spellini* Books, Ptiniets, 
llotnhooks, and othei fi)tis of ftationeiy waie, 




1 for prliuinfi: ioiuIoihI to on l»v h.mUiii, m'iipml l^v Miv Im.ihLImu 
Oiil'iniil in ilu; iumr'.sitm of ilu* runi-* I’nlitisluntt <'niMn.thv, lliiLuli iplii j 



Hill for puniinK rcniloiTil to ilu* Lihiury ('ouipanv by 
rrankniK Oilf'in.il in tho poNHojiMon of ilu) Amniciin 
rhilosophjcjtl Sni-ioiy, Pbiludclphi.o 
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X^Tlic foio/'oiiif; advcitiscnioiU, which was pub- 
lishcd in 17.(2, is notahh; hccansc ii coiuains the 
earliest known tefeience to fountain pens. They 
were not of course made as are lh<»se of the present, 
the process of p;alvanizin)>: inhlxM' not having been 
discovered until nearly a century later. 

Contiasting stiangely, according to the modern 
viewpoint, with the last paiagra|)h of the foregoing 
advertisement is the following: 

liktilv voung Negroes, one a lad 
X about *1 lu’ ntlu'i a (iiil of ik» to hv fold, 

JiKjuitc of tlu‘ Piuutu, 

These advertisements a|>|)eared ftecpiently, evi- 
dently according to the sfiace at the (mhlishcr’s 
dis(K)sal, as did the following three, which evidence 
the wide range of his o|rera lions: 



KRY Gobi) SACK aths. pe'rVhdlon. 
]ni|iiiriM)r the INin(n hereof, 


^'^KRY good coffee fold by (he I’riiiler 


O lOADY Money for old /vVi/'.i may he'had 

of the Piinlei hereof; hv whom o mm/e fa’ 


Solil vrry letnnfMick, 
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The Pennsylvania Gassette^ 

l^HEN Franklin established himself as a 
'' printer there was but one newspaper in 
Philadelphia, the “American Weekly Meiciuy,” 
fountlcd by Andrew Bradford in 1719 and issued 
continuously by him thereafter. Franklin said of 
it in the “Autobiography”: “The then only news-^ 
paper . . . was a paltry thing, wretchedly 

matiaged, no way entertaining, and yet was profit- 
able. I therefore freely thought a good paper 
would fcarccly fail of good encouragement.” 

On two occasions Franklin found himself the 
victim of misplaced confidence, each time in con- 
nection with a ])ublishing venture and each time 
through betrayal by a man who pronounced his 
name Webb. The first instance is given in the 
previous chapter. The seednd relates to this 
second newspaper which he proi)oscd to establish. 

On a certain day in 1728 there appeared in his 
office one George Webb, a journeyman printer 
from England, who had been bound to Keimer 
but who had jnirchased the remainder of his 
time from his master and employer. To him 
Franklin confided his plan and Webb immediately 
went to Keimer with the information. Keimer 
“clutched at the idea,” hurriedly made arrange- 
ments to forestall his rival in issuing a new news- 
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,1? .[rt JhAk WniU to f TfO n roMc nunnU 
fiC<intStiuclurt|ii ohlt{\M to niikeUro > I ili9 
luctnOi Alt I tiiolt loniamptiblo M»<erbli« In 
Onlor to lK||lfi| riTt>f oiit iiiit lurlui) lilt 

•I » ii, e'** ‘ *■ 


Id lln.l, H lUtlicr of All T||o* (hr* Wiu 

i liii h^en I ^.uiuiu ,1, iiul conuSrSf 

<iKt Iriilnii h/ Iiiin) I etrutil !,N(lurt * * 

Of All lln f.rll ri, /I l» ,.|<hrv,| to M ilut wlikU 
tlimif, If *(0111 «,c (orintll Hu,ilir lo urooouttiff. lb 
Kcyltiii li, Out tr <li(ci Hut it (Mill on the MuicIh. /i- 
< lti>-r Uj(|ATti o| tlio Mooih aiul Jortfiif, tOiUli ^t 9 tjo, 

. - ... t' f ihtoit 
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x..,,. «lt NAbrr, th« upi.ri OUmMaci Arid CAtriotirt^^ 

n * ifuiis .i,c iiLOjiUilly Ittl lu It, 4, lb 
In nl If Ally it I‘A'h1i Wtili ih|| wc liirAb oiiK’AdiiilrAtli 

IJf. Wfiryi iUo |»»I1(0D (i Vfry* iUiKiJT, Wc frtmitMlV' 
lirlfltifcn llif yl. ,v Aililiiui mi *A . 


■i . -I 


atMbll'V K litccffAry, in Ualrr In imnllli nitf ' 
I'lMr ttita pruntr MAterhli ilcfirvli'ft OtAt l^litriUaVi 
to Ini rod il to U with A 1} i a |t a fit inn un ilia 1 cit^'r A. (ho 

firil In tho Affihlbcl , And •% i f »vf i wo ro 1. |nr< Ii 
' ■ “ 


nni \V«tiU bhfy ftrve. oi fo niixiy McJl Jijlci» In ih i Itto 
tb NAture iml I’lopciiy gf iAmni, li tAniint li:ihiriij[lu 
impertinent lo Win It tliolowelH ml fait, Ainl iilvAinc 
by.PlftitCAi to,Oio )ilah«|\l*|UliglKiiOivlad|i<. ivo Aha Iri 
W’aOIIV ti I 'liut to proffcil» 

1 1)d (li tvill tieci!* Ittvo /f to 1 1 ilio firfl 


Aljd Via Alfluo A H|i( «• S>i #lVsi 

TAllWIttn tor it» VU* llnUl It lUeniot irnl 


h* .v; iiv 4 

V*i ‘'f Jl'f iVuuuneUUoH, Out vro 

Jpeili MIC /f H (U A 11 iiilcicr Anil morg puny Sotirirl (bn 
jn/ <ii (Dir NHiildimint Oitlliinll^, ‘fliTcjiwo boid 

friiHftU (nr A Irftffi 1 Heuter, An.( oodhi or flioftot 
ot ( in (f.r/Miir whlr|i would ,i„|,u oiifoi, 

f./WV.'i;. "ij- 


All Attkulito *ia(inil|. In 
conOunU|(t»t.f|ffiMi Author dhirrm, 

lint U (ho fttfl houT|il flaturi? Mt} rpitU nt (Im ri}* 
Ini! And WlIfiB bDrfintti and (hi it itfrik tbi/ilcr 
Motion to form If I Inii A luro opening nl tlinf.l|ii 
Ovaifttvhtt rrnnlng tin (hit b*rtli)itnt of A Dfetffi 


*1 (Ag lio; ^joninTfliity trltli mir i nuttM A» etrfi't fti 

«hl»,»tlijit,(Uy rfro the firft of tlielf l< reral Mnlubtf 

uiAbjl A gffAt(r[)iq<:(«(ice, Itj ihit iliofo OtltntAl thl» litlio tiiH^ 
JJiflfttJrt.yft Atp rot yotvela, 

Soib CtTflekt tiiw thoj^frlranf lo b nclihrr 
VoWAU Vjof ConDmintt Irll ivlut |hii rill 

Aft ^JftraU or l.flitot, I ibi fr , 0 1 ttUr 

)ik« iln Ijf 111 the Uin>» 

wn Our Li lift UA Re I additi^t tint hi* yrri/w An|ieiii 


nJtV .t tv'vnt now vtn ni UiL n^Ut 

^iu * w *. *»" ** ' •/’d ikcp enoiiflfi. Um 1M1! 

M t)iihnftfapli>, which. Allow i| Qu* 

ti\ Hilled An u to the 0* And wiofo taalk, wjMlt* 

on (lielnii mil ill* 
Jlnftul iMcxe.ulH hotl/ln NVrliliift ind ipnklnj wk i 
0 V ” ‘f' ‘*'"1* k. denote It loni, (W 

flirt (unifl ri (ItiHlilc. yf, fid for JUi which UvfnJ* 

HiniiAh, they 111 leu rd an i h (wren 'em, , 0, At 

Un*uh thpy Irll tn the (.niiintwn foiift Aeccni *,4 ^ i'»i 
yi wAi ntii ()i (I1) NiHitfrAl I tucn Amon/t the AiuJinti. 
Mid (ffti.KyM Iff*., \Vlih A Uifli on tho f«p }, h rtoeJ 

I fidl ih tuAhiii ♦/ /Ift, l«£linli*l ^rhii 4 IFW 
fttm tftf tiiceJ,^/i(n-/;/iiy jt^hfteln tlio NiiiiierAl Va* 

thi'i ti* '»lwre«f 


filF-irf A hutMtttt ^uln^tot if tfAlrtt ftffif 
whlJi frinllAtcd initf hn/itijft Verfe, ti, 


jiiT# hid the finie I hodftlit^ who prohihly Sewnt ic 
Iwm the y<»r pf the hfhuU iir ,3rtt,Ve/* Ilut ib le, 
Wti df Prv.HX plyo the ’1 htift Another I tuiu 1 liofd 
FlfUti. liive pfiwftil (lut the nthrevf ytlfM, Arililek 
thd Syriiclt Olifh. Am ml f '(jiironinb, And thit 
trie nme lioiil* if All ihe othtr Arnimin, ' 

^ ^TrwfA IlilddfA, In (hnfr 
Vi 0 A^ylimf ifaff/tJm/foi Wotdi nn-f 
(»^rff'’dingLi fimloiit Alirtt(ile liiil 
iMWiiMemlofli tferilo, tell uCcb yl/r/'i ynl ftf/h* (hd 

fJtJA Irt And hy l<|in(|iennA Vlmdntdl^i 

^^’j^**^** i'f the .tVwlHid tWfflm 

d&orA«oTlilwiMWiiiiiihrm«iWA«wi Iky 


^y| liy It ftlf, i dt lfd«ff,l lUr - 1 aftffn'] 

I Ive IliinJrcd Nhnihtri {in right lInO poft^/Ttl, , 

[l«t we (Inlllirm ohnr,e, once for ill, ihit k.io* 
ntii ftilfHy AiHfiiia (he AfidtniA, (hit ihU Ufool Ntime 

an Ami or of 1)19 VUili Oiolmy, artirmi It 
e*|>«(ly , I .ifldl 0 uttM Nowrre/ #.f awfatAHt 1 

IhU It, lf«f fk Utlnl J, dir tiihrf tkfY Unmitu ti 
if*’* Intfohio'd In the Dava 

Wonfituf dif t'ddi#, upTulnlng wtiAt 

Vi*i ‘*1® uftfrdChft 


tiwriry, IwhffA It 0 ountiniry f/ ttfinNt 
tA^Ut/m Add /kd/tnir/ 4fl ,N/r#f'r/, NttiOJUkti^ 


l<ii*st naftt; of the fiiM Issue of S.imucl KcinieA weekiv newspaper* 
UiJgiiuil in tlic posiiimion ol tlie Ilisioiieal Sucloiy ol Ponnsylvaniu* 
Sl/c 6j7/' .V loj^ 
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Don after, on I )e(eiuI)(M a-i, 173K, there 
_• first' iiunihcr of Iveimei’s “'I'ho Uni- 
letor in all Arts and Sciciiees, and 
a Crazette.” 

ription piiec was ten shillinjjs a year 
cnietifs were inserted at thiee sliillinf;s 
atiire was to l)e the publication of 
Dictionary of the Arts and Sciences” 
list apiieared in London, and which, 
c'c of copyiipjit, adorded a simple and 
filling the pages of the new paper. In 
iher were two cohnnns of the tliciion- 
•ess of the Legislature of Ni’w Jersey 
rnor, his reply, two eolntnns ol’ gon- 
nragraphs, and three adverlisetnents, 
were Keimer’s own. 
verfal Instrut^lor” was an iniprovo- 
gh not veiy mtich of an im|>rovcinciit, 
>rd’s “Weekly Mercury.” Franklin, 
i for what he considered the du])Iicity 
<1 Iveiiner, immediiitely devoted hi.s 
nproving the “Mercury.” lie con- 
nries of papers signed “ Biily-Hody,” 
liniself and his friends of the Junto, 
s created cpiifc a stir in the Colonies 
.1 favorable notice and support to the 
In spire of that fact, however, 
..•ceded in struggling along to the 
ntimher of the “ llnivcrfal fnstrncHor” 
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without iiitcrniptioii. TIkmi cuinc :i delay in 
publication vvliicli was explained by him as fol- 
lows: 

“It certainly mull be aljow’d Comewhat llrange 
that a IValon of IliiOl SiiuTtily, relin’d jiillicc, 
and iinivetral Jawc lo the whole Cicaiion, Ihould 
for a Series of near twenty ^'ears, be the eonllant 
But of Slander, as to be three 'I'imes ruin'd as a 
Mallcr-l’i inter, to be Nine 'I’inies in Ihil'on, one 
of which was Six Yeais together. , . . Kanie, 

that common Strumpet, who long has been my 
avowed Mnemy, to my LoCs (as I may indy fay, 
offcveial 'rhoiifand I’oimds), has fo far dehaueh’d 
my ICiiemies, that by their late Attacks I was 
awak’d wlten fall alleep in Med, jibotiL Kleven at 
Night, over-tird with the 1 /aboiir of the Day, 
and taken away from my Dwelling, by a Writ 
and Summons, it being bafely and eonlidcntly 
given out, that I was that veiy Night about to uia 
away, iho’ there was not the leall Colour or 
Ground forfuch a vile Report.*’ 

Kcimer mtide an arrangement with his creditors 
that enabled “'I'he Univeifai Instnidlor” to reach 
the thirty-ninth number, when it suecumbed, and 
whatever good will it possessed was sold lor a trifling 
sum to Franklin and Meredith. 

Franklin shortened Keimer’s absurd title to the 
concluding three words, ‘"I'lie IVnufylvania Ga- 
ctle” ami occiniied most of the fiont [uige of his 
first number, dated Yhuisday, Scptemlier 35, to 
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NumU XL. 


Pennfylvania GAZETTE. 

Contaiiiiii^ the frcjhcjl Advices T'orei^u ewd DomeTlick, 

From TlmilJby, September a, y. to TlmibUy, Oilohct a. i/ay, 


MIH Fciinfylvdula rJarrttr ttiio to 

U lyothr IhiiA, th Hfj.itf 

mf isptft Jont Aiiouui cj th MttE'J wt 
tlt/itfi to ftrocstd itj, 

)i I ww ej (ilijinbrra^i U /W///(w,rr/n, 
front %ohtt/n Wtrt fjkttt 0>t Mtitrith oj th 
Unlv<f(fll Iiiflriiiflor in all Area nml ^tkiRcn> 
Wbitb iiftufly tita.it th I trfi oj tb\s 
mfiud th4t btfiiiit that wtuthittif, nuuy I htun 
aijlaft ot hjii^mft% 4 itt to nij // n'W p^oEthiy 
It fity Tiiifj h/ott th fEh/t (dn h ^ont thro* 
h thh Aftttntr of^PutdhtUiof/, *Jhrf tin hkt^ 
v)ft in tUfe witinmt litjttaiftt Jtm 
muUt cht l.attf of th AliEtht to tlcff 
(tttdtr attothtf nhfh rthtft to th f am Snljtit^ 
end ftn narlfjty to fyphfh itttJ (omf/ett tt \ 
thfi tidal 1.1 that ihrii rtay Ptrhpt It ^iat 
7 )iia ({fjhm ^ mi ftmt it it Idtiy tlmt thy tW»p 
iftfrt to M^uahtt tfwnfihtt %vtti} am Tartnaht 
Jrt Of mtm ilhUi ham th whit h- 
fort tb/m in a nwtU Uft «'/ htUm onr 
Rtadtrs lolU uot ihiitk fi/ob a ^Utho,f o/wnmtf 
tiitiititij^ Ktmvhiif^t yo h a proptp Out, 

Ilowtuff fh* wt th ttot iiftmi to tot/tf/mt th 
*Pfdf}{iSfh» of tl'ofi E)iytmtarht tn a rwilir 
JipbiihtfkAl MitbiJ^ at hat hthrta hai fW/#j 
ytt dsfiuraf *lhhtf>i txbibitt i ftotn thm tu th 
Cowtfto] thtft ^Vdptrty havi'hat taUrtatmuy 
iofmb of th Ciiaoutf wh timt haJ mi rati- 
flit halt tfa Mvjnt,it;t rf ^eod iAharUt j ml 
St that aro vuufylhu^t Jiilt hhud^ wbltb h* 
Iny bi thi Mamitr'vuhU ttvf rally kjmtut^ fti.iy 
ptfhpi hann of wifid^rahit Vfi^ by ytvwf^ fab 
ihttti to th tsttUait natarat (itfiiia'i r/ oar 
Omtry^ at may (ONtrihutf tlthir to th hui- 
pnumitit tf our tnfatt Mamfalitirtt^ or /<>- 
^arJs tht Inmmctt of taw Omt\ wt prepe/o 
fmt^um to Qimo to (ommuultatt fab pmun’* 
fit V’tfr/j jj iipptar to h of tbe ti/iii ftmrai 
Coi/itiuierr, 

At to th Kfllploui C«i>rff1il|>, flKtrt ef 
muh hat hwi rtlaTfi to th trMk in th/t 
iaptrj„ th Rtatlir mar pt hforri^l^ tEit tf/ 
wlcli JkoK will probably in a futlt *)Ttm h 
prb'tai ami hand up by ft jVf i auJ titjt a bo 
appr irf ef ivitl {hahtf/fj It bttNt pfradif to 
hayt it ajtfff. than in thij broktn inttrr/ipttif 
Mmtr 

Filflt pa^^c of hnii nnmlmr ol ilio 
Original in the Kiilgway Hraiu'h < 
Hi/.e 6^- 


*17>ert a\t many who hain lorn thfni to fit ./ 
Plnvt^'Vaptr ttt IVnnfylvAiiIii tttJwthpe 
thjt itvstlami ti'ho art irw, xrifi (ouirdmt to-* 
watih (it in ihnt^ I bn fub, If'tatk 
itiaiffr iKt an Jnliy ftnfbh^ that to pnrbjb a 
^'tKOi*-J\iptt It not /\i tafy ait (fndatakwy 
at mim *Pt pit tnapjin ft to It, *Ih Jiithr oj 
/Hiiucuc (in th Opinion oftht laaiinj) ony^h 
to h tjnib/iil with an /sttn/ivt Aijaawtfihf 
\vitb / aitf^nafiis^ a p/tai I’a/irtft and Co^amanJ 
cj irrltni^ and Utlannt dhmii cleJiity (wd in-* 
ttHi^ibhf 4111(1 in Jt\v lyordt i bt Jhaid bi able 
to fptak of War hth by ! and and ha j it wiU 
aOinainttd With (Jto/^raibyf wdb tht tb/ierj of 
thTtmtf with thf Jtvtrai fiiltrtjlt fj ^Pnnttt', 
and Stall I. ibt Sarttt an I (h Mattm 

titrf ahd ( n/hna of all p/atiom, *^A(ot that at-* 
w ipb/b'd ,iro vtiy rart in tl it rt/mtt ^Part of 
th n'\rU\ and ft would h wtll tf th Wnur 
of thjk Wipin tonld laah np imon^ hit Vttsudt 
wlat It wanf»ni( h t tmftlf, 

Upon th U’hlty wf may ajfmt tbt ^abhk^ 
that atfar ai th Enmrawmfd u< mat with 
wilt tnablt m Cut autOPatns IbtU bt omtt* 
//7i thii may ntak$ rcncif)l\»i»iA (lAicnc 
at npirtttUt and nfrjnl an / uurtaumtni *>i th 
Ifattni of th Vhinii will allow* 


'Ike I*’olliw(ii(i It ibe bli Mcftafic (m by 
hb Kxrrlkiay Goverdour Rnrut^ lo Oic 
Houfe of Krpfcfcorail^cd b iiojUn. 

(7ii*lfn»M tf itl thxft if 

I 'f li tiot whK Ai vde « ii !'■ convince )oo« (Itii 
I tike il)t 't'lOaUc in ^oiii tiJt, If 

{'('(Tit.lfi 10 npf It ilie J^yei tif il.o ittladril f’fopfe v hofft. 
y'lit it{*t<rrMt« M I hAoiii ^ou tte to (nu lil'clnt to Keep 
111 lKu.M,.jb(e tt iliP irijv ^l ue i}( iliili All il(* I mid nM 

t o hiitlier tor III tiii.lfjijil.tc Proof of iKti I'lilejvoor lo 
liml ilibiiit lliiil ViMir or.kiliic; itie I <d(r of MrAirtid 
r/.tlrjiiit hUtt ol ill? rill III y.er ltd m \our.*l[H‘ 3 Vfr to 
|>n iiiMiihL.t 'tlili I eitct 1 ^ Ilia (III b*f* I of vnnr 
V'nlet) O n* a ( *fy *t itr fiipifi *f fir / uJi tf li-* C**'!* 

tin \f*i(pii /’f»tr i.iih fh Mpppi -tr- 
f*i\ti, <t*-t4ih/n iinft<i It! (\w%il , Yet Ititfr ifMikiAtn 
iiid it the fni« II Mf ttic tjiuirakhM Pirriinifiirnt lo 
write |o I hr ^pt 4 l>r( In rhk Miiinti i itft'ii |l/.nv (/ 
f jrWr/w. t* i*»/ h fdhnt ti la ih C^Aivit** H nin* 
/Ijbi uni* f/n ,lf4p*pf 1 /"Pnrl/ii \fi\t tirivir l/jtirr t* W 

uit 

‘(ja/(Mio” piihllfihcil hy Franklin, 
if the Philaddphiii Public Libiniy. 
X io’K\ 
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Thursday, Octobet 2, 1729, with an announcement 
to its siil)scribers, tlic nuniher being ninety. Two 
weeks later aj)pearcd another announcement, in 
part as follows: 

"The Ihiblilhers ol liiis Pa()er inoeting with con- 
siderable I'aicoiiragenient, are deteimiiied to con- 
tinue it. . . . Krom this time forwaul, in- 

flead of publtlhing a Whole Sheet once a week, as 
the hid' undertaker engag’d to do in his Ihopofals, 
we lhail piiblilh a Half Sheet twice a Week, which 
amounts to tlte fame 'I'liing.” 

Less than two months later, the weekly issues of 
four pages were resumed, and a larger size of type, 
corresponding to tnodern twelve point, as con- 
trasted with the eight ])oint previously used, was 
adopted. Later, various sizes of type.s were em- 
ployed and the issues were dated to cover periods of 
dilTcring length, occasionally as many as twelve 
days. In the issue for Deccmiber 2, 1731, one of 
the four pages was l)lank. 

Kcimer dining his pjoprietorship of the "(la- 
zette" occasionally but not often publislied enough 
advertisements to fill a page. Kninklin increased 
the advertising ]mironage and within a yotir after 
he took over the paper some of its issues contained 
paid announcements occu()yihg neaily two of the 
four pages. 

The type page of "The Univerl'al Inllrudor” 
measured 6/^ x loj inches. Franklin changed the 
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size to 6 h X iOk inches for :ill hut the foiirlh ]>a{>o, 
whicli was sli^litly longer. From Octoher /(, 1739, 
to January 27, I7'|3, inclusive, l.hc size was rctlucetl, 
without explanation, to 6', x inches. 'I'heu it was 
increased to 7,’ x 11 inches, a size laiger than the 
first, with three instead of two cohunns to the 
page. 'I’here were occasional “postsciipls” of a 
single leaf, which after 17,14 were called “supple- 
ments.” 

Editorially the “(Jazette” was of uncommon 
brightness. Its pages were illuminated with the 
(piiet humor to he found in all of l‘'raidvlin’s wiit- 
ings, although with regret it must he noted that 
occasionally the humor was chiiracterized hy a gross- 
ne.ss that can he excused only on the gioimd that it 
was charactotistic of the Limes. 1 lis contributions 
took the form of letters addressed to himself as 
“The Printer of the (Jazette,” usually published in 
one number tmd answered in a later number. 
When the “(lazetie” paid its respects to its con- 
temporal y, the jibes were commonly veiled in an 
indirection that made their hits all the more telling, 
as witness this one, supposed to be a letter from a 
reader: 


“To the Printer of the ‘(Jazette’: 

“As you rometimes take upon you to corred the 
Publick, you ought in your Turn patiently to re- 
ceive ])ublick (Jorrection. My Quarrel againll you 
is, your I’ractice of Publilhing under the Notion of 
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News, old TraiisiiNioiis whicji I hope* wo liavc for- 
got,” 

And the wiitor, who signod hiniscdf “Moinoiy,” 
gave instances ol “nows” loin years or more old 
publivshed in Nos, 6f)(> and 670 of tin; [>apor. 

Franlvlin replied; 

“I need noi fay more in Vindicafion of inyfclf in 
this Charge, than ihai (he Lettei is evidently 
wrong direiH’d, ami (hoiild have been to iho pub- 
lilhcr of the ‘Meieiiry Inarnuii'h as (he Number 
of my I’apei is not yet anionnied to nor arc 
ihofc old ai tides anyvvheie (o he found in the 
‘Gazctle,’ but in the ‘Mereuiy’ of tlie last two 
weeks.” ■ 

Although fond of taking a (hrust at the opposi- 
tion and permitting itself to he the vehicle of 
occasional loaiscnesses, (he “(ia/-elie” was free 
from scandal, I'Vanklin juslly madir this claim for 
it in a letter with which he (iicceiled (lu; rcitriiuing 
of an aitide on “Liber' ftom the London “Specta- 
tor,” as follows; 

“Mr. Franklin: 

“Tho’ your NcwC-iiapcr is rometimes as empty 
as thole of others, yet I think yon have for the moft 
part (tho’ you wcie once in one particidar .a fad 
Oirender) laid the modclly to keep it prel ty clear of 
Scandal, a fuhjcdt that others delight to wallow in.” 

Franklin had dennite opinions on the printing of 
scandid and libel, Tn tho“Autohiogr;iphy ” he says: 
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“In lIio coiulutM of my iirwlpiipcr, I i-arnfully ex- 
clud’d all lihcdliiii!; and pciConal AUnlV, which is of 
late Yeais hccoine m> (lirjpaivfiil to (uir ('oiiniry. 
Whenever 1 was lolicil’d to inletl any (hinf>; of that 
kind, and the VV titers plead’d, as they jienoially did, 
the l/ibeity ol the itrefs, and that a Nevvipaper 
was like a Sta;^ecoaeh, in which atty one who would 
pay had a ii.ii:ht t()a Place, my Anlwta was, that I 
would print the pita'c leparately ifdelii’d, and the 
Author mipjht have as many Clopies as he pleaf’d to 
didrihnto himlelf, hut that I would not take iijtoii 
me to fpiead his detiaidion; and that, havinjf con- 
trad’d with my Suhl’ciilteis to furnilh them with 
what mi|.!;ht he either uCeful ttr enleitaiuing, I could 
not nil their Papers with private Altercation, in 
which they had no Ca)ucern, without doing them 
manifed Injudice.” 

Near the close of his career he wrote an essay en- 
titled “'I’heClouit ol'the Press.” It “could receive 
and promulgate Accufalions of all kinds”; it was 
“iji favor of ahout one (’itii^en in live hundred” 
and was jiot to he “governed hy any of the Rules 
of common Courts of Law.” Oneparagra])h leads: 

“My Projiofal then is to leave the Liberty of 
the Prefs im touch’d, to he cxercif’d in its full 
Extent, Eorce, and Vigor; hut to jiermit the 
Liberty of the Cudgel to go with it -[xiri poffu. 
Thus, my fellow-citizens, if an imjnident Writer 
attacks your Reputation, dearer to you perhaps 
than your life, and jnits his Name to the Charge, 
you may go to him as openly and break his 
Head. If lie conceals himfelf heliind the Printer, 
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:mcl you can iK*vi*itiH‘lors (liCrovcr who he is, you 
may in like Manner way-lay him in the ni|?lit, at- 
tack him hchind, and jirive him u i^ood drubbing, 
'I'lnis I'ai goes iny IbojecM as to private Rcfent- 
ment and Rettibiition. Hut if the pid)liek Ihould 
ever happen to be allront’d, as it ought to be, with 
the condiK^l-of such Wiileis, I would not advife pro- 
ceeding immediately to ihel'o J'ixt remit ies, but that 
we lliould in JVIodcration content omlelves with tar- 
ring and feathering, and tolling them in a Blanket.” 

Some of the news iteitis nITord a striking con- 
trast to those of the present day, as witness this one 
from the issue of b'ehruaiy -it;, 1733, which, while 
more than commonly slat 1 ling, is not entirely iin- 
representafivo. 

‘']‘>om the South-C'atolina Ciazette”; 

“One Day kill tveek, Mr. C'hiirles Jone.s, pur- 
fuing a Rnnawiiy Negio who had robb’d him; he 
came n() with Lite Negro, who refilled and fought him; 
and lie (Iruck the Lock of hi;^ Miilket into the Negro’s 
Scull, and kill'd him. He went and told a Jiillice 
what he had done, who order’d hiin to cut his Mead 
olT, lixit on a Pole, and let it up in ti Crofs-Road; 
whicli was done accordingly near Aihley Kerry.” 

'I'he advertisements in the “(lazette” related to 
runaway seivants, hoises strayed or stolen, real 
estate, “very good live-geese feathets,”yc. for sale. 
In the issue of the “(hi/.etle” of May 30, 1734, ap- 
peared the fust advertising cut, not, however, the 
first used in colonial newspapers, the “Mercury” 
having used them for some months previously. 
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Many of the advertisements have a curious sound 
as viewed by modern standards: 


S IX or Seven Months ago, was lent by 
David Evans> a barbicuing Iron, which he de- 
fires may be return^, he having forgot to whom 
he lent it. 

A LL persons who are indebted to 
^ Flenry Flower late Poftmaster of Pennfyl- 
vania, for Poftage of Letters or otherwife, are de- 
fir’d to pay the fame to him at the old ColFee- 
Houfe in Philadelpliia. 

X) ETWEEN the fecond and third Sun- 

days in June paft, there was ftolen three Bi- 
bles out of the Baptift Meeting-Houfe. . . . 

Whoever gives Notice of the faid Bibles, and fe- 
cures them so that they may be had again, fhall 
have Fifteen Shillings Reward. 

To Bb Sold 

A LIKELY young breeding Negro 
Woman fit for Town or Country Bufinefs, 
has had tlie Small Pox; as alfo a Mill for grinding 
Malt, and a fcreen for cleaning of Malt or any 
other grain; inquire of John Danby in Third 
Street, and Know the Price; tliey will be sold very 
reafonable for ready Money. 

Counterfeiting seems not to have been a difficult 
art two hundred years ago if we are to judge by the 
following advertisement of the government of the 
Province of New Jersey: 

^^Burlington, June 19, 1734. 

T his is to give Publick Notice, that 

fome fraudulent Jerfey Bills have been lately 


i 



io8 'I' he l*('nnsylv(iiii(i Gir^iettc. 

*11 Hnr lini'ion, *11111 tiMMihiun .ill IVis^ns 
that tlit'v in. 13' noi hv iinpnfM upon hy tluim, 
Tliey 111, IV hr pl.iinty ilirtlni^niniM Horn the mm 
oiH'ff bv ^ hefe Ivs; vi/, *1 lirC'o.ic of Anns, ;iikI 
tlir fiift Wonit Tliis, *m' iLiiiipnl with icil Ink, 
whcK'as Ki ihv tuir Hilhi lliry -ire (hull* vvitli 
black (tik: M lie I' r.iuds an* ima li fiulM .iml p.iftcd 
oil tlu* Ikirk :iiul iIh‘ Si/»ncrs N.nnrs (upiiofM to 
ho attiuliv i.iktii (lotn fonu* bnall Milk an<! paftM 
tu the iMauit: and fevotal <ahii finatl P.iu hcsMit** 
fully |>a(V(], (II tnakt* thoin ln<jk likt* the tuieoneH. 


The lbllt)\viii)j ndvert isfinoni has a (lavor 
almost inodcni: 

D r. BA'I’KMAN’S IVoi.iial Drop.s" 

w hit'll jio /►ivt-n with fin It KUMt Sucerfs, in all 
Muxes tuit^of I Umid, C 'on finnpl ii ui, *Sin.i!l ‘Pox, 
Moallos, C'olds, C'niiidr;, and P.iiiis in lb(‘ Ltnihs 
or Joints; tlioy tun* A|pu‘s, anti iho moft vio- 
lent in lilt* Woild, if i.ikin in Time, and 

H^ivo ptiTent K*ilt' in thr nioA taekin/t d'oimenl 
of the (iout; elio lame in all rnit«j nf ('liolieks; tliey 
oitie tlu: kluainiatilm, and what is wtuuletinl mall 
fuilMor Pain.s (lu' they ever fn violent) they i^ive 
Kale in a few iiiiniiieu after taken; they tMl'e After 
i*ainf;> prevent Mife,iiti*u*fs, and ait^ wonderful 
ill the ,Siono and (iiavel in the Kulneys, lllaib 
dcLs and Ureieis; luinpjn|\ away Slime, (It.tvel, 
and oflenliriu's Stones of a hiniiefs, ami ate 
the heft, of Med banes for all Stojipa/'es or Pains 
in the Stomach, Shoitnefa of Hteadt, and Snail- 
iieh.' of the Hieaft, re-enkiiullini^ the almoft ex- 
thiRuisIPd natural Heat in diftMfM llodies, hy 
which Mcan.s they reftoro the laMjtnifiiinK to pet- 
feet Health. '1 heir manner of wo rkin/:'; ift hy mod- 
erate SAveai anti Urine. Koi OhihheipK Dif- 
ternpers no luediclncyet ilifeovered t'aii eompaie 
with it: For it cures' the Ciiipes in their Stomach 



^'he Peunsykuinid (h!;i:cUc. 109 

i<nvrhi. It i’.nilVn wv:\l .inJ liuw.tul Olul- 
10 t.rkc ilu'ii natm.il Kfl’t. It is i.ikrn 
j^uMl SiK'iTfs ill tlu‘ RiiKrtSt iiiul ill a Woid, 
til U’ftnirtl Iliimln^ils nl’ |mhh' Infaius to 
Strni)\th iintl livilini'Cs tluii havr hci'it ii*- 
in inriji flcrliUoin. SdIiI liy Milrs Stuck- 
in Maikcl •Sticcl, Plnl.idclplii.i, piicc ,\h, a 
s Avilli I )ii returns. 


iino l''r;inklin bi'canu" a publislior it was 
I for newspapers to be sent ihrouj^h the 
free, bill the postinasLci had the option 
the privilej'c to siieli as lie ehose, and 
tlenied it to all but his own. The suc- 
Hpapers in Hoston and Philadelphia were 
by the postmasters. 'Phis was an in- 
>thcr ptd)li.shcr.s and was keenly felt by 
i his efforts to extend the circulation of 
ttc.” Ilis only feasible way to secure 
1 distribution was to brll)e the postriders 
is ncw.si)apcrs in addition t(» the post- 
i/n. When he was appointed postmaster 
the mails to all newspapers on terms 
ose he prescribed for himself. When he 
*,puty Po.stmaster (Jeneral for the Col- 
75 H, he withdrew the privilege of free 
1 and established a charge of nine 
ar for each fifty miles of carriage. He 
i*st postmaster to advertise unclaimed 
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CHAR XT. 

Poor Richard's ylhnaiiark. 

A LTHOIlCiirf the eiieydopa'dias arc authority 
for the statement that William Ihacifortl in 
1685 issued the first Ameiicmi almanac, the fact is 
thill Stephen Diiye ininled iin idmiiiiiic in Cam- 
bridge almost (ifty yeiirs before. One of the fust 
issues from Daye’s jiresswas an almanac printed in 
1639 which began with March and 

not with Jantiaiy. Almaiiiics were also issued by 
other Ciimhridge printers juior to Hradford’s. 

William l^radfoid issued the first iilmanac jiub- 
lisiicd in Philndclp|ii;i and it w;is also the first prod- 
uct of his press. Its title was " Kalcndarium 
Pcnnfilvanienfo, or, Americii’s Mcfiinger. Being 
an Alnianaek For the Year of Oracc, 1686.” 

Hildeburn says: “It consists of twenty unpaged 
leaves. 'Phe reverse of the title which, in the copy 
at the Historical Society of Pennsylvaniii, measures 
6 by 3^ inches, the type occupying sfn by 2I 
inches, and half of the succeeding page is filled by 
Atkins’ address ‘To the Reader,’ which is followed 
by Bradford’s: ‘The Printer to the Readers.’ The 
latter was as follows: 

“Hereby imderfiand that after great Cliargc and 
Trouble I have brought that great Art and MyRcry 
of Printing into this [lart of America believing it 
may be of great fervice to you in fiweral ixdpects. 



Kahidarium Pciwfihamenfe , 

America’s Mciringer. 

nr; INC an 

ALMANACK 

I'or the YciirofOmcc, i 68 tf. 

Wlicrcin IS rontniiicd boiii tI\o Hn/'lidi & roiTci|>n 

A«oiini, ik Motions ofili? witfi 

Hip LiinilnnrifSi ('onJiniHiuin, AOk’ibJtliprpsi (Mt-MjfiiiK, 
foiitlihp antlMlIiiR of llH’Moori, wlili Hip rinvpw?ifii (hj 
|Mfr<lhliy,or U wlthi)ipmoli<in{npiil Suiirlfiii^r 

ami ff it intt aiul tk t Irnf of ] 1 1 j' h«\Vfl t cr n 1 1 lie City of /'A/ 

Witli Chronologies, nnti mnny other Notes, Rules, 

ami T iibles, very fnreveiy nviii lo know At h:tve \ All 

whkii lucrtnnodfltnl totlw LonAhiMeof the Province of 
Pfnnfllvatd4, fliHlLAllHKlpof^O Ue/tr. north, with ft ‘J'aLIe 
of Hoorpsfortheihine, whlili nmy fiiillflerfiUly feive avu^ 
A/rnr 7orkt Vajlik IVfJi 'Jtrfcy, Afrfr/W, anJinoff 
jMriJof /V^viWrf, 


By SJA/Vlf. yiTKINS 

Sttidoit In the MAthniiuikki ft ml Alholofjy. 


Sfars in tixir CmftJ fo\{iih{ Sfftra, 

Printed niul Sold by IVilluwi /inidferdy fold nl(bi>y 
the Author nnd //. Mmey in Pljiltulelphifi^ am! 
Pblilp Hicfuirdf 111 1685 . 


I'iist isMit* of Alrji.injii’ 

Onuinnl in the pos.'jCHsioti nj ([le IliMoriuil Socieiy of l^'nin.ylViinia, 







lU poor litr/jard's .-Huuuuirk. 

hoping to fimi Kiu-oiiKigcmcni, not only in 
Almanackj biU wlial olh’ I thall cjifci noon fur the 
ul^c and Icrvicoj'/ (lie In)ial)ilaii(s n| (lioso Pmts, 
Some irregu lari fit's , tlnno ho in this Diaiy, wliichl 
dclire you to j)als by ihis year; lor iieing lately 
come hither, my iVlaft'iinls wore Milphicod, and out 

of order, wheicupuu t was loiml to uit; iMgurcs y 

Letters of various li/os, hu( iiii(l<“rnan(Iing the want 
of fomething r)f lliis iiatiire, and iieing importiined 
thereto, I ventured to make (ndilick this, doliritig 
you to accept llu-ivur, mid by (lie nexi, (as 1 (inti 
encourageniciil) lhail endeavour to have things com'’ 
pleat. And for ilu' ('ii/'c of t’larks, Seiiviners, tife. 
I propofc to print Hlmik bills, Bonds, Letters of 
Attouriicy, Iiuleniiirt's, \Vai rants, fA'. and what 
eJ/^e prefenls itfelf, wheieln i (hall he ready to fejvc 
you, and reniain ymir l'‘rieml. 

Philadelphia, the eSfh 
loth Month, 1685 \V. Bkadi'ord. 

When Benjamin I'Vmiklin in 17,^2 decided to 
issue an almanac for tin: siici ceding year, the hiisi- 
ness of almanac makitig was in a tli living state. 
Says John Bacli McMastor in “Benjamin Franklin 
as a Man of Letters": 

“The almanac was the one piece of literature of 
which the sale was sure. Not a lionschold for a 
hundred miles around llie (U'iiUer, hut if there wa.s 
sixpence to spare, would have vi eojiy. In remote 
towns, where money was not to he had, a dozen 
copies would he bought with potatoes or wheat, and 
disposed of one by one at the hlaeksmitli’s fora 
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few nails; at liic Cavern foi rimi; at some neigh- 
bor’s in paynn'iil of a Hilling dehf. Chapmen 
carried tlu'in in their parks to exeltaiij^e with copper 
kettles and china howls, I'or wot sl ed stockings and 
knit gloves. 'I'liey wen* the diatics, the journals, 
the account l>ooks of tlie poor. Strung ii])on a 
stick and liung beside the chimney-place, they 
formed an unhioken recoid of domestic aH'air.s, in 
many instances foi thirty years. {)n the margin.s 
of one since picked up at a paper mill aio lecorded 
the intetesting cases of a physician's pr.ictice, and 
the names of those who snifered with the smallpox 
and the Ilux. Another has become a complete 
journal of larm life. A third is lilled with verse.s 
written in imitation of Po[)C and Young.” 

Although late in 1733 (here were in I’hiladelphia 
alone seven established almanacs, the fact did not 
deter young Kianklin from entering the field. The 
cost of securing; the c<»py for almanacs from the 
phllomiitlis was belweim twenty to thirty pounds 
each year, which, in view of (he fact that the salaiy 
of the :it(orney-general was only sixty pounds, was 
high pay. h'ranklin proposed to save this expense 
by furnishing his own copy. Since he was to be the 
publisher he did not wish to he known also as the 
author and predi<‘tor of events, and he therefore 
borrowed a (iile which In; found in a T/ondon 
almanac entitled “ Apollo AngHcanus” (the ICnglish 
A.pollo) i.ssiicd by “Richard xSaunders, Student in 
the Phyfical and Mathematic .Sciences.” 



1 746. &* 

^1 Apollo Anglicanus: 

^ '■ “ \ |i’> 

English Apollo; 

S Affiftiiifi sf 

^All Pcrfons in tlK Ri(jlit Uiulcrftiuul- ft3i> 

trp.oK tills Y 1’. A R’s l{ov()liilioiis, as .illl) o( §?/gi 

^ Thlf)^;5 jrift, pioll'JK, ami to come 

A IVofulJ KahiJ^ry vi/.* Yw/A/w or 
•lififi (^rcxoriivi nr Ouuput.itions, tllovd 

pl/tin aiul fuH t)nn t\t)y othri' { with ilu' 

(fi® <►(* tlir Sun, the Nmiulv Rjllnp, sind 

^ 5cttij4' of ilir Moon, and *iUo her houtiuiip,, 
cxai\l; c.duiihtcd ior (tvciy D.i)\ 

^ 0( <;ciiji.il USH (or niiAMllK. 

Ifci«g thcSccond After Jiij/htili*y or Li: a p-Y hah, 

'I’o wlikli ii suMfil, the Moou*$ Aj>(dtiMtion to the' 

rfAfS V/hli i\\<* Lilf'ilnl'jjn of (lu* MJi.ki l Alth S 

Ttjg Rukfl and ’J’4 (»Ic 3 top the Mririirifui ot 'lhih«ri WUh^l> 

J huny oi(k*rlh!n)ii both plcirc«% ufcltil, iful in.\«lUrys 

^3 CalculaicHl according to A R T, Airul /itted to the 

Mciltlhn or t.tUijUr^ \vt\n(vi Jufnuk U p IV|\rrti,4i }>* 
wg MfoiUi'*, i*aUjy liitfii) dt the mliMlfj Conrulfi <>i /"JjlsWt, 
rSi ami, \WtlHJHi rc'jfiljli* I’lmr, iImj wImI^ RfnndonL v»'' 

^ By R I CHARD SAUHD K R ,7, 

ift {li I’hyrH'iil it^tJ MatlicoJrtilCftI 

OiVrrriiiccii’by A^'Wi i » i/J> 


I he Eni'Inh silnunae Emh-iI hy iho oiiHiit.il UiVh.trd ASatituirHi, u 
cail.v lUimher of wliirlt Kiankliti niodelnl hi'i l^iVfLHd''! Alnii 
Oiiiitmal in posscj.smii id the .ntthot. Si/.c x 5}'^ 
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Thu Slice c;«.s of “Poor Richiud’s Almanack” was 
inimcnsc. 'I’lu' (irsi i-dinon was iimncilialcly sold 
out, as was also a second, and hclore the end of the 
year a third was (irinted. Of the Almanack Frank- 
lin says: “1 leaped conljdciahlc profit from it, 
vendinff annually near ten thoulaiid.” 

Poor Richard, althou|!:h entirely fictitious, be- 
came in the minds of (he readois of the almanac a 
very real person. I''ranklin, as lie says, scouicd the 
literature of the ajjjes, and the wisdom thus vsecured 
was served up in (he homely woids of Poor Richatd 
in a way that pioved to he vety accejitahlc to the 
readers. Nor only did the sayings jiass into the 
common speech of the people, but the writings of 
others of that time and the years immediately suc- 
ceeding abound in qnotations from l^)or Richard, 
Indeed, it is true of the jnesent its of the past that 
probably 110 other Aincricaii writer is so frequently 
qiiotcil as Benjamin h'ranklin. 

Poor Riehard in the lirst number gives as a 
reason for the publication of the Almanack: “The 
plain Truth of the Matter is, I am excefiivc poor, 
and my Wife, good Woman, is I tell her, exceUtvc 
proud ; llic cannot hear to lit I’piiming in her Shift of 
Tow, while I do nothing hut ga/,e at (he Stars; and 
has threaten’d more than once to burn all iny Books 
and Rattling-Traps (as (he calls my Innruinonts) if 
I do not make Come prolii:ihlc life of (hem for the 
(jood of my h'amily, 'Che Printer has offer’d me 




Title itiifiC «r ilic fii'it nmnbri of “I’lmi Richiinl't. Aliiiiiiiiiek.' 

«i/.o 
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sonic confulcinhlc sluire of the Prodts, and 1 have 
thus hcgiin to comply with my Dame’s De- 
firc.” 

He gives Ills reatlcrs watning that they must not 
expect too miicli of solid stuff: “And he not thou 
clilluihM, 0 great and Idher reader, if, among the 
many ferious feiUences in my hook, tlioii finden- me 
tiilling now and (hen, and talking idley. In all the 
Dilhes I have hithcrici cooked for thee, there is 
folid Meat enough for thy Money. There arc 
fetaps fioin the 'Pahle of Wifdom, that will, if well 
digeft’d, yield llrong Nourilhment for the Mind, 
hut fciueamilh llomachs cannot eat without Pickles; 
which, it is true, ate good for nothing elfc, but they 
provoke an Apiielite. 'The vain Youth, that reads 
my Almanack for the fake of an idle Joke, will, per- 
haps, meet with :i ferious Reneetion that he may 
the ever tiftcr he the better for,” 

Poor Richard was entertainingly frank about his 
personal family affairs. In the second number, in 
congratulating himself upon the success of the 
Almanack, he announces that his wife has been able 
to Iniy a pot of her own, instead of being obliged to 
borrow one, and that they have got something to 
put into it. “She has alfo got a pair of Shoes, two 
new Shifts, and a new warm Petticoat; and for my 
jiart J have bought a fecond-hand Coat, fo good 
that T am not tiow alhamed to go to 'hown or be 
feen there. 'I'hcfe 'I'hings have render’d her tern- 
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per fo much more i):icilh’k than it uf’d to he, that I 
may fay I have flept more, and mure quietly, 
within this last year, than in tlie thiee foregoing 
years put together.” 

In a stanza of doggeiel in the lirst number he 
takes this fling at llriclget : 

She that will eat her Uieakfaft in her lUd, 

Anti fpentl ihoMoin in diellinn of’lier Head, 

And til at Dinnt'i like a maiden Ihido, 

And i.tlkorNtithinj^all Day Initof I’lide; 

Clod in his Meiey in.iy do imieh to t’.ive hei, 

But whal a Cafe is he in that fhall have her. 

In the next numher of the almanac ap|)ears the 
following stanza by ‘‘Mrs. Ihidget Stnmders, My 
Dutchefs, in anfwer to the print’d Verfes of iall 
Year”; 

He that for the fake of Drink nejj;leei s hi.s 'I'lade, 

And fpends eaeli Night in 'fa veins till 'tis late, 

And lifes when the Sun is four 1 loans high, 

And ne'er regards his ftarving Ibiinily, 

Ood in his Mercy may do imieh to lave him, 

But, Woe to the poor Wife, whole Jait it is to 
have him. 

An astronomical prophecy is as follows: 

“During tlie lirll vilihle Itclipfe Saturn is retro- 
grade: For which reafon the Clrahs will go lidelong, 
and tlie Ro()emaker.4 backward. Adoicuiy will 
have his Share in tliefc alhili.s, ami so coidbund the 
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Speech <)l the People, that wlien a Penafylvanian 
would fay Panther lie Hiall fay Painter. When a 
New Yorker thinks to fay d'his lie (hall say Difs, 
and the I’eople in New Kn^land and Cape May 
will not he able to fay Cow for I heir laves, hut will 
be forc’d to fay Keow by a certain involuntary 
Twill in the Root of their 'ronipies. No Connecti- 
cut Man nor Maiylaiuler will he able to open his 
mouth this year, hut Sir lhall be the firll or la(l 
Syllable he ))ronounces, and foinel lines both. 
Brutes shall {'peak in many Places, and there will 
be above feyen and twenty invtpilar 'Verbs made 
ihlsyeai; if Chimimai don’t interpose. Who can 
help thcl’e niiffortimes.'’ 'I’his year the Stone- 
Blind lhall see hut very little; the Deaf (hall hear 
but ])oorly; and the Dund) lhan’t (peak very plain; 
and it’s much, if my Dame Bridt^ei talks at all 
this year. Whole h’locks. Herds, and Droves of 
Sheep, Swine and Oxen, Cocks and Hens, Ducks 
and Drakes, (!eefe and (iaiulers llndl go to Pot; 
but the Moitality will not he altop, ether so great 
among Cats, Dop.s and Horses. As to Old Age 
’twill lie incurable this Year hecaiti'e of the years 
pall. And towards the h'idl I'ome People will be 
seiz’d with an imaccouniahle Inclination to roall 
and eat their own Tars; Should this be call’d 
Madnefs, DocMors? I think not. Hut the worfl; 
Difcafe of all will he a certain moll horrid, dreadful, 
malignant, catching, porverfe and odious Malady, 
almoll ejiidemical, infomuch that many ihall run 
mad upon it; I c|uakc for very fear when T think 
on’t; for f all'ure you vciy few will cfcapc this 
Difcafe; which is call’d by the learned Albro- 
mazar Lacko’niony.” 
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In another number he propliesies: 

“Ilcforc the middle of this Yeai\ a Wind at N. 
Eaft will arife, during); which (he Water of the Sea 
and Rivers will be in ruch a manner raif’d, that 
great part of the TowJts of Jhdlon, Newport, New 
York, Philadelphia, the I.owlands of Maryland 
and Virginia, and the I'own of Charlenon in South 
Carolina, will be under Water. I lap[)y will it be 
for the Sugar and Salt Handing in the Cellars of 
thofe Places, if there be tight loofs and ceilings 
ovcihcad; otherwife, without being a Conjuror, 
a man may ealily forelel that fticli Commodities 
will receive Damage.” 

In the next number ai)i)cared the following ex- 
planation ; 

“The Water of the Sea aitd Rivers is raif’d in 
Vapors by the Sun, and is form’d inun Clouds in 
the Air, and thence defeends in Rains. Now, 
where there is Rain oveihead (which frec|iicntly 
happens when the Wind is at N. I'!.), the Cities and 
Places on Earth below are cet tainly under Water.” 

Fooling that was most relished by the [lublic 
related to lival almanac makers. 'The one among 
them who was selected to receive the shafts of 
Poor Richard’s wit was 'i'itan heeds, the philo- 
math re8j)onsible for Biadford’s “American Alma- 
nack.” After the paragraph explaining l''ranklin’8 
reasons for publishing, there followed a (iredietioii 
of the foithcoming death of Mr. f.eeds, a device 
that was not original with Franklin, but had been 
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used years beloro in l'aij.>laiul l)y Oeaii SwiJt, when 
he proplicsied the dcalh on a cerLain diito of onc 
Partii<lMe, an almanac maker, J^auritlge sur- 
vived the date and then exiiltingly proclaimed the 
failure of ihe i)rophccy, hu( Swift replied that 
Paitrid}?e was so notorious a liar that his testi- 
mony could not he aeceiited in so im|)oitaiit a 
matter. Franklin was moie i\enile in his jest at 
the exitensc of'l’itan Feeds. I’oor Richard said: 

“Indeed this Motive would have had P'orce 
enough to luiye made me puhlilh an Almanack 
many Years lince, had it not been overpower’d 
by my Regaid lor iny good ]''iicnd and h'dlow 
Student Mr. 'I'itan J/ceds, whole Intciell [ was 
cxtreainly unwilling to hurt: But (his Ohilacic 
(I am far from Ipeaking it with Plcafure) is loon 
to he remov’(l lineeinoxorahle Death, who was never 
known to rcfpei^l: IVlerit, has already i)iepar’d the 
mortal Dart, the fatal Siller has alieady extend’d 
her dellroying Shears, and that ingenious Man mud: 
fooji he taken from us. I le dies, by my Calcula- 
tion made iit his Re<|nen-, on October 17, 1733, 
3h. 29m. P. M. at the very inll ant of the c/ of O and 
By his own Calculation he will ftirvive till 
the 26th of the fame Month. 'Phis fmall Dillercnce 
betwcen tis we have tlifput’d whenever we have 
met thefc 9 Years pall; hut at length he is inclin- 
able to aj>ree with my Jiidjpm'ut: Which of us is 
moll exacH', a little 'Pime will now determine. 
As tiierefore thefe Provinces may not longer ex- 
pcdl to fee any of his Performaiu'es after this 
Year, I think my felf free, to tiike u[) the 'Palk, and 
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rcqucfl a Hiarc of (Ik; publifk I'-nroiira^^cment; 
will’d) I am tlu* moio apt to Iiopo for on this Ac- 
couni', that lli<.' I^nycr of my Almanat'k may con- 
fuicr liiml'cir, not <nily as piinhalin/i an ufeful 
Uteiilil, but as pnloimin^^an Act of Charily, to his 
pool Kiiiaul aiul Servant,” 

Leeds replied indip.nanily, as ('‘lanldin hoped he 
would, whidi resulted in ftiilher lel’erenee to the 
matter in tlu; seeond number of 'd‘oor Ridiard’s 
Almanack” as follows: 

“In the rref.uT to my kill Almanack, 1 foretold 
the Death of my dear old hriond and hellow-Stu- 
denl, the leam’d and ingenious Mr. 'ritan Leeds, 
which was (o be on the jyih of ()ctober, 173^, 3h. 
29m. Ik M, at the very Inllani oft he of CO and y : 
By his own C’aicniation he was to snivive till the 
26th of the same Month, and evpiie in the 'rime of 
the I'idipfe, near u <t*doek P. M. At, which of 
thefe '1 imes he died, or whether he be really dead, 
I cannot :it this [nefeiit VViiling pofitiyely alliire 
my Readers; foiafmnch as a Diforder in my own 
Family demand’d my Piefeiiee, and would not 
lermit me its 1 ha<l itiiend’d, to be with him in his 
all Monieiiis, to receive his lull I'anbiayc, to elofe 
lis ICyes, and do the Duly of a I'liend in |)erforni- 
ing the lail Olliees of (he Depart'd. 'Ihercfore 
it is (hat 1 eannot jiolitively aflirm whether he be 
dead or nol. . . . 'I'here is liowever (and I 

cannot fpeak it without Sorrow) lliere i.s the 
llrongeH; Probability that my dear iMiem) is no 
more: for thcie apiietirs in his Nanu;, as I am af- 
far’d, an Almanack for the Year i7.M> i’t which 1 
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am treat’d in a very j^rofs and nnliandromc ATan- 
ncr, in wliich [ am call’d a ralfc PicdiiHer, and 
Ijriiorant, a conceit’d Scrihler, a Pool, and a Lyar. 
Mr. Leeds was too well bred to ufe any Man fo 
indecently and so rcnriiloully, and moreover his 
I'dleem and AlTection (or me was exiraordinary; 
So that it is to he lear’d that ramj)lilet may be 
only a Contrivance of lomehody or other, who 
hoj)es ])erhtips to fell two or three yeat’s Almanacks 
llill, hy the foie Korce and Virtue of Mr. l.eeds’ 
Name; hut certainly, to pul Words into the Mouth 
of a Cieutleman and a Man of Letters, againll 
his Friend, which the meanell and moll fcandalous 
of the Pcoi)Ie mi|.fht he alham’d to utter even in 
a drunken Quairel, is an unpardonable Injury 
to his Memory, and an Tmiiolition U])on the 
Publick.” 

Leeds replied itgain, and to this rei)ly in the issue 
for 1735 Poor Richard makes reference: 

“Put having receiv’d much Ahufe from Titan 
Leeds deceas’d ('Pitan Ixeds when living would 
aot have nf’d me fo!) 1 say, having receiv’d much 
'\bule frtuti the (Iholl of Titan f.eeds, who pre- 
tends to be Hill living, and to wiiie Almanacks in 
:^pi|fht of me and my Predidlions, T cannot help 
aying, that tho’ I take it patiently, I take it very 
ankintlly. And whatever jte may pretend ’tis 
indoid)tedly true that he is really defunct and 
lead. I'drll becaufe the Stars are feldom dif- 
ippointed, never but in the Cafe of wife Men, 
ypirtis chminahitwr a/lrix, and they forelhow’d 
lis Death at the d'ime I predidled it. Secondly, 
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’'I'vvius iici'(‘(l;tiy lu* (In mid dit- 

;dly at that 'I’inio, (or ihr I lonoiir of yUlrology, the 
Art pndVir’d I)olli by him and his l''.uher hcldic 
him. 'riiiidly, ”l'is plain to rveiy one that reads 
his two lail Altnanaeivs (Idi 17M and 35) that they 
arc not written with that hil'e his Pei rorinanccs life 
to he wi it ten with; (he Wit is low and Hal, the little 
lliiils dull and Ipiriiless, nothin|r rniait in them 
blit Jludihras's Voiles a.i'aiidl Atlrol(>j>y at the 
Ilcads ol' (he Months in the lal 1 , wide)) no A(- 
troiot>:oi hilt a dead one would liave iid'ertcd, and 
no Man living would 01 lonld wiiti; fuoh Stuff as 

the rcR. But lallly 1 oonviot him in his own 

Words, thal ho is dead [ex nrr fiio coiidi'innalus 
cfl) for in his Preface to his Ahnanaok for 1734, he 
says. Saiindois adds another (Irols I'aKhood in 
his Almanaolv, vi/. that hy my (iwn ('’aloulation 
I (hall (urvivo iiniil tiu' .thlh of (lie (aid Month 

Ootoher, 1733, which is as mil me as the (orincr. 

Now if it he as heeds fays, uni rue and a ^rofs 
KaKhood (ha( he suiviv’d till (ho 26th olOctober, 
1733, I hen it is ooriainly true that he died before 
that 'rime; and if he died hefoio that d'ime, he is 
dead now, to all Inlonis and Pm poles, any thing 
he may Cay to (he oontraiy notwitldlaniling.” 

But the feat me that g.ivo widi-st popularity to 
“Poor Richard's Almanack” was I In* short epigrain- 
matio sayings with which ho (died the blank spaces 
on the calendar pages as shown in the illustration 
on j)age I2<;. d'hey were mixed with the calendar 
annoiineements indisci imiuatidy and aie to be 
distinguisheil oidy hy (he didVreiiee in type face. 
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A fe.\v of these maxims, selertod al raiulom, arc as 
follows: 

“Kcc() thy flioj), and thy fliop will keep thcc.” 
“Dili};enee is the Mother ol ( lood Luck.” 

“(jod hel])K 'riiom that help 'riietnlelves.” 
“Bargainiipi; has neither iMieiuls nor Relations.” 
“Kaily to Bed, I'kiily to rife, makes a Mat) healthy, 
weali hy and wife.” 

“y\n Kmptj'- Ha^ ennnot (land npiight.” 

"Ben heats his l*ato and faneys wit will come; 
"]htt he may kiux'k, there’s Nobody at home.” 

Franklin summed them up in a preface to the 
Almanack of 1758 (not 1757, as was stated in the 
"Autobiography”) which is sometimes entitled 
"Father Abraham’s Speech to the American People” 
and sometimes "'riic Way to Wealth.” (¥it Paul 
Leicester Ford says: 

“Tt is this jtrcfacc which has given the name of 
Poor Richard currency in alien races, and a (jiiot- 
able ([iiality to this d:ty. It has been ()rinted and 
reprijited ag:iin and again. In every si/e, from a 
‘pot duodecimo’ up to ‘ impel ial folio’; in thou- 
sands for the plow-boy, and in limited and privately 
nrinted editions at the expense <>f noblenien; for the 
‘penny-horrible’ hawker, and for the bibliomaniac; 
for the ‘Society for Preserving Proiierty y\gainst 
Republieans and Levelers,’ and for the ‘Associa- 
tion for Improving the (’ondilion of the Poor’; and 
under the titles of ' Ktither Abraluim’s Speech,’ 
‘‘riu! Way to Wealth,’ and ‘La Science du Bon- 
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homnu' RiclKinl,’ it lias pr()Vt'(l itsolf one of the 
most popular Aineiican writings. Seventy-five 
editions of it have been piinted in l-aiglish, fifty-six 
in Frcneii, eleven in (ieiinan, and nine in Italian. 
It has been translated hito Spanisli, Danish, 
Swcdisli, VVelsli, 1‘olish, ( 'aelie, Russian, Holieiniaii, 
J)iitdi, C’atalan, C’hinese, modern (Ireek, and 
phonetie wiiting. It has been piinted at least four 
luindied times, and is to-day as popular as ever.” 

Testimony to the value of the wisdenn of the 
maxims is given by John Paul Jones, famous in 
Amerie.m histoiy as a naval ollieer in tlu;^Yarof the 
Revolution. 'I'iie govei nment of I' ranee had ])roni- 
ised a new ship to Jones and he waited at Rrest, on 
the seaeoasL, month after month for it to arrive. 
He wrote for a fulfilment of llie promise to evety- 
bodywiio might he eomieeted with the transaetion, 
even to the King of Kianee himself, but the ve.ssel 
was not fortheoming,. One d.ty he eatne aeross a 
co()y ol “Poor Riehard’s Almanaek'’ in which he 
reiid the sentence, “ If you would have your Biifi- 
nefs <lone, go; if not, fend.” I le took the hint, ini- 
inediately jomneyed to Yeisailles, and .soon ob- 
tained an Older for the pureha.se of the ship which, 
in grateful teeog.nition ol the source lioin which 
came the sugiystion that brought an end to his 
diniculties, he named lloiinih' Rtrhtnd, 
f For twenty-live yeais ]‘‘ranklin eoin|>iled and 
printed the Almanack, the one in wliieli appears 
the summing up of its philosophy lieing the last one 
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edited by liiin. In Ty|S it was enlarged from 
twcnty-roiir to tiiiily-slx ])ages and the size from 2a- 
xs^- inches to 3,’, inches, the name being 
changed to “ Poor Richard Improved.” Small 
engravings first appeared in the issue for 
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CHAP. X n. 
As a Business Man. 


Ridincfs, iho I’l.iniu) .iiul I’lr.-ifure of my T.ifc, 
'fhoii i-h.irminfi IVUrtK-rs, thou vratuioiis Wife; 

Thou l'!nfmv» dioii KiiciKl, t<> (Iticf, 

'J’hou hiiiiiffi UK! till, iiiid hiin/,; H' m»i no Relief, 
'I'hou hitter, fweel, thou plo.ifinp,, teuzitiK Thing, 
Thou He<', tluit witli thy I hmey wear.s u Sdng; 
Sonu! Refpite, nrithee do, yet do not give, 

I c:mnot with diet, nor wiiliout thee live. 


CO WROl'JO Poor Richard in his Almanack of 
1743, fourteen yetirs after Benjtunin I'Tanklin 
went into business for himself and six years before 
the date of his retirement permanently frotn it. 
The wisdom tliat ex|)etience in business h;id 
brought to liim tnul with which Poor Richard for so 
many years pointed the wtiy to achievement is to be 
found tersely stated in the epignims and aphorisms 
which (illed what would otherwise have been the 
hlaiik spaces in the Almanack. To those who 
would look further into his husiness {)hiloso])hy arc 
commended the short pa[)ers entitled “Advice to a 
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Younfv 'ri.uirlin.in,” “ I liiKs l(»r Tliolo Tluit Would 
Be Ridi,” and paitirulaily "'i'lu' Way lo Wc:i)ih/’ 
winch has Ih'cii drsci ilx-d as “(ht* I)csi scininn ever 
preachctl upon iiuhisliy aiul I'lippility.” Prof. 
Albeit llemy Sniyih loiiiul seveiity-ihiee repe- 
titions in h'lanklin’s wiiiinj-s of his f.ivoriie phrase 
“iiuliisdy and Irnp.ality,” and adds “there are 
many inoie.” 

Idle j^ieal business enleipiises of (he pri'sent day 
had no connieipaii in the Ameiiea of die 
teenth dentniy. We were then (inly a country of 
sliopkeepeis, John l'\ Watson pjves an interesting 
picture of the business men of that time. 

“'I'he Irailesmen beloKi the Revolution (1 men- 
tion those facts with all p.ood leelinp,),” he says, 
“were an entirely dilleieiit geneiation of men from 
the present. Between (hem and what were deemed 
the iiereilitaty f'eiillemeii (here w.is .t mat ked diO'er- 
enee. ‘'riu; gentry think seoin ol leather ainons,’ 
saitl Shakespeare. In (tilth, the aiistocraey of the 
gentlemen then w.as noticed, if not fell, and it was 
to cheek any undue assumption of ascendency in 
them that the others invented the rallying name of 
‘the beat her Ajmm C'lub ’ a name wiili wliich they 
were familiar hefon; l''tanklin’s ‘junta’ was formed, 
and received (haf other name. In that day the 
tratlesmen and tbeii families bad I'ar lyss piide than 
now. While at iludr woik, or in g,oi(ig tibroad on 
weekday.s, all sneli ;ts followed rough t rades, such as 
carpentens, inason.s, coo|)ers, blacksmiths, Hii'c., uni- 
versally wore a leathern apron before them, and 
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covering all their vest. Dingy Inickskin breeches, 
once yellow, and cheek shirts and a red llannel 
jacket was the coininon wear of most working men ; 
and all men and hoys fiom iho conn tiy wore vsecn in 
the streets in lealhei hreeches and aprons aiul 
would have been deemed out of character without 
them. In those days, tailors, shoemakers, and hat- 
tets waited on customers to take their measurCvS, 
and afloiward called with garmeitts to (it them on 
before (inished. 

“No masters were seen exempted from ])ersonal 
labour in any branch of business living on the 
ptohts derived (10m many hired journeymen; and 
no places weie souj’ht out at much expense, and 
disitlay of signs and decorated windows, to allure 
custom. Then almost every appicntiec, when of 
a^e, ran his coual chance for his share of businctis in 
his neighbonrnood, by setting up for himself, and, 
with an apprentice or two, |>ctting into a cheap lo- 
cation, and by dint of ap|>hcntion and good work, 
recommending himself to his neighbourhood. 

“The ovei worked and ]>ainfully excited business 
men of the present day lutve little conception of the 
tranquil and composetl business luibits of their fore- 
fathers in the same line of pursuits in Philadelphia. 
The excited tind anxious (malers of this day might 
he glad to give up half of their present elaborate 
gains, to ])ossess hut half of the peace and content- 
metU felt and enioyed by their moderate and tran- 
quil progenitors.*^’ 

James Parton in bis “ l/ife of Benjamin Franklin” 
adds to the ])icture of the colonial business man and 
his activities by saying, “A store w'as simply a 
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(l\vclliii/r Iioii.sc, with :i loom I’lill of j^oods on the 
j[![n)iiii<l lloor, and a wooden In'c-hlvo, aiu'h()r, Bible, 
ship, basket, or erowii, luini>, ovin* ibc door.” 

lUnij.'iinin Kratdviin did not stop with preaching 
to others it) his Almanack and “(la/cetlc” correct 
priiK'iples in business. I le piai tised (bein himself. 
Indnstry, frn^^ality, ino<h-.siy of demeanoi, self- 
reliance these weie tlie loimdation stones upon 
which he binll, and I hilt he hnili well is iittesLcd by 
the coinpiiratively shoit peiiod in whicli he secured 
a competence iind was (>n:ihled to it'tire. 

Hut there, were cioidvcis in I’hil.idelphiii at the 
lime when he went into business as theie .seem to be 
in iill places at all times. One such, whom he de- 
scribes :is “a IV'ilon ofixite, an eldeily Man, with a 
wife Look and a very ^p-ave Miimu'r of fpciiking,” 
one day .sloppt'd at his <loor, itsked him il' he were 
iheyoimg man who had hitely opened the ))rinting 
house, and, being answeied in the alliimative, ex- 
pressed his sympathy on the ground tluit the entcr- 
piise was sure to fail. 

d'he elderly gentleniiin wiis not alont' in his dismal 
jirophecy. In jt discussion at wh;ii wiis called the 
‘'Merchants’ Mvery Night C'hd)” the general 
opinion Wiis that since tluni* were iilready two 
jninters in I’hiliidelphia. a third could not succeed. 
Hut a Dr. Haird gave a eontiiiry opinion. "The In- 
diinry of thiit l'‘riinklin,” siiiil he, "is ftiperior to 
iinything i ovci law of the kind; 3 lee him Hill at 
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work when I go home from Club and he is at work 
again before his neighbors are out of bed.” 

Diligence was characteristic of Franklin’s long 
and busy life. At the age of sixty-nine we find him 
writing to his friend Priestly, “In the Morning at 
fix I am at the Committee of Safety, which Com- 
mittee holds till near nine, when I am at the Con- 
grefs and that fits till afler four in the afternoon.” 

Franklin had a due regard for appearances, A 
chapter in the “Autobiography” is to the following 
effect : 

“In order to fecurc my Credit and Character as a 
Tradefman, I took c;are not only to be in reality in- 
duflrioLis and fiugal, but to avoid all Appearance to 
the contrary. T dreff’d jilainly; I was feen at no 
Places of idle Divcrfion. I never went out a fifliing 
or Oiooting; a book, indeed, sometimes debauch’d 
me from my Work, but that was feldom, fnug, and 
gave no Scandal; and, to Ihow that I was not above 
my Businefs, I fometimes brought home the Paper 1 
inirchafed at the ftores through the flrcets on a 
Wheelbarrow.” 

Franklin’s independence is illustrated by an 
anecdote related by Jared Sparks. Some of the 
patrons of the “Pennsylvania Gazette” thought 
that he was too free in his criticism of the public acts 
of certain persons of high standing and warned him 
against its continuance as prejudicial to his business 
welfare. By way of answer, Franklin invited his 
critics and the other gentlemen of whom they spoke. 
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lo supper. 'I’liey uceeptod, imd wlien they had 
assembled at Ids buaid they round, nuich to ihclr 
siiipiise, nothing befbie them hut two puddings 
made of coarse meal, usually calKal “sawdust jjud- 
ding,” and a stone pitehei of water, hiauklin ate 
heartily, although his guests fouiid it pr.iciically im- 
possible to do so. When he had (inislied he dis- 
missed them with the slaltaueul, “My fiieiuls, any 
ojie who can subsist on sawdust puddinp, and water, 
as f can, needs no man’s paiioii.igc'.’’ 

l'V:mklin was carefid of the <piality o|‘ his work. 
Wliile letirning his iiadc*, and afteiwaid when fol- 
lowing it, he looked carefidly intoeveiy method and 
])iocess, with :i view to dettu minin/; for him.self the 
rea.soji for each opeiaiion, atid IVe(pi(mtIy he was 
able to substitute j)et let (nies. I'ixatninatioii of the 
hooks and pamphlets he juinted shows his worklo 
have been of a uniformly higher g.rade tium that of 
the other piinteis of his tinn* <»r of the pi'iiod which 
preceded his. We Inivc* tilu'ady seen (p. 64) how 
heohtttined one of his liisi ouKus, the public print- 
ing of Penn.sylvjinia, because of the better ((iiality 
of his workniiinship. 

Of kraidvlin’s position in the busiiu’ss world in 
174,1, sixleen years after he began and four yeais be- 
fore he was to retire, Parl<m says; 

“llis ‘(ia/etli'’ became the leadinj;; newspaper of 
all the region between New ^'ork and ('harleston. 
J’oor Richard continued to anuii.e the wliole conn- 
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try, lo the j!;ro:U profit of its primer, who was 
oblij'od lo pill ic to press early iit Oeioher in order to 
^et :i sipiidy of copies to the lemote colonics by 
the be,i»inninj3 ol' the new year. All the best jobs 
of ))rin(in{*; }'iveu out' by the ])iovinces of Mew Jer- 
sey, Maryland, I’onnsylvania, and Delaware, fell 
to the oliice of Franklin; who, Iry means of his 
jraitnersliips, had a share also in the t.ro(Kl thin.i;s 
ofVirjpnia, New York, the CaioHnas, and (Jeorgia. 
Ilis schoolbooks, his liand-books of faiiicry, agri- 
culture, and medicine, bis numberless small pamj)h~ 
lets, bis considerable imporlalions from I'ingland, 
all contiibuted to swell bis gains,” 

Of these ])ronts Patton adds; “Probably bis 
business in tbe most prosperous years did not yield 
a profit of more than two thousand pounds sterling. 
Ihil tlierc was noi, ptoltably, another printer in the 
Colonies whose annual profits exceeded five hun- 
dred itounds,” 

Sydney (leorge h'isher in “The 'rrue Benjamin 
Fianklin,” says: “Although exiremely economical 
and ihiifiy in praclice as well as in precc|)l, he 
hud very Hide love of money, and took no pleasure 
in business for mere business’ sake,” I'isher esti- 
mates k'ranklin’s fortune at the time of his 
death to have been “considerably over one hun- 
dred ihmisand dollars,” Parton gives the amount 
“at a liberal estimate, one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dolkiis, of wliich about two-thiuls was pro- 
ductive,” 
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C !I A P. X I t I. 
Partncrsiulis. 

TN AT/L his hiisiiu'ss juniii^fcnu'iijs Ik'njainin 
Kiiitiklin was carcrtil to have coinplc'ic' iindei* 
statidiii^s ill lulvatur, ft is tlu' aliiiosi (iiiivoraal 
cxpcrioiu'c that pailn(Mshi|)s aiv piolilic souices 
oi’cpiarrols. iMaiiklin had many Inisincss parinci- 
ships, hut all, willi possibly one cvccpl ion, ttiiiicd 
out salisfaciorily. I'his was owiui^, lu* said, “a 
good (leal to (lie Pioeaiilion oi‘ liaviii)', very ox- 
jilieilly Kelflcd, in our ai tides, t;veiy thing to be 
done by or expected IVoni eaeh Paidier lb that 
there was Nothing lo dilpule; wliidi Pieeaution 
,1 would theielbre reeoniniend lo all who ciitei 
into parinei (hips; lor, whaievei (dleem Partners 
may have (or, and (’onlidenei' in, each other at the 
time of tile ('ontrad, little Jeaioiilies and Dilgulls 
may arife, with Ideas of I luapialily in (he C'are and 
Hiirden, Ihdiners, which are aiiiaided often 
with Hreaeli of l''riendnn[i and of the eoiniexioii; 
])eihaps with lawfuits and other difagreeahle 
Con(b(juonees.” 

It is interesting to sjieeulate on how wide might 
have become the o|)era(ions of Ifenjamin l‘'rankliji 
liad he eontinued in business for (he remainder of 
his long life. Suec'css in printing nowaday.s is con- 
sidered to be entirely a matler ol* personality, 
l^ome one man or gvotip of men dominaies every 
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piintinff cstahlislunent, which means that it is 
ncccssaiily a local business. In all tlic United 
States, witli niojc than thirty-one thousand piint- 
ing and i)td)lishinj'; establishments, there arc coni- 
paiatively few coiuluclinji; ])laius in places remote 
from iheir main ollices. Benjamin I'lnnidin opei- 
ated piintinp, houses located in widely separated 
pails of ihe Clolonies and the West Indies, lie 
was the first American tiiist mappmle and the only 
one so fa I as the prim ing business is concerned. 

'file liisl of his ventures of the kind aftei the 
dissolution of the linn of iMunklin and Meredith 
occnired in 1731, when lie had been in business 
only three years. 'I’his parineiship was with 
'fhomtis Whiteinaish, who began in Charleston, 
S. C., Oi’tobei t, 1731, itiul who the next year es- 
tablished a newspaper, the “CJazette,” the first 
paper in either of the Carolinas. Jle wns'aficr- 
watd tippoinleil printer to the goveriiinent. 

hhanklin had later another partner in Chailes- 
ton, as successor to WbitemaKsh. lie was Peter 
Timothy, son of the bonis 'I'imotboe, who, as pre- 
viously related, was the editor of Franklin’s CJer- 
man newspaper, the '* Pliiladelphifche Zeitung.” 

'I'hree partnerships concern themselves with 
relatives. I laving become reconciled to Ins brother 
James, whom he visited, in Newport, R. L, to 
which place James had removed his [uinting ollice 
from Boston, I'TanIdin returned to Philadelphia 
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witli his lirothcr’s son, wlio :ilso bore I be name of 
James, l.uif'jK him the piinliii.t; Inule, and a few 
years later sen( liim baelt to Newport with a new 
assort inenl of types to be added to the eepiipmeiit 
which his molhei was iisinp, in her manaj'emeiu 
siicceodinfj; the death <»r the boy’s father. This 
w;is a phihiniluopic rather than a biisiiK'ss enter- 
I)tise. 

Franklin luid another nephi'W, Ihaijainin Mc- 
eom, .son of one o( his sisters, whom he look into 
his shop in l*bila<lelphia, tati^^Jii the trade, and 
then established in busine.ss in Antijpia, West 
Indies, '(’he boy afieiward letiiiiual to Boston, 
where Franklin a},!;ain helped to set him ii[) in busi- 
ness. Jle was only modeniiely sneeessfnl and 
later made atiother move this lime, (o New Jlaven, 
where Fnuiklin procured for him the ollice of post- 
master. 

William Dimhtp was tmother of Franklin’.s part- 
ners who Wits :i relative, tilflioip.di by marria/;o, lie 
having niiirried into Mrs. k'ninkliii’s family. lie 
liegan jirinting at Lancaster, bni later nunoved to 
Fliiladelpiiia. According to Istiiah 'riiomas his 
“printing wa.s correctly and handsomely cxciaited." 
rie siihseipiently left the Inisiiicss to enp.a/a^ in the 
study of divinity, iiiul in 1768 })ecame the rector of 
a parisli in Virginia. 

Saimicl Holland and Benjamin Fninkllii signed 
an iigrceincnl June r.(, 175.I, under wlileh tlollaiul 
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bcgiiti t«» ])rinl ii! Lniu’UHlor, P;i. Fninklin was to 
lei Ifollaiul have a priniinj,; press and type; liol- 
iand was to keep them in good order and to ])ay 
thirty pounds a year in four instalments. Hall 
and Miller were the names of (wo otheis of Frank- 
lin’s ])ai(n<us at Laneasier. All of the Lancaster 
|)artners, inehiding William Dunlap, were prob- 
ably coimeetial with (he same plant. 

William Smith was also a partner of Fiaiddin 
in the West Indies, lie established in Dominica 
in “ The Frecjxnt (lazettc or the Dominica 
Advert ifer” ])iinted weekly on Saturday “on 
foollea]) Iheet and with new long primer :ind fmall 
pica type.” 

Hildebiirn gives three other partnerships, all in 
Philadeli)hia, as follows: B. Franklin and G, 
Armbrnester, 1747-T750: B. Franklin and J. Boehm, 
I7,p)-]7qi; and B. Franklin and A. Aimhriicstcr, 
1754-^7.';^. 

Articles of agreement were signed February 
27, 1741, between lienjamln Franklin and James 
Parker, who had served his apprenticeship with 
William Bradford in New York, by the terms of 
which Parker was to establish hiniself in that city. 
When Bradford discojttinned the publication of 
his “New York CJazette” Parker reestablished the 
paper under the title of “Yhe New York (Jazette, 
Revived in the Weekly Poll-Boy,” and he probably 
retained Bradford’s subscription list. 
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'riio ori|i;in.'il a^ficcnicnf with Paiivcr was for six 
ycais, hut it coiiliiUR'd until I'aikcr’s death in 
1770. I'Vaidclin provided the plant, which is 
(piolod by Livinjjsion lo have l)een: “A Printing 
PreCswith all its nceeHaiy y\p()ui(onau(es, together 
with 400 Pounds Weight of laUlias; hut of ‘all 
charges for Paper, Ink, Pall, "Pyinpans, Wool, Oyl 
and other things nocenaiy,* two thirds was en- 
tered agaiurt Parker and one thiul ag.ainsi Frank- 
lin.” 'The profits or losses were divided in the 
siime (iroporlions, 

WheJi Franklin retired from active business he 
turned over his ])nnling and publishing Inisincss 
to David Hall, ins foreman, who was to carry it on 
under the firm name of Franklin and Hall and to 
pay Fianiclin one thousand ])ounds a year for 
eighteen years, at the end of which lime Hall was 
to become sole proprietor. 'Phis agreement Hall 
faithfully carried out. 

In the final settlement Jtimos Parker .acted as 
Franklin’s representative, (ho latter hi'itig then in 
England. Parker made an itivetitory attd ap- 
praisal (i)p. 92, 93) shovvitig that I bill had not kept 
the outfit u}) to a very high standard of ellleiency. 
'I'he nKiiuiscript of his report to I''rank 11 n Is in the 
Typograj)hic labniry and Museum of (he American 
Type Founders Company in Jersey ('1(39 and since 
it has not previously been |)nhlished is hero given 
in full, 'riie. long letter seems to justify ihcdcs- 
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ignation Koinctimes made of Paikcr as “the weep- 
ing pliiiosopher.” It is as follows: 

Philadelphia, b'chniaiy 3, 1766. 

Hon. Sir: 

This accompanies one Copy of ilie State of your 
Accounts with Mr. Hall accoiding to the bed of my 
Skill and Judgment, and the Quantity and State 
of the IbinlingOnice: And tho’ 1 have endeavoured 
to mention every 'Piling as plainly as [ coidd, yet 
poflibly some Ail ides may need a little ltx[)lana~ 
tion, belides what is fo let down: 'The Valuation 
of the Printing Materials feeins fmaller than I im- 
agin’d it wotdtl be; but as I examin’d all the Letter, 
and faw the whole weigh’d, I could not do otlier- 
ways: for the greatell Part of the Letter is much 
worn; the Old Brevier fit for very little, and Mr. 
Plall purpofes to throw it by as foon as he can, hav- 
ing got a new Fount himfelf already come over, to 
ufc in its Steail,- and indeed the whole is worn 
much, except the Double Pica, tmd newed Englilb, 
tho’ neither of them are new, we weigh’d the Poims 
and Pages of Almanacks C’c. with all their Rules 
in and iibout them, so that thole Rules are charged 
in the Letter the fame as the Letter: In weighing a 
Form, we only took the Chace out of the Weight,- • 
and in weighing the Letter in the Cafes, we weigh’d 
two emjity Cafes first, and Look their Weight al- 
ways out of it, -the Furniture and Rules not actu- 
ally up in Forms was but little and poor, and he 
mud foon get himfelf more:- -One of the Predes is 
alinoll done its bed, having been mended fo often, 
as to be very patch’d and Mackled : --On the whole, 
I think I have valued it, at what I thought was the 
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Value of it, fuppolini; no y\(Ivaiit:i}’:o of one want- 
ing to buy i(, or of one wauling to fell it, (ui either 
li(ie to 1)0 taken.- yet Mr. Hall fays, if tliere be 
any I’artieulais in it, that you (ball malo* ohjecHiou 
to, he is willint!: it (lioiihPbe rec 4 ilie<l. With Rc- 
sp’a‘1 to the I’aper ftunilheil by you he fays, he 
had no other Rub* to afe<‘riaiu il, than by the 
Work-Hooks, whieli we earefully look’d over, and 
(et down the (Jiianlity ufed in ev('iy job and 
Newipaper, As the Paper ui'ed lot Pul)lie Work 
iHdoic lysb, and fundi y other Woik, had been 
felllod anil aeeounted for to you alre.idy, as by the 
Aeeonnts he piodtieed in your own Wiitintt ap- 
peals.' 'I'ho’ wo (ottled l)ie Pocket AlinanacKS 
ho fold at bd which is as he fold (hem wholesale, 
yet ho charp,os you with thost' lent to Rhode 
tsiand hut at ^\xl whieli wei<* part of thofe he 
charges liimlolf fw/ at.- 'Phe Money [)aid by him 
in I'ingiand ;it luudry 'Piines, as ehar/^ied iStirl. 
wo reckon’d lOxchango ((t\ 170, as a Medium, as 
for fomo of that Money ho gave! above L. too— and 
for fomo othois little more than 160, _ and we 
have boon as cxtiOl in reckoning every thing its we 
poHibly could.- Wo had gone on very nigh (milhing 
wlien wo roeoiledloil lonu! o( the Money, both of 
wiiat you roeoivod, and what ho had, was duo to 
you before the Partnoilhip began: Ibis obliged 
iis to have a new releari'h, and a ihoiough now 
lO.vainiuiition of all (ho Hooks ami M'counts, and 
dileoverod, that ho had ri'ceived the (inn of C. 246. 
4:2^' of Money duo to yoii bi'fore the Partnorlhip 
hogan, which Sum being included alii'ady in the 
Articles of Nunih, 1 on (ho C'redit Side, \yhoreby 
you are credited lor one hall o( it, we credited the 
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other Hair at the l^ottoni of the General Account, 
being ,C.i23.2:ii — Again we found of the Sums you 
had received, the fiun of £.185.6:7 which belonged 
to you before the Paitncrlliii) began, and as you had 
been charged with the Half of that in No. 3 Debtor 
fide, fo we have credited the ('leneral Account for 
that Half £. 92.13 :3J —-This we thought the moll 
eligible Way, as we had already enter’d and call 
up the Whole before: On your Confidering the 
Matter, 1 think you will find this to be the right, 
and perhaps the bell that could be, to let fuch 
blent! ’d Accounts in the cleared Light. — ^'I'herc 
are fome of the Books and Pamphlets printed in 
the Partnerlhi]) unfold, fonie of which he has taken 
to himfelf, and allowed for them, but fome others 
which doji’t appear faleable, he has left, and if 
hereafter any of them fells, he will account for 
them: — ^Aiid upon the Whole, if any Millake or 
Error lhall be Itereafter difeovered on either Side, 
he is willing it ihould be resided, — If you Ihould 
return lunne this Spring or Summer, you can ex- 
amine anything you lliall think wrong yourfelf: — 
As 1 lliall leave the linal iialliu}^ of them, till I hear 
from you, or fuch Return to do it yourfelf. 

My lad to you was from Burlington, the End of 
lad December, and beginning of January: — I came 
down here, tho’ fcarcc able to crawl, the i6th 
indant ,— 1 continued all the red of the Month to 
proceed on with the Accounts, whenever T was able 
to dir, tho’ [ had a Relapfe, or rather only an In- 
creafe of the Pain, a few Days after 1 came,, that 
rendered me unable to walk for three Days, — 
and am dill but very poorly,—! hope to be able 
to get back again to Burlington,— as it is not com- 
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furtablc to bo fick from home;- -nor ibcro ncitlier>if 
it could be help’d. — I have now been in the (knit 
Llnee Monlh.«^, and have had it foine Day.s in the 
Heart and Ktomach lb had, I (houghi I could not 
live; — My Son been lick above ihiee Months, — and 
he is hut pooily yet, (lio’ he is inending, and likely to 
get well. On tlie Whole, ihis yeai pall has been a 
diAredcd one with me. Ibtt, (iod’s Will be done. 

Mr. Koxeroft is gone to Virginie, and 1 have not 
iu’ard any tiling from liim llnee his OepaiUuc:— 
I wilh 1 may hoar from you, belbie the haul of 
this Month, wliere I am to put the, ihinting- 
Materials of lb Mecom’s that are now at Jbirling- 
lon: I have no body there at Work, all my Boys 
being gone to New York W Woodbiidge; And in- 
deed, I have no work thoie for them to do, if they 
were there;- I would immediately away to New 
York now, wete I able to (ravel at any Rate, but 
I even fear, I lliall hardly he able (o get hack to 
Burlington only, as tlie Weather is imcomfortablc; 
hut f will go as foou as I can.- I llilnk I wrote you 
before, 1 had fecured the (loods you lent to Mr. 
Hughes, hut they are imopen’d, as I would be 
there my.self.' I wrote alfo to Balfmir, wliicli I 
indofed to yon, and liojie yon wii! iiave received 
it: -I don’t know any thing ftnlher material 
about All'airs wherein I am concerned,- And 
tliofe relating to the Piihlick you will douhllcfs 
have fiom altler and better Iland.s 1 wrote to 
B. Mecom lately, but had but a Ihort Aniwer, that 
he would foon fend me the Account is'c,- I have 
wrote again -- But, I fear nothing can <[uickcn 
his Siuggilhnefs, I have told I loll I intend to 
come to New York, and take my Printing Office 
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-jii’l know what he dcfi^jns: lie keeps it 
\ me: I heard the (Joiitlemcn of Vir- 
iryinjf to get a new Ihiiiter, in C)])p<)ri“ 
Hoyle, heeaufe ho declined going on, or 
ic’h under the [idlucncc of the (Jovernor 
as (heen aiul Rind are parted. I iin- 
is the Man, and that they have bought 
lia( was Stretch’s, which by an Invoice 
, was very comploai aiul good; fo that 
it will he had for Hilly irunler whether 
or dies: — It was reported Hoyle grew 
his Return home hut as we have not 
y from thence, I can’t fay no more 
id Douhtlefs you will hoar from thence 
'oxcroft foon, who can give you a better 
the Matter. 

■ icccirarily to send you two copies of the 
'c.-- - fo another to the same Purpofes as 
. leave in Mr. Hall’s Hands to be for- 
-^ou, with them, Thcicfore, I think I can 
e, than all Refpeds ^c, from 
Your most obliged Sci-vt. 

James Parker. 

Hall made fomc Demands for hiring 
3 fays he hired one at your Particular 
one 'rime: -that he Inul one conflanlly 
ind for iH Monthstwoof ’em: never lei s 
Vcclc, and groat Part of the 'Pime 25.-- 
I keep one Still, to draw out Accounts 
;he Money due, and thinks part of the 
Duld be yours:- "As the Articles were 
It Stead, and my Power did not extend 
juld only refer it to you:- Two Iron 
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Fire places of yours arc Icfl,^ an<l lie haviiijr a yo'^- qj. 
two a/^o, piirchaled two Cannon St()vcs, lu; keeps 
them himfelf, as lie bought them with his own Money. 

Burlington, Fob. 10. - I got as well home hero as I 
expcdecl: the Gout nol<iui(e left me yet. ■ Asfonn 
as my Strength will admit, 1 (hall let foiward for 
New ynrk:-“-No Backet come in yet tho’ momen- 
tarily cxpccn.od: — I fliall send (lowii B, Mecom’s 
Printing OHice to Philadelphia, immediately, as 
Mrs. Franklin (ays Hic will (ee C’aie taken of it. 

Feb, ii.— I jiUl now heard Mr. Ihtlt has had an 
Execution levied on his (iood.s; lie docs not tell tne 
fo himlelf, but I have heaid if, and (ear its too true: 
— I believe 1 (hall be a (ar greater loler by him, limn 
you were by B. Mecom;- Its an eafy 'I'hiug to be- 
have with fortitude, when all goes generally well: 
But I miift exnc( 51 : it notwilhllandiug all may go 
agin/l me: And indeed, I kintw I can’t command 
Succefsin my Affairs, hulas far as Relignation,anda 
Steady Diligence could defeive it, I have endeav- 
oured it: — I have fupfiorted others and almoft 
Starv’d niyfclf; but I am thankftd its no worfe, and 
will Hill fay, God's will be done. 

Feb. 20. Laft night heard the Packet was come 
in, but no Letter for me, fo 1 now atteni()t to Stop: 
— lam dill poorly with this wretched ( Jont, or rather 
now a real Rhenmatifni, as it takes all my Bones.--- 
Hope only remains at the Bottom of Box, I long 
for my Health logo toNcw York, but ,l mufl fubniit. 

One thing I forgot to mention, T nm( 1 : now note— 
One box of goods (cut to Mr. I ln|>lu‘s emne by Capt. 
Tillet,™this I fuppofe is the .St:u ionary: -this I 
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have in my Store at Now York, but T have Advice 
of another come in Cai)t. IJerton, — ^vvhich I fuppofe 
is tlic lOlcctrical Machine, hut as you have never font 
a bill of Lading for it cillier to Mr. Hughes or me, 
Caj)!. berton won’t deliver it without a bill of 
Lading iho’ I lent him word I would indemnify lilm 
fo he keeps it in his Poirelhon, -- and I cannot de- 
mand it without a bill b’c. 

All Meconi’s materials arc lent down to Phila- 
del])hia. 

Adieu. 

An interesting account of Franklin’s last business 
relationship with a printer on a consideiahle scale 
is given by Livingston, ft is that which relates to 
his dealings with Francis Childs, a young printer of 
New York, who had Icarticd his trade in the shop of 
William Dunlap. Franklin, then in his seventy- 
sixth year, was in Paris as Minister to France 
when Childs first wrote to him to enlist his interest 
in the prijiting business which he had established on 
a frail basis in New York, and the relationshlj), 
which cannot certainly be called a partnership be- 
cause no definite statement appears in the cor- 
rcsj)ondencc of Franklin’s acceptance of Childs’ 
proposals, continued until a few days before Frank- 
lin’s death in April, 1790. 

Franklin’s experience with those who arc known 
to have been his partners was almost entirely 
satisfactory to him, but that with Childs could 
hardly be so termed. Childs’ letters are filled with 
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continual complaint of shortages in equipment of 
type sent to him from the fouiulry which Knmkiin 
had established for his graiulsoji, Henjamin Frank- 
lin Bachc, in Philadclpliia, and with excuses for his 
failure to make paymenls as pumiised. A little less 
than a year before his death 1' ranklin wioie to liim 
as follows, giving a gHnii)se into his linancial albiirs 
at that late period of his life: 

“You wrote to me in December kill, thai as foon 
as you retunFc! from attending the Aircmbly yon 
would immediately let out lor Phila<lclplna in oulcr 
to make a final Settlement ol our Accounts: This 
was a Promife very agiocable to me, as my late 
heavy Expenfe in building five I Ionics (which coR 
much more tlum I was made to expetM) has lb ex- 
haulled my Finances, that \ am now in real ami 
great Want of Money.” 

Franklin was able to live comfort ably upon the 
annual i)ayments by Hall :ind the salary iccelvcd 
from the various public ofiices he held, although 
when Flail’s paymejits ceased l''raMkliii felt liimsolf, 
as he said and was, in reduced eiretiinsfauces. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Typefounder. 

JN FRONT of Bartholomew Close, near ihilnicr’s 
printing oflicc in London, wtis located a type- 
foundry conducted by Thomas James, tmd it was to 
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be cx])cctccl that a young man with an inquiring 
mind such as IJcnjamin Franklin i)0S8cssed and par- 
ticularly one with his interest in printing and every- 
thing connected with it, would he attracted to the 
foundry. There he witnessed the processes that go 
to make U]) the typefounder’s art, the designing of 
chin act ers, the making of molds, and the casting, 
trimming, and jiclishing of Individual types. 

After Franklin leturned to Fhiladelpliia in 1726, 
and what he consideied to be an ill turn of fortune 
obliged him again to take u[) the printing trade, he 
made an arrangement, as has already been stated, 
to take over the mechanical management of Samuel 
Keimer’s ])rinting establishment. There he found 
that his knowledge of typefounding, although 
limited, seived him in good stead. Keimer’s type 
cases were in need of .sorts, and since there was no 
place in America at which to purchase them and 
months were required to secure supplies from 
abroad, the young foreman contrived a mold, 
used the letters on hand to make puncheons, and 
with them cast type that served the purpose. 
'Thus Benjamin Franklin became America’s first 
typefounder. 

ft has already been related how he went ns the 
employee of Keimer to Ifurlington, then the capi- 
tal of New Jersey, to fulfill a contract which Keimci 
had secured to print the paper money of that 
province. Me says in the “Autobiography,” “I con- 
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t rived a copix'r plate Prefs lor ir, the firO: that 
had been (een in the Coimtry: I ent iVveial Orna- 
ments and Cheeks it)r llie Hills.” 'The j)res8 was 
probably not iinposin/^ in a|)pearanee or remark- 
able lor its exeeiition, and the desijpi of the cur- 
rency does not show a ink'll oidei oCaiListie ability, 
but i)oih are important in estahlishin;;; (he Tact tliat, 
in making this copper plate piess, I'Vanklin was the 
first Amoiican inaker of printing piesses and the 
fust designer and engraver for piinling jnirposos. 

Franklin’s interest in (he Iniilding of ininting 
presses was not conlined to Ids early years at the 
business, Fn 1753 we Find him writing to his friend 
William Sindian, of bondon, as follows; 

“If you can perfiiade your Freds-Maker to goout 
of his old Road a little, I would liave the Ribs made 
not with the h'ace lounding oniwai’ds, as tifual, 
Inil a little hollow or rounding inwaids from end to 
(aid; and tlie cramps made of hard call Hrafs, fixcid 
not acrofs (ho Ribs, but kmgways, (b as toflidc in 
the hollow Face of the Ribs. 'The leafon is, that 
Brafs and Iron work belter tog, ether than Iron and 
Iron, Such a prefs iiever gravels; the hollow Ihicc 
of thcF'FilisIceep (heOil better, and the C.ham()s, bear- 
ing on a large Suiface, do not wear, as in the com- 
mon Metliod. Of this 1 have had many years’ 
Fxpcricnec.” 

One of Franklin’s JCnglisb friends, with whom he 
corresjiouded lor many years, was William ('aslon, 
the famous typefounder. In a leiier written to 
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C’aslon ill intprais this voicing a 

com])laini that one hems (UTasioually rmm printers 
even to this <lay: 

“T approve, veiy tnneh of yonr Refolmion not to 
fend y<mi' I’ypes ahioad iij)on C’ledii. 'I'hcir 
I'ixeolleiK’c will feeiire ,i (nllicieiK Deiiiand without 
it. Some other IRitilli I'oiiiKh'is have hecii fo 
extravagantly liheial in (hat Way, and thereby 
created fiieh a Nnmhei of Mallei-I’riniers more 
titan (ho Ihilinefs of (he (.’oiintiy can maintain, as 
may [tiohahly in the Kml ho hintlnl to both the 
Dclrlors and Cieditois.” 

Another typofoimder friend was John llasker- 
viilo, the oololnatod printer and letter-foiiudor of 
Birmingham. In :i letter written in l.ondon to 
Baskorvillo Kranklin aeknowledg.ed tlu’ receipt of 
some ty ()0 s[)oeimon sheets which hi* promised to 
distrihuto among the piinteis of Ameiica, sending 
them by tlic (irst ship. I !e supposes that no orders 
for typo iinacc()ini);tiiietl by bill : for mom*y will be 
aecep(ed,and.siiggests('o (hi* (ypefoimdei noftogivc 
credit, adding, “efpoeially as 1 do not think it will 
be necefnny.” 

lie advises Baskorvillo that James's Koiindry, a 
]>art of whioh "among thorn some loloiable He- 
brews and (ireoks and Ibnio good Blacks" is to be 
sold and olTcrs to buji- whatever may bo ro<iiilrcd for 
the Birmingham foundry. 

At another time !''ranklin wrote an amusing 
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letter to Baskcrvillc, giving particulars of a hoax 
he played U|)on a caller who had insisted that 
Baskcrville’s tyj)cs were hard to read. This 
gentleman even predicted, as quoted by Franklin, 
that Baskerville would be “a Means of blinding all 
the Readers in the Nation; for the Strokes of your 
Letters, being too thin and narrow hurt the Eye, 
and he could never read a Line of them without 
Rain.” 

Franklin i)ui ti]) a job on the critic. Me stepped 
into another room, secured a Caslon type specimen 
sheet, tore off the name, and then returned and 
exhibited it to the critic as a Ihiskcrvillc specimen, 
asking him to point out the deficiencies of the 
dcsign.s mentioned. “lie readily undertook it,” 
says Franklin, “and went over the fcveral Founts 
fliowing me everywhere what he thought InRanccs 
of that Difproportion; and declar’d, that he could 
not then read the Specimen, without feeling very 
ftrongly the Rain he had mentioned to me.” So 
thoroughly did he commit himself in uncon- 
sciously disproving his own theory that Franklin 
spared him the confusion of an exposure. 

Although in a letter to William Strahan in 1744, 
four years before he retired from active connection 
with his Rhiladeliihia business, we find him ack- 
nowledging obligation “to you for your care and 
pains in procuring me the founding tools,” Franklin 
seems not to have done much in the way of tyjie- 



Sot of initials fioiu niacihrs nmr hy ri.iiiklin, 

nuw m the ptivja vihjii tti iln* J li'iiloiit:al 

Society, Si/e wiililu honkt jj’* ,\ I !l’*» 



Typefounde7\ IS7 

founding in America imiil Ins return from his long 
icsidence in Franl'C. There he evidently cast con- 
siderable quantities of type and is said to have de- 
signed at least one alphabet of his own, the beauti- 
ful Script letter shown on page 153. 

Livingston says of it, “'bhis fount was probably 
designed by Franklin himself, for use in printing 
important documents, which it might have been 
to the advantage of some one to counterfeit, such 
as the Passjroit blank, or his commissions to com- 
manders of ])riva Leers (if such a document was 
printed by him).” 

Franklin engaged to a considerable extent in 
typefounding after his return from France, princi- 
pally with a view to setting up in business his 
grandson, Benjamin Franklin Bachc, To one pur- 
chaser, Francis Childs of New York, he wrote under 
date of May 8, 17H7, an interesting letter in regard 
to sorts, as follows: 

“You are always complaining of Impcrfedlions 
in the Founts, which I fuppofc to proceed from 
your not having right Ideas of that Matter. They 
were all call after the bell Rules of the Founderics 
in Eiigland, and in the fame Proportions. But as 
the Stiles of Authors varj^, and different Subjeds 
life the dilferent Sorts yarioufly, there never could 
be a Fount fo proportional as to run out equally 
in all Cafes. And if whenever, in any Work, four 
or five Sorts run fliort, you call for the Deficiency, 
in a fubfequent Work thofe Sorts, may be fuper- 
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abundant, and all the rdl will appear defioient, 
fo that there will l)o no JOnd ol proreedin^!; in that 
Manner, 'rhercioio il is, that Ih inters have 
uTually to every lartjc^ I’ount whal they call a 
Bomcal’e, or Fount Chile, that is, a Chile to hold 
thole Sorts that are ru[)cilliimis in one kind of Work 
and where they may be loinnl when wanting hi 
another. You remark that your now (leinanding 
more of fundry Sorts (after heing ni|>|>ly’d with all 
you formerly (iKnight watiliiig) Is owing partly 
to your not taking an aeenrate bill ol the Inipcr- 
fedion.s at full : and 1 am peifnad'd that the pref' 
ent Lift you liave lent me is lai I tom being aeeuratc, 
fmcc it is in Founds weight, and not in the Niinihcr 
of Letters. 'J'his lumping Method of calling for 
Sorts to liinply fiippof’d ImpeifeiMions, 5 lb, of 
m’s3 Ib.of s s, etc. etc. eaii never he aeenrate: and in 
this Tnftance of the I’etit Romain, yon may fee 
already the Itlfetft offneh Inai’euiaey, viz, fo aug- 
ment inllcad of diminilhing the Imperfections of a 
Fount; for at llrll you want’d hut <(. or 5 Suits of 
the lower Cafe, and now you want 15 or 16, which 
is a great Part of the Four L)' twenty, and (iroves 
what I have laid above that there can ho no FjkI 
of going on in this Way,- I lowcver to oblige you, 
tho’ it is much more 'Iroiihle as the Mold mull be 
adjulFd afrelh for cveiy little Parcel, you niall 
have the Sorts yon want if you (end a Lill of them 
in Numbers. My Cirandfon will eaft them, us 
foon as he has taken Jiis 1 )cgree and got clear of the 
College; for then he purpofes to aiiply hiinfclf 
clofcly to the Biilinefs of J.etter founcling and this 
is expect’d in July next. You Ihall alfo have sonic 
W’s of a better form for (he l‘ica a.s you deliic. 
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I will willingly receive the Petit Canon again 
^Jxich you propofe to return.” 


'^Co his giandson, who was twenty-one years of 
£ige nt the time of his death, Kranklin left “all 
fhc Typii« f'ltl Priiititig Materials wliich I now 
havti in Philadeli)hia with the complete Letter 
potnulry, which, in the whole, F siippofe to be 
yv'orth neurone thoiirand Pounds.” 


viS* ^ 
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The Private Press at Passy. 

B IlNJAMIN franklin sailed from Phlla- 
delphia on his mission as one of the three 
coinitnissioners to France, October 27, 1776. He 
kiiicicd nearly two months later, |)rooccded imme- 
cUntely to Paris, and soon had established himself 
in i.lic Hotel de Valent iiiois, in Passy, a village 
between Paris and Versailles, at which latter jdace 
the headquarters of the French government was 
located. 'Fhe growth of Paris in the direction of 
Versailles in the years that have intervened lias 
swallowed up the village of Pas.sy, and the Hotel 
de Valentinois long since disap(>eared. A replica 
of Doyle’s statue of ]''ranklin in front of the post- 
ofTicc on Chestnut Street in Philadelphia has 
been placed in that jiart of Paris which once was 
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Passy on the Ruo Fi.mklin, so lunned because of 
Franklin’s lesideiuT iliere. 

lie used the lesidoiu'c foi eiKht and a half years, 
and it comes williin (he scope of the present vol- 
ume because dining ])iac(icaily all of that time he 
operated in it a printing e(piipment for the pro- 
duction of lea(Ie(s, hroa<Isides, t‘(c’., sonic ol tlieiii 
for practical use, hut mostly hir the anuivSeinent 
of himself aiul his friends. 

Franklin’s hiopraplnas liave ha<l little to say 
about the |)iess at Pa.ssy, William 'I'enijile Frank- 
lin dismisses it with the sinpje senttaiee, “Nol- 
witlistandint* Di. Franklin's various and important 
occuj)ations, he occasionally amused himself in 
com])osintf and print'mj!;, by nu-ans of a small set 
of types and a press he had in his house, several 
of his light essays, bagatelles, or jnix d'espril^ 
written ehielly foi the amusement of his intimate 
friends.” 

Kdwtird Fverett Hale in his (wo volumes, 
“Franklin in !•' ranee,” says; “Franklin soon es- 
tablished in his own house al Passy a little piiiuing 
establishment, from which occasionally a tract or 
handbill was issued. i‘'iom this press the pre- 
tended Hndepcndeiil ( 'hronicle,' with an account 
of Indian scalping, w:is issued, and the liltle hooks 
published here me among (he treasures most de- 
sired by the connoisseurs.” 

Professor Smyth makes oidy one, important 
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TO THOSE 

WHO WOULD REMOVE 
TO AMERICA. 

IVS A. K y Pcrfons in Kuropc having direftly or by 
Letters, cxprefs’tl to the writer of this, who is 
well acquainted with North-Amcrica, tlicir Defire 
of tranfjporting and eftablishlng themfelves in than 
Country { but who appear to him to liave formed 
thro* Ignorance, miftaken Ideas 8c EKpedations of 
what is to bo obtained there 5 he thinks it may bo 
ufeful, and prevent inconvenient, expenfive & fruit- 
lefs Removals and Voyages of improperPerfons, if 
he gives' fome clearer Cc truer Notions of chat Pait 
of _ the World than appear to have hitherto pre- 
vailed. 

He finds it is imagined by Numbers that the In- 
liabitauts of North-Amcrica arc rich, capable of 
rewarding, and difpos’d to reward all forts of 
Ingenuity j that they arc at the fame time ignonuic 
of all the Sciences j 8c confcciuently that flrangers 
poflcfiing Talents in the Hcllcs-Lettcrs, fine Arts, &c. 
niiilt be highly efieemed, and fo well paid as to 
become cafily rich themfelves } tliat there are alfo 
abundance of profitable Oificcs to be difpofed of, 

A 

First page of a twclve-niige |)ninplilt't printed at Passy. 

Exaci si/.e. 

From "Franklin and Ills Ptess at Passy. 
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icfcrciia: to llu* pirss in I’.issy: "SunuMimes they 
wck; priniod ii()on liis |»tiv:iU‘ picss ;ii Ihissy, in 
limitfd c'diiions of poili:ips a do/cn or liltccn 
t'opios. Nt'.iily all ate lost, 'riie (iciitiou.s ‘Sup- 
plciiu'nl ' e.visi.s in (lie l/ilnaiy of ( 'oup.ress and the 
Tahntty of the Aineritaii I'liiioMiphieal Society, 
and (lie latter (olieetioii lia.s also die piinted orig- 
inal of ‘I/a Belle ct la M. mvai.se jaiiilK;’ (Bassy, 
1779). Bat (he other fip'itive leaves litivc dis- 
apjieaied.” 

It reniainetl lor the late laidit'r S. lavingston 
in lii.s heaiitilid vohnne, “I'ranlJin and IBs Ihcss 
at Bassy,” piivately piihli.slu’d by (he (irolicr 
Chd) in i<;i4, to pie.sent a nearly eoniiihtte ticeounc 
of the printinp, done at. tlie Hotel de Valentinois, 

l/ivingsloti de.serihes lil’teen “ hagatelle.s,” four- 
teon of which, each :i separately printial piece, aic 
hound together in :i little volume in the l'’raiikliti 
eollcetioii of William Smith Mason, lie .says, 
“three of thc.se :ire si.vleeii pap.e.s each, one is of 
twelve pages, two of eight pajys, one ol si.v pages, 
one of four pages, and si.\ of t wo [lages (01 a .single 
leaf) each. 1’lie lifteeiilh is a siipde sheet |)iintcd 
oti one side only, juiiong the l''ranklin papens in 
the Lihraiy of the Ameiiean Bhilosophieal Society 
in Bhiladel|)hia. 

William 'I'empic Kranklin was loo imteh of a 
dandy to think of j;lving his time and attention to 
such trivial nuilteis as .selling type Jiiid working 
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a press. A younger grandson, Benjamin Franklin 
Bache, was of a different mold. It was the grand- 
father’s intention to bring the younger boy up in a 
way that would fit him for public business, but 
evidently reflection upon his own personal experi- 
ence of the limited financial return to be derived from 
such a career caused him to change his mind, for we 
find him writing to the boy’s father that he had de- 
termined to teach him a trade, that “he may have 
fomething to depend on, and not be oblig’d to 
afle Favours or Offices of anybody.” Fi'anklin 
further said, “he has already begun to learn the 
bufinefs from Mailers who come to my Houfe, 
and is very intelligent in working and quick in 
learning.” 

This reference is confirmed by an entry in Ben- 
jamin Franklin Bache’s diary to the effect that a 
“mafter founder” had come to Passy to teach him 
to cast printing types and that the teacher was to 
remain all winter. A later entry says that M. 
Didot, whom he describes as “the bell printer of 
this age and even the bell that has ever been feen,” 
had consented to take him into his house for some 
time in order to teach him his art. The statement 
is made that in the house is combined “engraving, 
the forge, the foundry, and the printing office.” 
A further reference in the diary, dated April s, 
1785, to M. Didot’s establishment, is to the effect 
that “ the meals are frugal.” 
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It has already hern iioual tha( Willi. iin I'emplc 
iMaidvliii n'lVncd tu his j'.iaiullathc'r's eiiuijxnejit as 
“a small set ol* types,” whieh doe:, not ajpee with a 
icIeroiHr Hetii.iiniii l‘’i.mhliti made to it in a letter 
he wrofe to Kiaiicis tdiilds alter his return to 
Philadelphia, in whieli h<‘ said: “My printing 
Matetials, eoiilinitip oC .1 p.ieat variiMy of Counts, 
weie Cent' down (he .Seine I’onie weeks ix’Core I left 
Pally.” lavinjiision's invesihpiiions indiealt: that 
the 0(|uipmein w.is a eoJisider.d)le one. Much 
cnnespomlenee wiili l‘'reneh typel'oniideis, among 
them the (ainons house of Pouinier, lias been 
hroiinht Co lb;ht, and unless die iypt‘ ptirehascd was 
disposed of in ways not known .ind not; now 
ascertainable, the supply nuist have been a large 
one. 'Phere is :ilso some evidence Co war- 
ntiic the belief thac two iirintiiig pti'sses were 
operated. 

O O O it* 0 i^ 

CHAP. .YVI. 

Advertiser and l^rol>(iiraiidist, 

‘n'RAMKI/lN is sometimes spoken of as the finst 
Ameiiean advi'itiser, bnl ihei(r is no special 
reason for such a (h'signalion. The “ Ptuinlylvania 
Oa./el'Ce” under his ownersliij) contained more 
advertising than it did under that' of Samuel 
Keimer and moie than was common to the other 
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colonial newspapers, but the circumstance is to be 
accredited rather to the enlarged circulation of 
the “(lazette,” owing to its siiperioiity as a news- 
paper, than to any pailicularly clTectivc manner of 
promoting the advertising department. 

I'hanklin himself was far from being a self- 
advertiser. Excejiting for the statement of his 
public services that he i)repared for the Conti- 
iiental Congress, he never made any claims for him- 
self. "Phroughout his long career he was almost 
continually in the public service, but he never 
sought ofllce or made anything like a special effort 
to obtain it. Although a seemingly indefatigable 
writer, he never issued so much as a single vol- 
ume of his literary ])roductions and on at 
least one occasion discouraged others from doing 
so. 

He did, however, advertise occasionally for him- 
self or the members of his family. The following 
exam])le.s show that to them, as to all other things 
with which he had to do, he impailed a measure 
of originality. 

'^^AKRN out of a l^cw in the Cluuch 
foinc montlis fince, a Common Piaycr liook, 
hound in iccl, gilt, and lettoicd U* V, [Dohornh 
Fnmklin] on each ctjvei, ddie Pcifon who took 
It is defiled to open it and lead the eighth Com- 
mand inenl, and aftoiwatdfj retiun it into ihe 
fame Pew again, upon whieli no fuilhei Notice 
will he lakoii. 




I 
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A ll I’ciKons iiulciticd to Hciij I'l.mk- 

liii, INiiitii of lilts .iJt' (Irliiul to friul 

in icrpruivr r.iynirnls: ( I hofr Suhsuihris 
lot tlir Nt'\Ns fxn-pirc!, Iioni whom a 'rNM'lvf- 

Moiuh’s P.iy Is not v*‘i tine), 

{Wntlemt’w^ \t n hut it htdf' to t'nch of \H^u^ thouvji 
U wilt hr it toufiilnuthlr Sum to mr: aud iti 
nut tty hittul^ wiiir J tom nah othrt\ (iUionIin}\ to the 
f^itititr n( our Hulii\r(\) it is hiyh!\ in(t\nvru\t nt 
atul fcitnr lndtUCiil jor mr to rail it(mH rvrtv Onr; 
I fliall ihnrfotr think mvfrtj />,tttn uhttlv o/j/hyr/, 
nud tukr it vn\^ kind oj thojry who otr mindful to 
Jr n it or htiny it in without jutfhtr Not nr. 


I'niiikliii’s ;i ittodri for iidvoitisement 

writers. Simplicity was its cliici chaiaclcrisLic. 
He hiid the lactilty of [niitiup, the most thought 
into the iVwcsl woids, c\l lavagaiicc in hmguage 
being the tniget; of one of his chief :mim;idvcr- 
sioii.s. Writing to John Jay fi<im J’aiis in lyHohc 
siiys: 

"Mrs. Jay does me much Honor in defning to 
have one ol the Prints, that liave l»cen math; hereof 
her Connliynnm. 1 lend what is I’aiti to be the 
bell of five or fix engraved by dilfeirnt I Linds, from 
diderent Paintings. 'I'he Verfes at the Hot tom arc 
truly extnivtigani. Hut jam imil} know, that the 
belire of plettling, by a jierpclnal Rife of Com- 
pliments in this polite Nation, h:is (b iifcd up all the 
common exprelhons of approliaiiou, that they are 
hccoine Hat and inlipid, and to ufe them alniofl 
implies Camfiire. Hence mulic, that formerly 
might be I'lillieiently jirail’ed when it was called 




Franklin*K iimlal clFort in piopa^aiulist lltoratun*, wliieh rosnitecl in the 
isKuanre of thin y (houjjandp omuls in paper cm icncy by ihe Rovernor uiul the 
assembly of tlu* pioviuce of IVnnsyJViiniu in tlefumcc ofouleis liom Knglanii 
to tlic contrary. Size 3'^ x sJ"* 
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bonne, to |):o a little fai liter they call iwreilrnte, then 
fnprrbr, inannifuiur, rxquifr, cclrjir, all which being 
in their timis worn out, theie only lemains divive- 
and, wlteti that is j^iown as iniifrniiiennt as its 
Ihcdecellois, I think they mnll tel urn lo eontnion 
fpceeh and eontnion renl'e; as, fioin vying; with one 
aiiothe,r in line ;iinl eollly Paint ing.s on their 
Ooaehes, litiee I (it (I knew the C’onntiy, not being 
able to go farther in thiit Way, they have relumed 
lalely to plain C^aiiiages, painted withoui arms or 
(iguics in one unifonn toloi.” 

Kranklin’s studies in the art of I'xpressioii both as 
a youlh and praelieally tliKuighout his whole life 
were pursued with one purpose in iniiid, lo in- 
(luence those who tead what lie vviote. 1 le had the 
admirable (pitility of vision to he able always to 
see into things fuiiher llian did those about hint, 
and seeing clearly he desired others to do likewise. 
As a youlh he |)r:ieiised the Socratie method, but 
later abandoned it for plain, std>stanti:il statements 
of argunienls and facts, haler in life he sometimes 
employed the dialogue. 

Kvery public project, such as itttving, cleaning, 
and lighting the streets, estahlisliing a fire com- 
ptiny, hos])iiaI,])uhlic lihtary,or university, itrouglit 
forth tin article fiom V'lanklin’s pen pidiHshed 
cither in the. “(Ja/ette,” or as a [ttunphlet, iilways 
interestingly and, as events itioved, effectively 
written. 

In his later yeais Kmnklin adopted another 





t tMpK^iUaM* Ntn agiiut* 

nn/(e it f^thruM h^^uAU \ IjUBUTaa Ahima m^ta in 
hU tfix Dux hojiim tm extrdm fjufra cnput'^tjf, Vet tunHamini 
tthtn nunc, (if MUiith ywW /nclath f Sd/iat, rtt ipfa 

ftd nitt non titntth tnn, Jfut nura tn/fyufut | /td inertia (if 
tfic/iitU tiMimij ft/int a/im txfit/fan(th tunUmtnii MiUtf, 
Dih intmof/antut e^nj^, fui itnttt rmpuhfiem fa tnaxurth peri*» 
entit /emfAvtre, Mom Vot i $, h b qv n 8u p, r l i o ti i Mi/r.! 8 • 
BAiavj, AuxitJA DboaWM parAhtvr : vigi/fwdtt agen^ 
dt, hiftf cdnfuitndc, 'frtjpert mnU ttdunt^ Vhl/ocerditf tett at- 
^ue itnavitt ttadidtrh, ptquicquam Dtts Im^hret \ frati, hj'ejii^* 
nuf/unt. Ml PoK* Cat. / fl BaUvat, 


Prioted in the Ybar MDCCXLVWi 


The namphicr Nvraten by Fianklln ilintCiiusPil the inhiihit.mtfJ of east- 
ern PeniiHylvania, despito the pioteM« of the Qnakeis, to ^)ul tlicm- 
selves in a sUJc of dofense a^:5alnst France and Spain, OuRinal in the 
possession cd’ the (Juiiis PtihlishinR Company, Philadelphia. Si/e 5^" x 
6iT 
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propiigaiuhi nu'thod, (ha( of tlif hoax. Balzac 
tomicd him “tin; inventor of the li^.!;hlnin^f rod, the 
lioax, and the repul)lir.” A notahle example was 
entitled “An ICdiet of the Kinn; of I’riidia,” in 
which the claim of (he Kinj', hecanse of early Oer- 
mati settlements upon the island, to a ri)j;hf to hold 
Kngland as a (Jerman province ami to lay taxes 
upon its inhahitants, was siippoiied hy the same 
kind of ari,piment hy which the ministry of ( Jeorge 
the d'hird attempted to justify its claim in respect 
to the American Colonies. 

Another hoax took the form of a letter from a 
Hessian ruler to his representative in America, 
where Hessian soldiers were i-mployed hy (ireat 
Britain to light against the cohmial army, in- 
structing him not to he loo careful of (heir lives on 
the ground lluit more montiy was paid hy ICngland 
for dead .soldiers than for those who fought and re- 
turned alive. 

The most notahle effort of the kind, however, was 
one intended to hring home to the (xiople of (heat 
Britain the hoirois of warfare as cotuhicled hy the 
allies of the British soldieis, the Indians, in Amer- 
ica. It was issued from the Ihivale Bress at 
Passy, as a pretended “Supplement to tlic Boflon 
Independent Cllironicle” and purported to he “an 
extract of a letter from (mpttiin (Jerrilh of the New 
Kngland militia.” ft gave partietdars of eight 
large packages of scalps taken hy the Seneca 
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The "acalp" liiiax. Writ ten l>y Fiiinklin anil pi iiuoil ar Pansy. Orig- 
inal ill the |) 0 '.»i‘ssiiin nf the Cuiitb I'lililishing Company, I’liila- 
dclpliia. Si/.o KIS" x talii". 
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liulinns iVoin tlir iiilinhiciiits of th<‘ stairs of New 
Yolk, New Jrisey, I Vnnsylvanla, ami Viif^inia, and 
sent by ibem as a presi'nt tot he ,i',ov<'i nor ofC'anada 
to be Lraiisniitied Ity him to [‘ai^daml. Paekage 
No. I was s!it(l to coiuain roity-thiet* sealps of 
soldiers, Nos. 2, 3, and .|, two hundred and ninety- 
seven of fanners; No. 5, eiKluy-eighl sealps of 
women, and Nos. 6, 7, and K, those of boys and 
girls, with twenty-nine infants’ sealps of varions 
sizes. 

Some of I'ranklin’s hoaxes weie (01 amusement 
jturposes primal ily, alfhotigh eaidt nsnally had a 
monil of its own. One sueb was tlie famous 
“I’iirable of Perseeution," wriifen in biblical 
phraseology :is the. last ehaptcr of f ienesis, in which 
was eontfiisted man’s iidiumanity to man because 
of differences in religions belief with the patience of 
the Heavenly Kather in [lassing judgment upon his 
children, k'ninklin memorized the ehapicjr and it 
was his habit in the presence of ecclesiastics 
and others versed in the Scriitt tires to tmn the 
eonversiition to it, then to pick n|) the Bible and 
to ])refeiul to read it to them, to tlieir wondei and 
often confusion becau.se of the lack of previous 
knowledge of its existence a.s a chapter of the 
Bible. 

An article published in the “Public Adveitifcr” 
of London, while iMiinkliii was resident agent for 
the colonics there, entitled “Rules by Which a 
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A polkic.il pnniphlet wtlttcn by Fr.inklin ailvocaunj^ tlie cluing- 
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(iioat ICnipirc May Ht' Rtaliirial to a .Small One,” 
was not- exactly a hoax hut it cairied iiulifcctly 
a nu‘ssa).i;e ih.it nnihl not have* been [)iesc‘iUccl so 
elVoclivoly in any othei w.iy. 'riuae wcmo twenty 
of the lilies and tlu'y inesciihed the exael course 
of conduct that (heat Ihilainwasat the time pur- 
suinjifin connection with hei colonies. 

At a time such as the piesent when honesty in 
advcrtisin|f and meichandi/inj'; is so nmcli under 
discussion, ;ind when 'I'nitli is the slo}.fan upon 
the banner behind which associations of advertis- 
ing men are inarching, it is interesting to find a 
discussion of the subject of truth, or rather its 
iuitifhesis, “lying,” in the “(Ja/ette” of the 
later months of ty.p). One of the issues con- 
tains an editorial in which this statement is 
made : 

“There are a great many Retaileis, who falfcly 
imagine thtit being Jli/ion'ral (the model n nhralc 
for l^ylitfO bs much for their Advantage; aiul fomc 
of thein have a Saying, V’/rr//. VtV a Pity Lying is a 
tiin, it is fo ufeftil in 'I’rade.” 

'Phe editorial discusses the matter for more 
than a page and in a later issue appear two let- 
ters, one of which, signed “Shoiikeeper,” says in 
part; 

“Sir, T am a Shopkeeper in Hils C'ity, and I fup- 
pofe am the Person at whom fomc Relleiilions are 




The fi[st A meric 51 11 Caitoon, 

Drawn by Fianklin aiul pnf)li«lu*d in the "Pennsylvania Gazette,'* 
May y, I 7 S.|. 



A IbiK ile sinned by Fianklin 
for the P('nnKylvanla " AsMiciatoin," 17a 7. From 
l’'oRrs Manv-Sidod Franklin/' 
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aimed in one of yonr late Papers. 


Shop- 


keepers aie theiein accused of Lyini’, as if they 
were the only INalons cid()al)le, williout the lead 
Notice hein^i; taken ol’ the jfein'ial Lyhiti praciird 
by Cnlloineis, 'They will tell a hundred Ides to 
iindervalne Old (loods, and make our Demands ap- 
])ear Kxtrava;.|;ant.” 


'Hie other letter ‘'from a Merchant.” pointed 
out that not only do shopkeepeis lie when they 
sell hut also when they themselves p,o out to 
buy. 

In I7.s'<(. (Ireat Hriiain anil I'dance wore ;it war. 
A weakness of the (’olonies consisteil in the Tact that 
they were disunited and this weakiie.ss Henjamin 
Franklin pointed out in the “(Jazetle” with a sug- 
gestion as to how the dillicidly might he overeome. 
He illustrated his aiguments with an imgiaving of a 
drawing of a seipent cut into pieces, each piece 
hearingtheinitialsof thenaineofoneof iheColonie.s, 
and hcjiciith it the warning caption “Join, or Die.” 
Thus he beoaine the lirst American cartoonist. 


C 11 A P. XV 1 1. 

The First American JI nmorisi, 

l!j'N(i]JSll literature of the eighteenth century 
^ abounds in humor, wit, and satire, all ])rodiiced 
in England itself. 'Pho writings of Addison, Swift, 
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Slcclo, :iiul I’opc, to mention only four of the bril- 
liant essayists and satirists of the time, furnished 
abundant entertainment for their own age and the 
ages which have followed it ; hut in America 
literary ])rodiiction of a lighter vein in the Eigh- 
teenth Century is to be found only in the works of 
lionjamin l''ranklin. There it hidrhlcs forth as 
cfmtijuioiisly and as refreshingly as water from a 
hillside spring, 

James Parton quotes David Hume as having said 
that i\ disposition to see things in a favorable light is 
a t urn of mind it is more happy to possess than to be 
horn to an estate of ten thousand a year. Ben- 
jamin Eranklin had the turn of mind that not only 
enabled him to see things in the most favorable 
light but so to prevsent them to others that they, too, 
could have the same piivilege. 

His vseuse of humor developed early, in support 
of which assertion may be quoted an incident re- 
lated by William Temple Franklin. It was the 
custom of Josiah Franklin to say long graces before 
and after meals, a circumstance that proved irk- 
some to the younger element in the family. One 
autumn day after the wintei’s ])rovisions had been 
stored away, young Benjamin suggested to his 
father that if he would “say grace over the whole 
cask, once for all, it would he ii vast saving of 
time. 

'File hist of his litenuy elTorts, the “Silence 
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Do^'txid’' |)n|)(’i;s jiiodm cd ulicii lie w.is ;i l)oy j 
Ids ifiiiis ;iiul oilt'ifd ,Hnni\ moit-.ly ;is iniiii ibutio)] 
lo his lii'otlu'i’s iu'\\s|>.i|>t'i , cxidcntt' iliis />;ifL ( 
limiKir ill :ni (’n/iaj'inji; mannri. Kxliiiincd b 
lh(»f('ssnr Sinvlli li'oin llir dusty li:i|!:i‘s of the “Nc\ 
i'aij;iiind t'omaiii," iliry mako I’.ood icadiii^r ^ve 
at this late day. 

"boor Richaid'.s Alm.inaik" spiaiii'; into aston 
ishiii. 1 ' popularity hccaiist* thu .soiiml srnsc of it 
a|ihoiisius was cxpu'ssrd in siuli i|uaint humor ani 
i‘tiit'rtainiuj' wit. Souu- ol ilii' luuiior was coai.sc 
lu'loiipjiiK littluti to tiu; a)»,c of I'taiu^ois Rahelai 
iJiaii Lo that oj'Olivt'i Wuiuli'll Holmes, hut enoiigl 
lemains ihat may he ie()eate(l iti polit/' soeioty ti 
make iManklin still the mo.it (ptotcd humorist it 
Ameiieait literature. 

Humor IicKait to .show it.self in the eolutims of tin 
“ JViinrylvaiiia (itizette" a.s .soon a.s Kiaiilditi toot 
hold of it. A eoi r<‘s()ondeut asked : " 1 am cotirtiiif 
a yjil I have hut little Aeijuaiutaiiee with. How 
(hall I eome to a Kuowledfte of her l'’ault.s and 
whether (he has the Virtues I imat'ine Ihe has.” 
l''iaukliii iciilicd, ‘‘Commend her atuoiif!; her female 
A<(|uaiiitauecs.*’ 

His leiuleuey .always to see the humorous side of 
a situation soiiK'times ^ot him into diirteulties. 
“Andrew Miller, iViuke-m.iker, in .Second Street, 
Philadelphia, lakes Opportunity to acipiaint his 
Cullomers, that he iulemis to le:tve oil the Shaving 
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Bufinefs after the 221! of AuguR next,” was an 
advertisement appearing in the “Pcnnfylvania 
Gazette” that occasioned a letter from Mr. Frank- 
lin addressed to himself on the subject of “Shavers 
and Trimmers,” in which occurred the statement: 
“ If we would know why the Barbers are fo eminent 
for their Skill in Politicks, it will be neceR'ary to lay 
afule the Appellation of Barber and confine our- 
felves to that of Shaver and Trimmer, which will 
naturally lead us to conlider the near Relation 
which fiibfiRs between Shaving, Trimming and 
Politicks, from whence we flrall difeover that 
Shaving and Trimming is not the Province of the 
Mechanic alone, but that there are their fcveral 
Shavers and Trimmers at Court, the Bar, in Church 
and State.” The article went on to consider the 
matter of shaving and trimming, particularly trim- 
ming, from every angle, evidently very much to the 
dissatisfaction of Mr. Miller, for in the next number 
of the “Gazette” appears an explanation from the 
editor. But, although it contains the statement, 
“I have no real Animofuy againR the perfon whofe 
Advertifement T made the motto of my paper” the 
explanation could not have been satisfactory to 
any one able to read between the lines. 

In 1731 Franklin ])rinted an announcement of the 
sailing of a ship for Barbadoes at the bottom of 
which was this postscrijit: “N, B. No Sea Hens 
nor Black Gowns will be permitted on any Terms.” 
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“Black (lowiis," it sci'ins, li.itl icrcicnci* to the 
( Icagy, sonu' of whom het ame iiu!i)>niiiu hecauso of 
hein}; classed with "sea liens." [n (he "(lazetle" 
of fline toih foi that year appeals a loipt " Apology 
for PiiiUeis" in which (he aitpinient is made 
on twelve luimheied "paiiiciilais" that printers 
should not lie held lesponsilile lot what is said in 
the things they priiK. One cannot hel|) hut be 
somewhat skeptical as to (he accui.icy of the state- 
ment in the “Apolojty" (hat this piintei had noth- 
ing to do with (he matter of adding to the aii- 
nmiiu’emenl the (lostsciipl to which the reveroiul 
gentlemen objected. 

Franklin never hesicited when opportunity 
offered to relate a joke at his own expense. One of 
his electrical e.vpeiimeiits was an attempt to kill a 
(•‘I'.cv by shock, lie himself receiveil (he full 
eliiva of the electrical discharge and was lendercd 
niii*' l••ciolls. When lestoreil his lirsc lemark was, 
I meant to kill a'l'iirkey, and iiillead f nearly 
ki'.ie.l a goofe." 

(.'!;.d in a new suit of clothes, he walked oversoinc 
l).;:ie!^ of tar on the wharf when the lu'ad of one of 
them gave w:iy and Fiaiiklin was paitly immersed 
in !i'. lontents. 'I'lie incident was duly chronicled 
!n the ■*( Ja/et(e,” A lypogiaphical eiioi in oneissuc 
o.‘ his paper was apt to he turned to jtood account 
in the next, usually with a letter from a su()poHed 
ic.ide- giving an entertainiug account of other 
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printeivs’ errors. Tlow he turned his own physical 
infirmities into entertaininent for his friends is 
sliown in the delightful “Dialogue between Frank- 
lin and (he (lout.” 

Hornet iines he joked his fellow-e<litors. A rhym- 
ing contrihution to the “ Meieury ” was signed B-d. 
h'ranklin referred to it in the “(lazette” as follows: 

“Mr, Franklin, T am the Author of a Copy of 
Verfes in the lad Mercury, it was my real In- 
tention lto| appear ojion, and not hafely with my 
Vizard on, attack a Man who had fairly unmalked. 
Accordingly, I fuhscrih’d my Name at full Length, 
in my Mamil'iript feni to my Iholhei H-d; hut he 
foi fome incomprehenfihle Uetifon, infeit’d the two 
initial LcHers oidy, viz. H. L. ’’I'is (me, eveiy 
Hylliible of the Peiformance difeovers me to be the 
Author, bill as 1 meet with much Cenfure on the 
Occalion, I re(|iiell you to inform (he I’tiblick, that 
1 did not dolire my Name (luuild he conceaFd; and 
that the remaining Letters are O, C, K, 11, IC, A, D.“ 

Many stories of i''ranklin’s sallies are told. One 
related by Faitoii is of a Quaker citizen who came 
to him with this impiiry: “Canll thou tell me how I 
am to iireferve my fmall Beer in the back Yard? 
My Neighbors, I find, are tapping it for me.” 
Franklin’s soluiion was simple: “ Jhit a barrel of old 
Madeira by the (ide of it.” 

'Flu* storm aroused in America by the passage of 
the Hi amp Act by the ICnglish Bailiament is a 
familiar incident of history. In one of the ex- 
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lu-ioic the lommiltct' of (lie Wli( 
House' whirli w.is lu'ltl (o (onsulor ilu^ niatti 
I' l iinlvlin was ui^jcd hy Ins liiciuls lo u'|u'iil a ref 
Ik; had iHiidt' to a nuaiihci' wlut was a most sficniio 
a<ls'o(’atc of the Ai t itiui who had told I' latdvliii til 
if Ik* would hut assist ihr Minisiiy a littio the A 
could he aiuended so as lo make it accept able loll 
(’oloiiics. Krankliu jpavrly n-plied that' he lu 
ihovij'ht of one aiucudiueut, a vciy lit tie one, in fa 
the chani'c of hut a slu)i;h‘ wind, which he felt won 
make the Act acceptahle in America. 'I'he 'loj 
inemher was much intcicsied. I''iauklin then c; 
plained llitil the chau}^c he {tro()oscil was in tl 
plinise "on and after the (iill day of Noveinhc 
one tlioufaud feven hundred and lixiy-live, ihcr 
fliall he paid, etc.,” where he wotdil subsiitut 
"two” for "one.” lie declined to make the sup 
ptestion duriupt: the ollicial examination, however, oj 
tile f'romu! that it woidd he "too lijthianil ludicrou 
for the 1 loufe.” 

One day :it dinner in a hot tie of Madeira wini 
were found three Hies apparently dead. Having 
heard that it was possible to revive (lies sup()osedl> 
drowned hy placiujf them in the sun, I' ranklin tried 
file experiment, with the residt that two wore 
hrouf’ht Iv.iek to life. 'This caused him to remark; 
"I widi it were piBlIlhle ftom this Inllance, lo invent 
a Method of emhalmiui'; drowned I’eil'ons in (ueh a 
manner that they may he recalled to lafe at any 
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Period however DilUint; for having a very ardent 
(lefire to fee and ohfeive (he State of America a 
huiulred Years lienee, T fhould prefer to any 
ordinary Death tlie being immeifed in a calk of 
Madeira Wine, with a few Friends, till that Time, 
to he then recalled to Fife hy the folar Warmth of 
my dc:ii Cotintry I” 

Many a tense situation was relieved hy a laugh 
following one of iM anklin’s remai ks. 'fheie came a 
day when the Cloinmittee ol Safely, composed 
])iinei])ally of "dilfenters,” was reipiired hy the 
more sireiuions among (he Pennsylvania patriots to 
call upon the ICpiseoptd clergy to refrain from pray- 
ing for the king. The .suggestion ttlfotded an oppor- 
tunity for it disiigreeahle and disturbing discussion, 
which Wits averted hy iManklin. ‘^’Phe Meafurc,” 
said he, “is {[uite tinneccll'aiy; for the K])ifcopal 
clergy, to my eeruiin Knowletige, luive been con- 
llantly praying, thefe twenty years, that ‘Ciod 
would give to the King and his (Council Wifdom,’ 
and we all know lluil not the lead notice h:is ever 
been taken of (hat prayer. So, it is plain, the gentle- 
men have no intirefl in ( he Court of I leaven.” ( lood 
humor was restored and the matter was dropped. 

'Pile most fiimous of the witty remarks credited 
to Franklin is piohahly that whieh relates to the 
signing of (he Declaration of Independence. John 
Hancock is reported to have said, “We mull he 
unanimous; there mull he no pulling dillercni ways; 
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wc imill all liaiiK lojjt'liu'i.” [’'laiiklin icpliet 
“Yos, wc imill, iiuIciMl, all liaip; . or, mo 

an'tiredly, wo lliall ail liaipj foparatcly,” 'riu: inci 
dent is oniiioly li.nliihttial, Imc il is so oliaiacu;ri$ 
til' as l(t ho ponoially aotv|)(o(l as auilu'iiiii'. 

'The (iisi, yoar or two of tiu' Rov'olutioii was dis 
coiiragiiiK lor tlio ollvoy^. in l''iaiu i'. 'I'lu'ir siioocs 
on the ooniinoni of I'inropo doponilcil almost lai 
tircly upon the suoooss of the rovolnt ionaiy arm: 
in Anicrii'a. 'I'ho outlook foi the Amoiioan forccj 
was had, hnt news came that was woiso, to th( 
cffcoL that (Jonoral llowo had fa(iturod I’liilir 
<!cl()hia. “Well, Doeior," said an I'aip.lislimai 
juhilantly to iManklin, “Howe has laki'n Phila- 
delphia.’’ “1 hejryoui pardon, Sir,’’ was iManklin’i 
reply; “Philadelphia has lakt'ii Howe,’’ whiel 
proved to he fine, (or while file Hiiiish (leneral am, 
Ins odieers weie wasfinj; their fiine in the ajj[reoahl( 
social jpiieties of the jijiiaker city Washin/'ton w.n 
rcorfiani/in;!; his army, therehy layinj; the roimda* 
tion for the victories lhaf came later. 


Z Z Z 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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“ How (hall we jii(I|rt' of the miod- 

‘■^oers of a wrilinj);? Or what (pialities (liould 
a writing have to he good and perfeiH in its kind? 
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“ JifiU’rr. 'To be ^oocl, it ought to luivc a 
Tendency to benelit the Reader, by improving 
his Virtue or ins Knowledge. Hut, not regarding 
the Intention of llie Author, the Method lliould 
be jull, that is, it Ibonld proceed legulaily from 
'rhings known to 'i'hings utdtnown, dilliucHly and 
clearly witlunit Confulion. 'The Words ufed Ihould 
be the mod exptedive that the Language alfords, 
piovid'd that tlicy are the mod generally under- 
(lood. Nothing Ibonld be expreird in two Words 
that can be as well expieir’d iji one; that is, no 
Synonymes dionld be ufeil, or very larcly, but 
the whole (hould In; as Ihort as poliible, eoniilleiit 
with clearnefs; the Words (hould be fo placed as to 
be agreeable to tin; Mar in reading, fumniarily 
it (hotild be finooth, clear, and short, foi the con- 
trary (pialilies are dirplealiiig.” 

So wrote Henjamin Franklin after thirty years 
of constant production of what is generally ac- 
cepted as the strongest, clearest, simplest Fmglish 
that has come from the pen of an American writer. 

Karlier in his career, after live years of editor- 
ship, he had written “'fo the Printer of the Ga- 
zette:” 

“I'o write dearly, not only the mod exprefllvc, 
but the j)lained \Vords dionld be chofen. . . . 

'Phe Fondnefs of fome Writers for fuch Words as 
carry with them an Air of Learning, renders them 
unintelligible to more thati half their Countiymcn. 
If a man wotdd that his Writings have an Effect 
on the ( lenerality of Readers, he had better imitate 
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lh;it (ii'ntlnuan, who woiiM iii'c no Word in h 
Works ihal was not well nn(h'rl{oo(l hy his C’ool 
maid.” 

ilis first nfloii to ai'<|iiiif coiti'cl liltaary styl 
hi'j'an in his ratly irnns and wsis iho insiilt- of 
rontroviasy with a yonthlnl I’lii'iid, John Collim 
ovaa "till' Ihopiirty of (‘diic.itiipi: iht; fomtilc Sc 
in l,fai nin|’, and thcii Aliiliiios loi Sindy.” Krank 
lin prcsi'i vi'd not only his fiinurf. Ii'il<as ()iil copic 
of his own aijpiinonis on thr .siihjtai, Tltc cor 
rt's()ondcn((‘ later canu' to the attention ol' hi 
faiiier, who pointed out to his son that the liiorarj 
form of his tirjpimenis was infeiior to flnil of hi 
:inta|![onis( and siptpesfed methods of im()rovt:nicnt 
wliieh were followed to ;idvaniaf',e. 

AhoiiC this time Ueiijamin eiime tufoss a volmni 
of liie “Spectator,” the brilliant eolh*etion of essay! 
on a widi! vaiiety of subjia ts that was [)iiblislic( 
in London between the years 1711 tm<l 171-j, anc 
despite' Ids yonih he immediately disc'overoil it( 
value fiom ti literaiy point of view. In the “Auto* 
biojipaphy ” he relativs liow he made synop.sos 0) 
some of the pape'is, Laid them aside for a few days 
and then without lookin)*; ;it them a^piin rewrote 
them from his notes :ind eomparetl his elfort with 
the orijpnal. He soon saw that he was delicioiit 
in his voeabitiaiy and he atiem()ted to turn the 
papers into vers<‘, which neet'ssitated :i seareli for 
words of dilfenmt sound and number of .syllables. 
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lie would olso lake a Nyn<»|>!>is and jiiinhle the 
hints into I'onlusion, lalci ai t<‘nij)( iiijj to lesiorc 
them lo their pioper ordei, liy wjiieh pioeess ho 
tau|tlit himself method in the ananp.emeni of his 
Lhoii/d>i«- 

lie siippieinenled his seamy edinaiion by read- 
injit the best books. Anioii}' tliem weie Hnnyaii’s 
“Pilgrim's Piogie.ss," Minion';. '' I lisioiieal I'ollcc- 
tions,” I’Iniareh’s “laves," llel'oe'.s “ Ivssays on 
Projcet.s,” Malbei’s “ h'.ssay.s to Dot !ood," boelcc’s 
“On the J Inman Undei.sl.imling," dii Port Roj'al's 
“Art of 'riiinking," Xenophon’s “ Meinorahio 
Tilings of Socrates," ami oilnn works that one 
would not cx[)e(:t ordinarily lo (ind in the library 
of a boy of hflcon or .sixieen. 

The book bust named had a pioiionneed inlht- 
ence njion Franklin. 1 le had become an aggre.ssivi 
controvcraiali.st, and hi.s study of XVnophon's worli 
induced him to inlopi the Socratic nuuhotl o' 
arguing, that of asking iptestions seemingly irrele- 
vant hut leading to concin.sions not suspected by 
the opponent. lie became, adept in its use am 
his victories afforded him imich satisfaction. 

Of his arguments with Keimer, who was him.scii 
fond of dispularions, he sahl: “ I ufed to work hin 
fo with my Socratic method, ami had trepannei 
him fo often by (pienioiis apparently fo dillaiii 
from any Point wc had in hand, and yet by De- 
grees led to the point, and hronglit him into DilTi- 
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cultics and ("ontradiiHions, that at lad he jjicw 
ridiculoiilly cautious, and would hardly anfwcr 
me I he moll common Qucllion without alking 
(irll, ‘What do you intend to infer from that?' 
However, it gave him fo high an 0])inion of my 
Ahiliries in the coufuling way that he (erioully 
jirojxiied my being Ids Colleague in a projed he 
iiad of fetting up a new letd'. lie was to |)reach 
the Doctrines, and 1 was to confound all Oppo- 
nents.” 

Kraidclin eventually abandoned the Socratic 
method. ”1 continued this Method fume few 
years, but gradually left it,” he said, “retaining 
only the Habit of expieliing myfelf in terms 
of modell Dilltdenco, never ufing, when I advanced 
any thing that might polhbly be difputed, the 
words ccitainly, undoubtedly, or any others that 
give the air of politivenefs to an Opinion; hut 
rather fay, 1 conceive or ap])rehend a thing to bo 
fo and fo; it appears to me, or I should think it 
fo or fo, foi I’uch and fuch reafons; or I imagine 
it to be fo; or it is fo, if 1 am ju)t miilaken. This 
Habit, 1 believe has been of great Advantage to 
me when 1 have had oecalion to inculcate my opin- 
ions, and perfuade Men Into Mearurcs that I 
have been from 'I'ime to 'Inne engaged in pro- 
moting.” 

Franklin gives evidence in his corrcsjrondejice 
of having been always a student of language. 
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Ill I7‘>9 yoiiiiji; Nn.ili Wt'hsin '.out iiiiu |ii,s 
Coit.iduns upon (ho l-.iippi.ijp'.” Kiaulcliii 

adviiowlodp.od its loiript: in appioviipj tonus, 
foiuplimomiiuj tlio ynimj', .uiilioi {)u his "/i.'iil for 
proloivinj': ilio purity t»r<iiii haiiipi.i/jo’* and r(,'(‘()in. 
tnoudluji; riirilu'i (‘Ihul ahmj'; th.ii lino. 

lie nbjootod to llio p.mwin/^ nsi' <il' tlio wore! 
“improved’’ insio.ri! of "ompluyod ’’ in an expres- 
sion like “a oonntty I lonlo iinpiov<’d .is ,i raveni." 
lie also ohjootod to tlio I’ormiii}' of voihs iKmi suh- 
sfantivos stioli as "noiioi’d,” ’’ advoo.tlod,’’ “pio- 
{rrcHcd ’’ and ’’oppofod.’’ 

When Franklin puhlisliod his so-oallod “('anada 
Panipliloi ” ho hinisoH' oaino iindoi iht' orilioism 
of the Fnplish historian, Daviil llunio, litaanso nl 
his use of muisual wonls. 'I'hioo that I luino speoi- 
Pied wore “ pejorate, “ “ooloiii/o” and '‘luilhalcc- 
ahle.” Kraidvlin up the hist two as hoiiijt 

proviiu'itil and clu; lasf as “nirhor low.” lie eon- 
oedod tin; iinidvisahiliiy oPintroduoinp *' now wonh 
wlicro wo are tilroady (lonVIl'od of old ones rnlli- 
oienliy expioliivo,’’ Inif aihlotl “.il the I'anio tiiui: 
1 cannot hut willi the I'Paiiio of our 'ronjpio per- 
mitted inakiiijii; now words, when wo want them, 
by Conipolilion of old (hies, wliolV moaidntii.s art 
already well undorllood.” “I'or inllaiioo, tlit 
wort! ‘inaeoollihlc ’ Po lon)f in uPo mnoii)' ns, is tint 
I darePay, Po iinivi'il'ally nndeillood hy oiir people as 
the word ‘unooineafahle’ would humodiatoly he." 
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Kranklin |)1 ()J)()si,m 1 “A Sclieinc for a New Al- 
phiibcl and Relorinctl Mode of Spelling,” explained 
in llie following remarks: 

“iL is endeavonreci io_ give the Alphabet a more 
niUuml Order; beginning Itrll with the fnnple 
Sounds formed by ibe Urealh, with none or very 
little helj) ol’ 'rongne, 'reefh, and laps, and i)ro- 
(Itiecd etnclly in the Wind()ipe. 

“'riien coming foiwaid to thole, forincd by the 
Roofof tlie 'ronp,n<‘ next to (he Windpipe. 

“'I'luui to thole, formed more (bi waixl by tlic fore 
pari of (he 'I'oiigiie ngaiiin: the Roof of the Month. 

“'I'hen thole, formed .still inore Ibrvvard, in the 
Month, l)y tlu^ 'fif) of the 'fonguc applied firfl to 
the Rootsof ihe npiH'r'reelh. 

‘''I'hen 10 (hole formed by the ’Tip of the Tongue 
ap()Iied to the I'aidsor iCdgesof the upper Teeth. 

“Then to thole, formed yet iikh’o forward, by 
the upper and under hip opening to let out tlic 
founding breath. 

"And lallly, ending with the (liutting up of the 
Mouth, or doling tlte hips, while any Vowel is 
founding.” 

llis reformed nljihabef eomprhsed twenty of the 
eharactors of the I'Inglish alpiiahet and to rejdace 
those rejected he siii>stiuite(l six of his own con- 
st ruction. I le usisi it in correspondence with some 
of his elo.se IVieiids whose tlevolion to him and inter- 
est in everything he did eanscil them to study the 
alphabet sullidenlly to he able to write witli it, but 
it had no vogue heyoiid his immediate circle. Noah 



hucii iiym ciul/tvl, hyi tl'uu/in htimuntf, 

Vili ryizitj. Icmpcsln (irvh i>iHi fund, 

(Sylfi az iw hr I or jurl lliilania piisl,) 

Kalm and siriin hi dn/iiKs lii jiuriys blast; 
Jlnd, plih'd 'li* tihni/ilis urdi/rs lu jn/rjhrm, 
‘liilids in Ip hui/rhdnd and di/ircfds '/p sUirm. 


So \i piur limpid ii(riiin, Itucn /< lul nili slncns 
av ri//litj. UurnlN and disniditj. rrcns, 

Uip'ks itself liiiir ; and az it rt/ns rifi/ins ; 

'lit byi diffriitt, 'Ip Jhliij. miri/r fh/ins, 

Rijlckts id I I jh Mr Ipd nn its Imrdi/r 
dlnd e nu hco^n in its feer byzipn jioz. 




.m whrii tiiMriU I Kv iIkkh' I 

Wilh iiuuiuumpi lit* KnVt, ,« (iintiv Inn. I 

iiti lit Uu II H imIi iMnaith 

litlm|tj|i[ fiiiiin lii iltiM B hiq fiinmin Itjiim 

^i»*l pl» .iM 1 1 till ‘(j lit ill III 1,1 ||, iiiifin 

JOiImi III (111 utiilhMrnl ,iiiil iliidffl ijif ttiiiiil 


OO llir |IIII( )iin]ti,t r.tii ,im win m lonl uiili otAini 
il! tntimlq III ill qtitiilllllt |,tiri<f 

‘I ii' I * "i'*' ^ »'*<» iiMil .mil I turn nliniii 

I iM liv ih»iiiH tliv llimriMH nHinii 

Ki'liritn i*iH II llnv 1 1 ill, If i>i| 1(4 liimlfi' f^inwn 
Ami «i Mt'w iirav’ii Ml iin |,iir imsum ilitnvi, 
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Wcbsloi ill lii;. “ DiKsoidilioii iiixm the English 
r.anguago” makes ihis inteiesdng, lereience: “This 
iiidefatigahlc; ( leiuh'inaii {Dr. I'lankliii), ainidll all 
his olhei emj)loym<'iiis, puhlie and piivate, has 
eompiled a Dieiionaiy mi his Seheinoofa Relbrin, 
and procnied lyjies lo he eall for piinting it. lie 
thinks hiinlVir loo old to pnilne the plan; hut has 
honored me with I In- oKei of the MainiCeript and 
'I'ypes and i‘\i)ieired a Hiong Delire that I Ihoidd 
undeilake ihe task, VVhethei (his projeel, fo 
deeply inlerelling lit (his ('onnliy will ever be 
cd'etHed : or whelhei ii will be defeated by Inlblence 
and jtrejndiee lemains for my countrymen to 
determine.” 

® C'* t' O © ® @ 0 0 

Cl! Aik XIX. 

/ /ilcrary fJ 'orks, 

ALBKR'I’ Ill'iNRV .SMY'I'll in his chapter on 
^ the works ol hranklin ([iiotcis Sydney Smith’s 
remark to his danghier, “I will disinherit you if 
you do not admire eveiydnngwritlen by I'Tanklin,” 
and himself adds "The literal nre of the world 
might be seaielual in vain for (he work.s ol another 
author wlut should e.'chibil such ti variety of thcnic> 
fertility of (hoiiglu and eveellence ol style.’’ 

Franklin’s eailiest aii(*m|)ts ai autliorship weic 
In the form of baihuls. in his time nc.irly cvciy- 
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body took ;i turn ;ii iliyiiiiiijc, .uni :tI(lioiijf|i the 
hnilads wi*rc, as Fraiiltliii in laUT years said of liis 
own, usually "\victehe<l sciiil',’' many ol'tlnan had a 
large sale. I'hoinas J'leei is said hy Isai.ih 'riioinas 
to have sold .so many hallads iliai " ilu' pidlii upon 
ihoni alone was snllieient lo snpiioil his I'ainily 
res|)cetal)ly.” 'The hall.nis \v<Te eonunonly of a 
tragie nature, relating the “e.\()loii.s of (tiraies, the 
exeention of mnialeiers, the p.allantiy of higliwaj^- 
nieii, teriil)le shipwieeks, honihle (linu's, etc." 
Young l''ianlvlin, seeming to have some f.ieilityat 
Iv.dlad writing, at the stiggcstiou of his elder hrothev 
James, wrote two, one ealle<i “’riie Light lloiifc 
Tragedy” ami the other relating the ('xploits of 
Edward Teach, a pirate known as " Hlaekheard,” 
who citiiscd up and down the Atlaniie Coast, 
striking terror wherever he went. 

Eenjamin not only wiote the ballads, hut went, 
under his brother’s dlre.etit)n, to sell them on the 
streets. Of “'riie laglit 1 tonfe 'IVagedy ” it is said 
that it “.sold prodigiously,” whieli so eucouraged 
the young author that he would have made further 
efforts ill ballad writing had not his failier eome to 
his rescue and jicrsuaded him to devote his talents 
to more sen.sihic endeavor. 

Fianklin wiole most of the matter in the “ Penn- 
.syivania (hizette” not credited hy him to otlici 
sources. 'Phe Almanack was a son of melting 
j)ot into which he gathered whatever came Ids way 
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that sci vcd hiH pin pose. Some ol' Poor Richard’s 
sayingfi [ilnased as they wcic round, others 

were sli|'htly alteied, and in many the thought 
alone was usc<! l)ut e.K|)ressetl in Franklin’s owji 
words. His allilutle may be seen in what Poor 
Richard had to say in No. 15 of the Almanack on the 
subject of poetiy. 

“The VeilVs on the Heads of Months are alfo 
geneially deligneil (o have the fame 'i’endency. I 
need not tell (bee I hat not many of them are of My 
Own Makinj';. If thou had any Judgment in 
Poetry, thou wilt eafily difeern the Workman from 
the Pungler. I know a.s well as thee, that I am not 
Poet Porn.; and it is a 'I'rade 1 never learnt, nor In- 
deed could learn. . . Why then (liould I 

give my Readers bad Lities of my own, when good 
Ones of other People’s are fo [ilenty?” 

Franklin wrote much on scientilic subjects, giv- 
ing evidimcc of interest in them at an early age. 
During his llrst sojourn in London he made the 
aciiuaintance of several men of scientific attain- 
ment, one of them being Dr. Pemberton, secretaiy 
of the Royal Socicl}'’, who made him the promise of 
an introiluction to Sir Isaac Newton, but failed to 
kecj) it. Atiother was Sir Hans Sloane, who in- 
vited him to his house and showed him his collec- 
tion of eiiriosities. 

In the “(ia/,ette” he published papers of his own 
aiithorshi[) on such subjects as “On Making Rivers 
Navij';jd)le,’’ “Caufes of FarLh(|ualces,“ etc., but it 



19B J jitcniry 1 / orks. 

was iinf until r/jt'*, wlu n lir w.Ci (oity years of nf:;c 
aiui two years befou' hi-, lei heiiinii tioiii business, 
that bis alteiition was Inst di.iwn in I'lci iiieily. In 
that year bis I'lieiul, I’etei (’ollinson, London 
Agent for (lie labiary ('oin|iany of I’biladelphia, 
ami fellow of ibe Royal Soeiety uf Loudon, sent to 
Pbiladelphia an elt'etiieal tube witli dii'ei tions for 
its use. l''ranlvliu p,;ive binu-.elf u[) to the I'aseinat- 
ing expeiiinenls be was able to make w'iili it, 

“I never was belbie enp.aited in any Stiuly that 
fo totally engrolfed my Attention and my 'rime as 
this has lately doin'”; he says, “ for, what with mak- 
ing Lxjieriments when 1 can be alone, and U'jieating 
them to my h'liends and A((|uaintance, who, from 
tin: Novelty of the lliiipt, come eontinually in 
Crowds to fee them I have, diiiinp; .some Month.s 
jiast, liad little Lc'ifnre for aiiyiliiug elfe.” 

Kraniclin’s writin/',s on the suhjeet of eleelricity 
were sent to I'airojie, wheie they were at, liisl re- 
ceived with ridicule and later accepted with en- 
thusiasm. 

With his untiling cnei/',y, he delved into the 
mystery of natural iilu'iiomena in every direction, 
He projKmnded a tlieoiy of uavigoition ; it xvas he 
who discovered that siotms have a delinile di- 
rection; the experiments be eondneted on sliijiboard 
10 relieve the tedium ol the long ocean voyages 
demonstrated that tlieie is a dillerence of tempera- 
ture in the (lull Stream as com[)arcd with the 
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li Kuii'oiiiuls ii, and it was ho who found 
tion of the olloci of oil upon water, 
prion ol I'Kiidvlin’s wiilinjjs on science 
»[)hy may boohiainod fiom the following 
l>y ProlVssoi Stnylli: “ Fianklin’s mind 
li ideas. In a sinj>lc ielLor he speaks of 
I lori licatii'stornis, ( In' origin of springs in 
poirificd shells in the Ap[Kilaeliians, and 
suhjeels appaiendy far apait and with 
ft ion, and yet (luiy are linked together 
ney enon;>h) foi , as he said, with homely 
, 'ideas will II ling (hemfelves like ro])es 
. . . Ills pliilosopliieal writings 

•)jeets of ('Ie<‘i rieity, .seismology, gecdogy, 
/•, physie.s,elunnistry, astronomy, niathe- 
Irography, horology, aeronautics, navi- 
fiiltuu', ethnology, ()aleoniok)gy, modi- 
It', and |H'da)>o)>y.” 

itigs upon seioiilide snhjeets reecived, 
usual attention, one rea.son being that 
HO iindmstandahli!. lie, wrote not in 
rins, hnr in the langnage of the layman, 
pears in his lang,nag<s” says Sparks, “in 
itlei fully decorous, the best adapted to 
uat'ive loveliness.” 

: piodnet of I'lanklin’s pen was of 
tigl'h to make a htiok of average size, 
^cro inl’i'iuled a.s coiilrihiitions to news- 
r pnhiieaiion as [)ami)hlets and broad- 
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sides, ot wcie soeial .md i)iisiiu’.ss icttci.s. 'There 
are in existence heiween lil'leen (htms.unl and six- 
teen thousand ol his niij’jnal nianiisci i[>ls, oin~ 
hiaeod mainly in thiee^'jieai <()ll»a tioiis, which are 
located res|)e< livtdy in the l.iln.tiy of C’ony.ress at 
Wash in/; ton, D. 1'., tlie Lihi.iiy oi' the Anierieim 
Philosophical Society, ii\ l’hiladcl|ihia, and the 
Lihraiy of the Univeisiiy ol i’ennsylv.inia in 
Philadt!l()hia. Amon/!; what mi/;lit he calli-d the 
minor collections, ht'canse not so l.ii'/;e, the most iin- 
poitant j)iol)al)ly is that in the possession of the 
] listorieal Society of Pennsylvania in Phihulelphia. 

Piofcssor Smyth says of ^'lanklin, "he had the 
ma|'()i(: trait of hoaidinj; iliinj;s.’‘ betters writl'cii 
to him, roii/jh diafts and copies of let tei s writ ten hy 
liim, visitin/j cards and in\‘itations to dinner or to 
masonic lodge tneeiings were saved ami cherished 
and went to swell the Irememlons a.gipegati’ of his 
coilecaion of pa[)ers. 

When in 1776 iMankliii went to l''rance as a rep- 
resentative of the Confedeiat ion he was s(‘veiuy 
years of age and nat vitally nnceriain as to the proh- 
aitle teiuiro of his life. I le made Josejih ( Jalloway, 
once s|)eaker of the Pennsylvania .Assemhiy and a 
friend of many years, on<* of his executors and in liis 
.supposedly safe care left his collection of papers 
securely packet! in a chest. 

'Two thinjts happene.tl which I'ranklin naturally 
did not expect would happen. ( hie w'as the sending 
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by (I.illow.iy (>r Uu‘ clu'.si (tf papois to liis {'oimtry 
Hi'iil soiiK' iniU's from I*liilii<lcl|)lii:i, wlini; they were 
stoK'd in ;i sinnll iioiisi' sonuaiinos used ns an oOicc, 
and I In; oilirr was (Jalloway’s doscrlutii of the 
putiiot caiiKc and alliatuv with (ho Hiitish. 

'I'lio honso was later hroktai into by “rebels,” to 
use (ialloway’s pliiase, by whieh he probably 
meant Aineiican soldiers, 'riio ehest was opened 
tnid its contents scattered upon the lloor, where 
they icinained in <lisordei until Ricliaul Hache, 
Fianklin’s son-in-law, luainl of the disaster and 
went to (I'alloway’s honso, colleeCed such of the 
papers as could bt; fotind, :nul returned with them to 
I'biladelplua. Important leiteis and luiiiuisctipfs, 
including!; tliosi' iclatinj!; t<i (he whole jteriod of 
Franklin’s leprt'staitation of the ColoJiies in ICng- 
land, the most valuable of his oaily documents, 
were lost, 

Ail of Franklin’s papers and manuscripts were bc- 
([ueathed to his gumd.son, William Temple Frank- 
lin, who took with him to London some letter books 
and ii few other original manuscripts, leaving what 
renuiincd, compiising thirteen thou.stind separate 
pieces, in the pos.se.ssion of the father of Charles P. 
Fox, who nearly fifty years kuer bequeathed all but 
a coni[)aiaiively small portion of them to the Amer- 
ican Philosophical Society of I’hiladelphia, where 
they luive since remained. 

'I’hc portion referred to was stored in a garret 



202 


IJfcniry fTorks. 

over a st.'ihic a( llu* litaiic ol' tlu- KfiN r;iinilj", and 
was thcrel'ort' .vrilnnKctl. Mi'.-; l'o\ Kinnv wiiat 
the papers woie lait (tmlv ••m.ill iiiiete.'.i in ilion, 
aiul ncodin/f a new (aipef l"i liet kiielieii (Iciidnl 
to sell the waste papei ti» a p.ipei mill in oidcrto 
secure funds with whieli to puieli.ise ihr e.irpct. 
They were in pioeess ol leiiiov.il when a Mi'., Knj- 
brook was visit in;j Mi***. l’o\. Mis. IJiillnook 
remonstrated and tlu* pap<'i t, with the I'verptinu 
of those contained iti om* iinhieky haiiel, wliieh 
could not l)c leealleil, weir leinrneil to the lion, so 
and later presented to iMo.. llolhiook. Kventii- 
ally, throu|i[h the elToio* of Dr. S. Weir Miielu-11, 
they were ()urehased and ileposited in the hihiary 
of the Univetsiiy of IVmisylvania. 

The inaiuiseri(>t.s taken ahroad hy V\'illi:im 
Tcmjile Fraidilin had the ‘’stranjje, evi'iitriil 
hisioiy” wliieh seems to havi* been the fate of all 
of the Bonjaiuin hhanklin jiapeis. After the 
publication of his edition of his yjandf.iiher’s 
writings, the original papeas weie deposio'd for 
safe keeping with :i /inn of hondon hatikeis. A 
few years after William 'rnnple Kianklin's death 
the widow removed the papers and I'or ih«' iie.xc 
seventeen yctirs nothing i,s known of their wliere- 
abouts. Mrs. l''rjniklin remarried and apparently 
lost interest in them. 

In i8.(o they were fonml ^'loosely Inindleil iq),” 
on the top .shell of a tailoi'ks .shop in tin; l.oiidon 
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street wlicro William IVmpIe Franklin had lodged, 
'^riu' rinder ituiUeeUially odtavd them (dr sale, to 
the British Museum among others, for nearly 
a dozen years, h’inally a buyer was found in 
Henry Stevens, of Veimont, who sortial, repaired, 
and reaiianged tliein, and in turn sold them to the 
United Slates lot yj^.exx). Comprising neaily 
three thousand sepaiale items, they aie now ae- 
eurately eaialo;'ue<l and arranged in fouitoeii 
folio volumes ill the Mamiseiipt Department of the 
Ivihiary of C’onj>ress in Wasliing.iou. 

When William 'I'omple Franklin eame into the 
liossessioii of his grandfather’s works, his first 
thought was of eonrse to issue a eomplele edition 
of such as in his oiiinioii were worthy of preservan 
lion, and that none of the papers might cscajie 
him ho inserted in (In; "Aurora,” a newspaper pub- 
lished hy Duane, who had married the wnlowof his 
cousin, Jlenjamiii h'ranklin Ihiehe, tlie following 
advertisemejil: 

"DR. FRAMKUN’S PAJ‘KRS 

"Towards the eml of the yettr 1776, 
the late Dr. Franklin, on hi.s departure 
for I'airope, for greater .seenriiy deposited 
a largo chest, containing his papers and 
mamiseiipts, with Mr. Joseph (ialloway, 

;it his place in Bucks County in Penn- 
sylvania. The same was left there hy 
Mr. (ialloway, when he (piitted his liahi- 
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tatioii, and was, n !•. ‘..lid, hnilcc' diu'ii liy 
persons niikmm ii. and nianv n|' lin- |ia|)ci.s 
tuken away atnl dispei’.t d in ilic nei}’li~ 
hoiliood. 

"Several of die niost valnahle of these 
papeis liave siinc lieen iei<>veie<l; Init' 
liieie au' still sotue nii'. any, ainonj' whieh 
arc a low ol tin* |)inlor'. hellei Hooks, 
and a inannseiipt in loin oi live \olntnes 
Idlio, on l''inanee, (’oniineiee, and iManii- 
ftieuires. 'I'lie snli'.»iil>ei, to ulioni l)i. 
Kninklin linineadn-d all his jMjM o, an<| 
maiiuseripts, and who h, |ti<’|Miin/', lo j'ive 
his works to the pnhiie, take*, this method 
of inrormuiK those who may have Iviiowl- 
cdfjjo of awy ol’ the ahove mentioned pa- 
nels, and will lominnnieate iht' same to 
him so that: lie may ihetehy he enahletl to 
reeover any of them, oi who may iheni- 
selves pioenre any of dieni and tlelivei' 
them to him, shall he ihanklnllv and j',en- 
eronsly lewarded and no ijnestions asked, 
/le llkew'ise rennests those |iersons who 
may luive any letttn.s oi other w'liiiiijp; ol' 
i)r. I'Yanklin’tlial tnay he deemeil wot thy 
of the niihlie eye, to lu* so kind as to lor- 
ward tnean as early as nossihle, that they 
m;iy he inserted in the hot tor's Works. 

'^Those, also, who may have any Itooks 
or ina()s helonpjnjt to tlie lihraiy ol' the 
late i)r.^ Idanklin, ait' th".|ied to reitirn 
them wiihoiii tielav, to the siihsetiher, 
who is tibout to emhark lor I'aimpc;. 

*‘W. 'I'. Kranki.in.” 
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WiHi:nii 'r<‘ni|»li' l''i:inKrni woiil lo l.oiuloii to 
iin;iii|>o i'oi tiu' imbli^liiii^f of ilio pnpcrs, arriviiig 
just in tinu' (o Inili <lii‘ issiiann; in l<;n|j;lKsh of iwi) 
iraii.sladoiis of a I'lniicii ndiiioii of tlu* “Aiitohi- 
o;iraj>liy’’ lliiK luid hfcii published by Jbdsson in 
On liis positive' assuiance (lull be 'would 
soon briiii’ out a coniplete edition of bis graiid- 
(aLbei’s works, (iie piiblieaiion t)f these two tnms- 
lations was delayed two yeais. In they both 
appetired, one beariipt the imprint of J. Parsons 
and the other, edited by Richard Price, one of 
Petijamlii Kitinklin’s friends, vvbieb was nuich the 
better of the two, bcariii/t the imprint of G. C. J. 

J. Robinson. 

A year later tlio “ Autolriotp'aphy” appeared in 
Germany, t:ranslated from Robinson’s edition, and 
in lygb' a new veision in Krench was pnblisiictl in 
Paris, In this later b'reni'li edition the editor 
eotnplainod beeause the edition promised by Wil- 
liam 'IVmplc Idanklin bad not been published, 
addiiijj;', “tIu' works of ti tpe;t( man belong IcSvS to 
bis heirs than to llui luiman rat'e.” 

In ibo6, ’’while 'IVniple Pnmklin was still scis- 
soring, sot fin/?, sliiftin/j, and pasting the heaps of 
his grandfather's papeis," afipoared "The Com- 
piete. Works in I'hiloldphy, Politics and Morals, 
of tlic late Dr. Uenjamin Franklin now firn: col- 
lected and arrangiul: with IVIemoirs of his early 
Life written by bimfelf in 3 vols., London, J. John- 



EXPERIMENTS 

A N r> 

O B S E R V A T I O N « 

O N 

ELECTRICITY, 

M A I» E A T 

riiiLAnKLPiiiA in America, 

II Y 

J1i:njamin I’ranki. in, L. I,. II. mul l‘»K. S> 

Ty) whKIi are 

L n T 1' li R S atul V A P J*) R « 

0 N 

PitiROflOi'n icAj, Su nj c: ru, 

Tlic Wliolc corrcvHcili itictliOili/ctK imitrovcil, riu) now tlrfl col- 
Icikil into one Volume, 

AND, 

Illuanud Mx C 0 i 4 ‘i:K l♦^,ATK^^ 


I 0 n O ^ : 

ISlotcil for OAvni nri,‘KV i ami fiM hy I'tiAUrri KfeWniiitYi 
at die Corner ol ,sr Churi;li*Vaid. 

‘mduclxix,'" 


Kini( (omnu'linifuvo rultiKtun of FranUiiiS wuciuhn ii> iMirii’^h, Origin, il 
ill ilio TvpoKM|ililt' .MiijMii'.runi of iIm* Aiih iiinn Tvro Vomidcrs 

C.ujup.invt Jorney <*iiv. N. J. Si/r ,\i\” x 




/ Atrrdry // orks. 207 

floii iiml Knnj'jn.m.” In (In' pu'l'.ia* of this odilion, 
(lie rdiioi (if wlui'li is said lo have lu'on a Mr, 
Maislinll, assislrd it is hrlicvj'd hy Hcnjainin 
Vaiiyjian, apprais a arvcic tiiticism of William 
'IVmijlf l'’iaiiklin, hn'miso of his delay in the pub- 
lic, tiion of (he woik. A part of it is as follows: 

"'riie piopiielor, ii seems, had found a bidder 
of a <lilleient desc ii|)( ion in some emissaiy of 
(roveinmeni, whose ohjeel was to withhold the 
manuseripis fioin the woild, not (o hciielit it 
by iheii (ml)lieaiion ; and lliey ihiis eilher ])asst:d 
iiiioolhei hands, or (he person lowborn (hey were 
l)e(pieai ho<l leeeived a lenumeration for siippiess- 
injt them. I his at leasi has been asseiled, by a 
yarieiy ol per.'ions, both in this eountiy and Amer- 
ica, ol whom some weie ai I ho lime intimate with 
the jpand.son. and noi wholly nnaetniainted witli 
the maehinalions (»f iho minisliy; and the silence, 
whieli has been observed Ibr so many years re- 
.speeiinjt (In' publication, j.p'ves additional credibil- 
ity to ilu; K'port." 

batta in the s.ime year the “American Citizen,” 
a newspapei pnhlishe<l in New York, joined in the 
condemnation by saying that William Temple 
i'ranklin, “withoni sliame and without remorse, 
mean and mercenaiy, ha.s sold the sacred deposit 
connniited lo his care by Or. Kranklin to the 
iiritisb government. J''ranlclin’s works arc lost to 
the world forever.” 

'I'o this 'remple l''ranklin publi.shcd a reply 
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du: cliiHgo as “atrociously false” anti 
i|v dial the papers had been left to him to be 
ishod “in his discretion” and the manuscripts 
not lost but were “luulcr lock and key in the 
-c vaults of niy bankers.” Finally in 1817, 
<y~seven years after 'reniple Franklin came 
rlio ])ossession of the |)apcrs willed to him by 
randfather, appealed the first volume of his 
in. There were six octavo volumes, the last 
itiii}>: in iHiy. 'I'lie edition was limited to 
I hundred and fifty co|)ies. The publisher, 
y Colburn, assumed all the expenses and risks 
rook one third of the profits, Temple Frank- 
jiiolits amounting to fourteen hundred and 
ty-tlirce (xninds, 

tlie editions of hhanklin’s works not racn- 
1 aliove the most notable arc the following; 

.ighan, London, 1770, one volume, 
rshall and Vaughan, London, 1806, three vol- 
ines, 

ane, Fhilailelphia, i8o8-i8r8, six volumes. 

L;d Sparks, boston, 1836-1842; ten volumes, 
n bigclow,NewYork, 1887-1888 ;ten volumes, 
on Henry Smyth, New York, 1907, ten vol- 
utes. 

these editions the only one now not out of 
i« that by Frofe.s.sor Smyth, and it is by far 
jst. Siiarks took liberties with the manu- 
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scripts, coircctinjj; aiul altciinjj; as he chose. Bige- 
low’s edition was an iinpiovcnieiU, hui he based 
many of Ins <pioLa(ions upon the woik of Sparks 
and thereby repeated the errors. 

Professor Smyth i)ei formed a notable sctvioe 
10 American lellcrs in preparing his edition of 
Kranklin’s works. He had access to many manu- 
sciipts not known when previous editions weic 
published and in republishing he went to the orig- 
inal doenments in eveiy case, preserving their exact 
style, spelling, and of course phraseology. 

The “Autobiography” will always remain one 
of the great monuments of American literature. 
It has been translated into practically every tongue, 
securing a wide circulation all over the globe, and 
in America no library is complete without it. Tn 
some cities it is used as a text-book in the public 
schools. 

'I'he manuscript of the “Autobiography” in 
Franklin’s handwriting long remained in the pos- 
session of the family of M. le Veillaul, Mayor of 
Passy when Fiauklin lived there, and one of his 
close persojial friends. In 1867 it came into the 
possession of lion. John Bigelow, Minister to the 
Court of France, and for the lust time the public 
was made acquainted with the “Autobiography” 
as written by its author. On comparison with the 
edition ])ut forth by William Temple Franklin, it 
was found that as his grandfather’s literaiy execu- 
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tor he hail talvcn unwananioil h'hertii's with th 
text. Moie than twelve hmulieil ehan.(;es wor 
Ibiiiul to have i)een made by 1dm, all of them o 
coarse in his own mind impiovements upoji th 
original. 

“Of these changes,” says McMastei, ‘‘little neci 
he said. 'I’hcy are usually 'i’cmple I'laiddin’, 
Latin words for Henjamin l'‘ianklin's Anj'.lo-Haxon 
I'hey remind us of the language of those liidshct 
writers for the jness who can nevet call a (ire any 
thing hut a conllagralion, nor a crowd anything hul 
a vast concourse, and wlio dare not use tiu! saint 
word twice on the same page 'Huts it is that in tht 
Temple Fianklin edition ‘notion* h;is hecome ‘pre^ 
fence,’ that ‘night coming on’ h.ts hecome ‘idghi ap* 
preaching, ’ that ‘a very large one’ has heci tnu' ‘a eon* 
sideral)leone,*that ‘treated me’ has hcconuAieceived 
me,’ that ‘got a naughty girl with child' h;is become 
‘had an intrigue with a girl of b:ul character,’ that 
‘very oddly’ has been turned into 'a veiy t'vtraor- 
dinary manner.’ Hut the changes di<l not stop 
here. 'J'he coarseness of the grandfather was voiy 
shocking to the grand.son, and ‘gu//ler.'. of beer’ is 
made ‘drinkers of beer,’ 'footed it t<» London’ be- 
comes ‘wtilked to London,’ ‘Keimer Slated like a pig 
poisoned’ is made to give way to ‘Keimer stared with 
astonishment.’” 
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CUM*. XX. 

Literary l^'ricnds, 

first of l{cnj:unin KnuikUn’s friends who 
^ could [iroperly he classed under the title of this 
chaplcr vveic tw<) friends of his youth, John Collins 
and Janies Ralph. It was with young Collins that 
he engaged in 3'ouihful contioversies ovci weighty 
suhjecis, as has heen related in another ehapler, 
which lesulted in his decision, at the suggestion of 
his lather, to acciuire an improved liteiaiy style. 
Collins seems to Iiave heen a young man of great 
promise, hut he took to over-indulgence in in- 
to.xieants and early disappcaied fiom l''ranklin’slife. 

James Ralph was one of the original members of 
lIk' Junto, lie was clerk to a merchant and was 
“ing.enious, genteel in his manners, and extremely 
elmpient.” Mut he abandoned ti young wife and 
child ami went with h'lanklin to I'lnglaiul, where he 
became a literary hack tiiul a jiroducer of indifferent 
(loetry. Ilis memory is kept alive principally bc- 
c.iuse of the fact that Alexander l*ope satirized him 
in the “ Dunciad.” I le dedicated liLs first woik to 
l''ranklin. 

In enumerating in the “Autohiogra|)hy” his 
closest acquaintances during his (irst years in 
I’hihuh'iphia, P'ranklin named not only James 
Ralph, hut Charles Osborne and Joseph Watson, 
“all lovers of reading,*’ and presents an attractive 
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mo of ilK'ir imiiniuy whoii ho adds: “Many 
faiu Walks wo fom hatl toffothcr on Sundays 
llio Woods uoar Soluiykill whore we load to 
anollior and oonl’oi rod on what wo road.” 
no ol' (ho doarost iVionds of iManklin’s later 
s was Honjamin Vanj'lnin, a native of (ho West 
K-s, who was in London soivinj' as soorclary to 
1 Shollnimo W'hon ^'lanklin was there. When 
“P.iiahlo of Por.soontion ” was [uihlishod in 
don dm ill)', I'V.ndclin's ahscnoo in Ainorioa, and a 
jro ol' |tlaf',imisin was hronj'.ht ajjainst him, 
idian sprau):; immodialoly and siiocossfully to 
lofonoi'. 1 lo it was who urged l''ranklin to coii- 
0 (ho wilting of (lie “ Autobiography,” and lie 
(ho eililor ol’ the first edition of b’canklin’s 
ks. 

olor t’ollinson, oolohralod hooanso of hivS kmnvl- 
ol' botany and natural history, was another 

0 friend, lie kept up a oorrospondonoo with 

1 ofsoionoo in all pai ls of (ho world, and It was to 
tlial l''ranklin was indebted fot the opportunity 
nake his iiist ox|)eriments with an elootrical 
e whioh ('ollinson sent fioni London to the 
lary Csinipany of Philadelphia. 

!a<lwallader C'oldon, another friend, was about 
aaino aj'O. as Hciijainin Vaughan, both being a 
on yoar.s older than Kranklin, Coldon was the 
lior of the “ 1 lillory of the hive Indian Nations,” 
iiu'iples of Aetion in Matter,” ‘tnd other 
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sricniiCu' :in(l lusioriia! worivs. lit* iiiv<'iUc(| 
hioiIhhI (>r sincnt y|iin;!: lie wioto 

lonjf lit ^■|;nlkliIl, Iml wliuli did j) 

conif into j^on(;i;il iikc. 

Othfi' litci.iiy riicnds in wen' Julmui 

MniKis jiiiilior ol nii “I'.ssny on ilic Siihlinni ni 
llu! Ik'iuililiil," \v)io l.ilcr Itn.imc hcfti'r lunnt 
lliniii|i;h liis oinioiy niul sf;iii’Mnatis|ii|); Dav 
I liinu', thr liisloi i:in, and Adam Smith, ant lior of 
“Thnoiy of Mild Scntinu'nts '' and “ I lie Wnali 
of Nations.” 

Atncrica ai t he tinic was iioi ahnndantly stipplie 
with lltoraiy nnm, but l'‘ranklin was I’lirnd and i'o,i 
lidani'r lo two yoinpr nuai whose names were laK 
lit Iteeome well known. Onr ol them was 'riioina 
IhiiiK', lo whont ho wioie ailvisin;;; him not to ptil: 
lish his at tai k.s upon I In* provailin^i; lelljpons helioh 
;ind I'ho olhor was Noah W'ohsier, <om(iih'r of ih 
diciiontiiy thai boro his name. 

Kranklin’.s fpoaiesi riiendsbi[i, howiwor, out 
vvhi<'h has become hisioib-, does not piop<Tly eomt 
tinder l.he <lesi|piation of '‘lifer.iiy ” in the sense oi 
iiiifhorship. Il is that whiih existed hetweeii 
liini and William Strahan (now piononnced as il 
spelled Sirawn, but in his lil’etime pionotnieed 
Stray~h:m), the celebraretl l.ondon pi inlet and 
l>ul)lisher. Stiah.an was nine years yonnjier than 
Kranklin, Itavinjf bet'll born in Ilebiiilt iipa 

sticeessl’nl bnsine.s.s, became piiiiier to the kinp, ;hkI 
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w.i'. till* |iiii»li.‘-lici I'l l),ivi(l Ilium-’,*. “flisLm 
Miij'l.iiiii " .hmI I hr wni KmiI I- (Iw ;ii<1 ( iihhdii, :ui 
ol' llir “ Drrliiu- mill l-'.ill ol iIm- l\itiu.iii l'!ni()ir(i 

Sti.ili.iii .iimI I'l.iiiklin ,-.|iriii iiuuh linir in i 
ntln-i’s roniji.iny whrn w.i-i n-si(U>,n 

i'inj'laiul, ami hurt hr u.i-- I- ianlJin's ii'prrsriua 
ill l.oiidiHi in iii'i hm.iiii“i:i nrj'.i il i.il ion-^. I'iirir > 
rrspomlrm'r was vuliiinimais and ii was lo.Stia 
lhat ihr iainmis •i"' imw my riirniy” lc 

was addirssrd. Ihliil Lriirstri i'niil nialit'S 
slairnu-m, un wh;U auiluniiy i*. mn kimwii, { 
(hr Irtd'i was iirvrr sriil. Whai may he 
oiifp’nai, hill whal windd sri-m In hr a enpy, is () 
srivril ill ihr inllri'linii nl l-’iaiiklin imiiuisriipts 
(hr lahr.iiy nrt'oiij'irss al W'.ishinp.lnii, ami il is I 
onr usually usrd lor ilhisiraiinu in wniks rrliiti 
In Franklin, In (hr ptiv.iir lilnaiy nl' |. Pirr|)0 
IVlorj.'.an, in Ni-w ^'nrk. is .iimilirn npy in l'’iankli( 
iianilwiidn;', which lart allnids m.iiriial for i 
(■rirsliiiii; sprriila(ion. 

Kranklin's IrKris in Snahau wrir, with one c 
rriiCinn, drrnrnns and dip.nilird, save iliaC some i 
(hem, insirad nl' hr.irinp; a Inimal snprisriiptioj 
W'rrr addressed *' Dear Sdanry." \\'hal must lia\ 
hern Scralian's asdinislnm-m when hr ri'crivod ih 
e.s:re))l inn, which was d.unl Hu!rm).»tnn, Chtoher <| 
1763, and whirlv hejptv.i: 

“In the nameol'dod what I have ("aid or done t< 
you, that fo many Months Ihonld rlaplV, To main 
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Vellcls miivi; without my luiviiifi; llio PIcnfuie of a 
fingk; ('mail ^oii fim-e my Airivail in America. 
I can’t help iiiiaj.'.itiinji!: (hal Y‘>ii must have Wrote, 
and tlie letter milVarriecI, hut Mrs. F. fays fiie 
thinks you have (luite forgot us, now we have loft 
FiH’laiitl, ami that you will not trouble youifcll 
ahoiit us any aiaore. I hope (he is miilaken and 
that you will etudale me t(» prove her so.*’ 

'L'he oiiginal is in Mr. Morgan’s collection. 

Williant Strahan put himself on record tis to lua 
friendship for Fiimklin in a letter (0 Mis. Fianklin, 
uiisiieeessfully urging her to overcome her dislike 
for the sea aim! to make a voyage to Loiulon, “^For 
my own itart,” he saiitl to her aihont her hiishand, 
“ 1 never law .1 tnan who was in every refpcct so per- 
fectly aigreeable to me. Some arc amiable in one 
view, fomc in amotlier, he in adl.” 


CHAP. XXJ. 

'lliG Love of Books. 

•OKNJAMIN FRANKI.IN’S eairly love of books 
^ is revealed in the incident rehitcd in tlic first 
chapter of this volume of his arrangement with the 
brother to whom he wais apprenticed to spend less 
upon his hoau'd ami clothing in order to provide him 
with money for the purchase of hooks. One of his 
earliest friends in Ho.sioii was a Matthew Adams, 
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who h:ul ;i collri uon <»i' Ix'oKs ;m(l wlm invital tin: 
i)()y lo liis lionu* ;m(l pl.ui'il tin- lu»)lvs .a Ihs dis- 
pOSill. 

Il is ri'IiKcd in (hr '* Aiitohioj^i.ipliy*’ ih.ii wlicn 
he iinivrd in N<‘W ^’ork Ikhii lioi.nni ilir sctoiul 
linu', (l\i! f^ovonuirol’dir jnuvimc (Hinin'i) hr.nitijr 
frotn (In: C’ainnin of ilir Nlii(» ih.ii oiir »>r his piis- 
scnj^ris lijid a p,it‘:i( ninny l»«'olcs. inviicd ihc yoiiii); 
man (o mil upon liiin. “ Thr ( iovcnioi tuMini me 
with }>;rr;U C'iviluy, (howrd in<' his l.iln.iiy, which 
was a vriy lai(',t! one, niul we h.id a pood deal nl 
coiivnialion alioiic hooks and aniii<ns.'* In iIk; 
“Anlol)iop:ra()iiy I'lniilvlin icl.Krs how hr once 
clumped an tairmy inlo a /rieiid hy honowiiiii; a 
hook: "Ilavin}!: hcaitl ilia( he had in his l.ihiaiya 
certain vciy iVaicr and ciiiions Hook, 1 wrote anote 
to him, expredinp my defile <»(' prinfin}', that honk, 
and reiincninp he would tlo me the I’avoi of lending 
il to me for a few days, lie lent it iinineiliaiely, 
and f rcltnn'd it in ahniii a week with anolliei iinle 
cx[)reinng (Ironply my (enl’e of (he I'avni. When 
we next met in the I loiife In' (poke to me (which he 
Iiad never done before) and with jpeat i iv'ility, ami 
ho ever after nvanifcll'd a reailinels ui feive me on 
all oecafions, fo that we liecann' preai friends, ami 
oiir friendihip cinuimietl to his deaili.” 

Hefore younp Henjamiii imnh' the arranpemeiit 
with his brother James hy whieh he hope<l to ue- 
quire a library of his own lie heeame ae<iiiaiiUed 
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witli ;ni apiMfiuic't' in :i scroiul-haiul book store, 
whosi! I'oniuvimce In* soineliines borrowed 
ii hook, “:i I'mall one,” which he was caieful to 
rel'iirn soon and clean, oftcai sitlinjf up the grcaicr 
))ai( of the nip.hf so as to linish with it and he able 
to return it in the inoiniii); “lell it (hould ho milled 
or wantt!<i.'' 

Next (loot to l*alnier’s piintinj; house in London 
w;is a second-hand book eslahlishnient kept hy 
one Wilcox, with whom he arrani'ed “on certain 
realbnahle 'rernis,” to "take, read and return 
any of his hooks.” 

Kranklin had delinilc idoa.s as to the way in 
which hooks should he read. Tn a letter to his 
yonn^t friend, Miss Mary Stevenson, accompanying 
a gift of hooks, he. wrote: “1 woidd advife you to 
read with a Pen in y(nir Maud, and enter in a little 
Hf)ok Ihort Hints of what you (ind that is curious, 
01 that may he urefnl; foi this will be the hell 
method of imprintinjf fui-li Particulars in your 
Memory, where they will l)e ready, either for 
praiMice on loine future ocealion, if they arc mat- 
lets of utility, or at leall to adoin and improve 
your converfatioii, if they are rather points of 
euriolity. And ti.s many of the terms of Science 
are fnch, as you cannot have mot with in your 
common reading, ami may llierdorc he unac- 
quainted with, I think it woidd he well for you to 
have a good Dictioimry at hand, to confult imme- 
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(li.ilfly wlicii ynii iiicrl wiili .1 yuii 

< I iiMpi <')]('n<l llic piciilc Mf.iiiiiii; (»i. This) 
liist iVciii i uxihlclninr .itid tiilri niptiiip,; ht 
lumlilr dial will dailv diiiiinUli, as y<ui wil 
liiid Icfs and I('In (Kcaltmi |ui \iiiii I 
yoti a(<(iiaui(‘d wiili ilic rfiiii 

ill dll' nicMii lime you will n-.id wiili iiiori: 
laetioii, liet aiiiV will) tiioic iiinici tl andlii^r." 

I'l.mldin l>t>U)’lll lionks loi diril toiiU'lils 
dum foi dieii a|tpeaiamr, as will he seen 1: 
lollowinp, tpiolalioii liiiin a lellei wiilleii Id 
jaiiiiii \'aip;liaii in i/J's: "()iie can reareefoo, 
dnoli, widu)!!! ohri-tvinit die eve('tri\’e An 
nnnle ul'e of io pull up .t I'apiT of Vei'lVs i 
l*;impldei, a Pamphlet into an delavo, an 
Oelavo inio a Qiiaiio, wiili S( ahlmardiiij's, ’ 
hiiies, fpaile 'rides of eltapi<'is, and exoi'l) 
Maip.iiis, lo ftieh a Deipee, dial die Sellii 
Paper feeius now' die ohjeei, and piintiii^f 1 
only dn* Prrtenee, 1 ein lofe the e<»jiy of a 
in a lafe ('<imedy. Helwi*en ev'eiy hvo | 
is a w'hile f[iaee lapial lo aiioilier line. You 
a haw, I rliink, ajpiiidl Ihiu In-i.s hlowin/^ of 
(d make ir look fader; wliy noi oik* .i/jaiiill H 
selleis’ hlowinji; of Ikxiks to make them 
hiKyyi'-” 

A.s was to he e.vpeiaed, l‘’ranklin'.s own lih 
was a laiT'c one. 'Plio Rev. Dr. Manasseh (hi 
while on a visit to Philadelphia, railed to pay 
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icsiK’cis lo i)>. I'l.iiilJiii, .111(1 ill liis joiirmil Ik; 
gives liiis tlie lilu.ii y; “Al'h'i it wus dink 

we went iiili» ii“' ilniite. .mil lie iiiviii'd int; into 
his Lilnaiv. wliii li t'. Iii.rwile liis Study. li is n 
very laige I’liamhei, and hii'li-llnildial. The 
Walls ate ((•vt ic<l s'iili Iliiiik-Sliclves, lillcd with 
JInoks; helides ilieie aie imii laig.e Alcoves, ex- 
lending I'V" tliinls the l.eiigili ol' the (.'liainbcr, 
Jilleil in the l.iim' in.mnei. 1 |)iel'nine tins is ilic 
larged ami hy lat fite hell (nivaie lahrary in 
Aineriia.” 

I'’ratiklin made gid'' “I Imoks to the f/ihraiy 
Company ol IMiiladclpliia, llu; I Vnnsyjvaiiiii 
Academy, ^'ale ami llaiv.iid Colleges, and iho 
Universities ol' (il.e>)>ow ami Kdinhurgh (St. An- 
drews) and was iiiNiinmental in .'.eciiring contrihii- 
lions ol hooks (o otliei colleges, lie gav<; a li- 
brary of three liiindied hooks to ilie town of iM'aiik- 
lin in New Hampshire, and when a re(|ue.sf eamc 
from the towtv (»f hi.mklin in Massaehuselis fora 
hell to hang in the steejile of the meeting house 
he advised that he would send hooks instead of a 
bell, “Senfe being prcd'eitthlc to Sound.'’ 
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c: II A V. X X i [. 
ruhHc Si' rvice. 

lulious <»r l'\irr» A\n\ ftMul <>r hmnhir 
L'low ilu- Ih'Ihw ilu' l'‘iown‘^ nC Kinj^s: 

h.niki; tt> inv Sr.iis, I jui/t* ilir SwnMs (if Life, 
c> Ni/'Jn,'. I roiint, no I )aVK of Shife. 

left, I Wilke, I iliink, I ionienniirs lovi*, 
rr.ul, I wiiiis I fi'i lie, or I ioV(^; 
mient (o live, i oniem lo die unknown, 

)i(l ol'MvIell, .u'eountahle lo None, 

:ll WMS Pool RiclKud’.s ('onix'iition of life 
*ti‘i |U‘i'ii\;iin'iu rcl(‘a.sc from hiisiiicss cares. 

l''i:mIJiii it'lii'cd Ik; wrote to Ids friend 
iilladei t’oldeti of New York: “I have rc- 
1 lo a inoie qniel pari; of the Town, where l 
tiliiU!; iny old Accounts, and ho])e foon to be 
mailer ol iny own Time, and no longer, as 
ing lias il, al every one's call hut my own. 

. Thus yon Cei' I am in a fair way of having 
itM 'I'alks than Cucli as ( lhali like to give my- 
lul of enjoying whal f look upon as a great 
nefs, Leirure to read, lludy, make Kxjicri- 
, ami converfe al large, with Aich ingenious 
orlhy Men, as are pleaf'd to honor me with 
l''ricndndp or Acijuaintance, on fuch points 
y produci* fomething for the common Benefit 
nkind, uninterrupted by the little cares and 
,js of Hulinefs.” 

he was not to be jiermittcd to make use as 
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lie I'liiise ol’wliiit he ioiully lioped would h 
tiiiu'. On the coiUi.iiy, iin piojeet, pi 
scini-puhlie, Wiis pioposi-d hut that t 
tliuilirlu ol the piopiiseis st'eiiu; to have 
interest Henjaniin I'l.iidvlin in it. 

“'I'liere is no fiieli thiip;,’’ said Dr. 1; 
hhaiiklin, “as eaiiyinji; ihioiipji a [iidilio 
Piojeet without you aie eoiieeiiied in it, fi 
often alked hy ihofe to uiuun I piopole ft 
ui}>:, ‘ 1 lave you eoididied l•'laIdvlin on this Ih 
y\nd what does he think of ii.^' And whet 
ihein that 1 luiN'e not (fn|)polinjf it lather 
youi line), lliey <lo not ftihfetilie, hut fay, tli 
eonlider it. ’ 

hhanklin s seiviee to the piihlie hej!;nn w] 
the ajje of twenty, he patlieieil a nutnher 
younit; ftiends aiouiid him and e.stahlislu 
Junto, the fust Auierienn deh.ttiujt soeiet; 
the service endeil when, two thirds of a o 
later, at the ajje of eij»hiy-four, he fouiidi 
Pennsylvania Society lor PiomolintJ the Ain 
of Slavery. Peiwi'en tlu’se two events is i 
list of .set vices and aeliievements in the 
interest. No work iclatinit to KiankliiP 
would he complete without meiitioti of the 
importtmt of these .setviies and achiever 
allhonp:h want of spaci* in the pre.sent v( 
permits of no moie than the listing of the 
nanu'. 
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So far as (h<- holding of i)iihlir ollkcs is con- 
cerned, iManklin slated it lo he his lule “never to 
a(k, novel lefiife, or never refipi an ortice,’’ Ilis 
fiisl was lliat of Jiisiiee of I’caee wliieli, however, 
he did lesion, heeaiise he fell that he had not 
siinieienl !e>',al knowledjje (o (ill it adequately. 
Theolhei olliees lie held weie as follows: 

Cleik Pennsylvania Assembly 
Speaket Pennsylvania Assembly 
Member Philadelphia Common Council and, 
later, Aldeiman 
Postmaster of Philadelphia 
Deiiuiy Postmaster Ceneral for the Colonies 
Postmaster (loneral for the Colonies 
Delcj'afe to Albany eonvention to consider 
plans for a union of the Colonies 
Aetiiij' (Jcneral, Ikiuisyivania Militia 
Colonel, Pennsylvania Militia 
President Pennsylvania Ckmiinission of Safety 
Ckmimissioner to (kmtinental Army at Cam- 
bridge 

Commissioner to Canada 
Agent in ICngland for the Colonics (sixteen 
years) 

Member Secret (ktinmitiee of Correspondence 
Member Committee to draft I^cclaration of 
fndependenee 

Member Continental Congress 
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Prcsidcni IN’iiiif.) Iv;ini.i (.'niistii iiiiniinl Con 
vrniioii 

[Ittilcd Si;iu*s ('oinmissioiirr to I'lanco 
Uiiiii'd SioH's Minisici IMoiiipiUciitinry u 

Im.uh c* 

Uiiilrd Suites Cnmiuissinmi in Negotiate 
IN'iire wiili ( i’hmi Mi ii.iiii 
Mivsidenl ((inveiiim) nf l*riiiisylv,inia 

K(|ii:illy inipoiianl with llic lioldiiig of piihlk 
olliif was l''|•ilnklil^s sriviir of .m itiinllicial kind, 
'I’lu* iiioif ini)MH(.mi ol iliese aihievi'iiuMU's, in 
addition to ihc two already nu'iitioiieil, wtao as 
follows : 

l''oitiided llie Anieiicaii IMiilo.sopliieal So- 
ciety (First President) 

Founded the l'liiladel|thia l.iluaiy, upon 
wliieh is hastal oiir piihFu' lihraiy system 
I'ounded the Ihiiveisity of i'('iinsylvania 
l'‘oiin(led the Mliiladelplii.i File ('oni[)any 
Helped to found the I'hiladelpiiia I los(>it'al 
Tnlroduceil the haskei willow 
Introduced siieel paviiij;, cleaninjf, and ligiitiiig 
Reformed the night' watch 
I’roinoied use of plaster 
Froinoted use of mineral let tili/ers 
Promoted cult tire of silk 

Advocafi'd hnilding of ships with water-tight 
coni|)artnient.s 
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Kvfiil u.illy lir In In i ili;U hr \v:is idrnii- 

fyiiij^ liiiii' i'li lo ii»» with jiliilan- 

ihioi'ic pHijcil:., hn wIkmi tlir kcvrn'iid (iilhrrt 
'rciinrnt c.tmr t** Idni with a ir(|(U'.s| inr assisiaiU'C 
iiu'icrliuji a nrsv mrriinj* hcuisr hr said, “ I (jiwilliiig 
to itiakr Mylrll <liiaj',irtMhlr, In iny Irllow-O.li/SMIS 
hy loo Irriinrnl ly (nlirii iny, iludi' C oiiiiihiilioiis, I 
alifoliiudy K'lnl'M.” Mr did, howrvn, j'ivr ad- 
virr In ihr trvrirud Mtlirilni.as (n how (o pi'orcrd, 
whiMi was InllowrtI In siirrt'ss. 

This atiiiiidr n| mind is rmlhri illustrated hy 
the lollowinj'; (|ti(Uaiion I'lom his stairmenl in the 
"Auiol)iny,iai)hy ” in iry,aid In tin; founding of the 
IVnnsylv.mia Academy whiidi later heranic the 
University of Pennsylvania. “In the Introduc- 
tion of ilu'le piopol'als, 1 I'lat’d their puhlieation, 
tot as an Act of mine, hui of lome puhlic-fpiritcd 
neiitlemen, avnidinj', ;is much as 1 could, according 
to my tifual Rule, the |)refrnting Myfelf to the 
Puhlic as ih(' aulhor of any Scheme for their 
heneiir.’’ 

Mis inventions come properly within the catalog 
of piihlic set vice for the reason that he took out no 
patents, lie declined ( Jovernor Thomas’ offer to 
give him a patent on the Pennsylvania fireplace, 
saying “that as wt^ enjoy great Advantages from 
the Inveniinns of others, we Humid he glad of an 
()j)|)ou unity to ferve others by an Invention of 
ouis; and this we Ilumhl do freely and gcncroufly.’^ 
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MdsI ()l his in\ (•nl if m . weir ii( ,1 iiuiii)i ( liMi.irtci' 
(rmliii/f incicly td c diivf'tiiciM c fH cdinldii (siicli 
;is till' t il, til wliiili liiinctl dvi'i :iiit| lici.iint' :i slqi 
l;i(l(l('i) rM'iiipIilN itii' lii'. Mittcinciit ih.it "liitninn 
IVlirity is |iidilinM not lo inin li l»v i;it'.it picics of 
jMiod roiiimi' tli.tl li'ltlom li.ippt'ii .1'. Iiy lilllo ii(h 
viintiipi's th:it dutii fVt'iv il;i>." Ilu' more iiii- 
portal It til liis in \ I'liiidii'. .iic the lolldwin/': 

l.ipjitiiiii)', idtl 
I'l.mlJiti stove 
Siudkt'li'ss i liimiii'y 
hi-ldial Ivii’i hit spoil. ii'lt's 
lin|)iov('<l arnidiiii .1 

,'\ p;trf of I‘‘iaiikliii’.'. piihlii* M'lviie ifsiilli'd iVom 
his deep iiiteiest in and his (oiea.int study of 
medieine. Iso inipoii.ini weie his iitniiilnilions 
lo medieal lilei.itiiie that a voinnn- on "'I'he Mod- 
ieal Side of I'lankliii, ” hy l)i. Willi. im Pepper, 
ha.s been puhlished. 

lie pioposed, anioiii; oiiici iiiitdvaiions, ji new 
theory of eolds that met with miuh opposition 
helbre heinj,' (imilly tidoptetl. Ilis eoniiiluicioiis 
on lh(' .siilijeel of veiitilaiion hail miieh the satiu; 
experieiiee, !tlriidn)'.h he eame event iially to he 
.so h4>;hly ii'ii;. tided a.s an aiilhmity on the siih- 
jeet that the ii;oveininenl of Mtij'jand eonsiilted 
him ahoiii (he veiitilaiion ol' the House of Com- 


mons. 
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l)i. IVpiii-i s;iys (li.il I'laiilvliirs “lotlors oil Iciul 
poisonin}', •lie woiulrihil and would have been a 
eredit to any i>by:-i(ian of dial aj.^e,” One «iieii 
dial inid leCeieme to |)iin(iii|i: was addiessed Lo 
|}eiijaiiiiii Vaiij'.ii'iii mid is in pnii as (dllows: 

'* 1 lIu’m' idiind a I’laeliee I bad never iVcn before, 
of lir.yiiiK ;i ^'idV of 'I'ypes (which are weL in dif- 
uibiiiion) liy iilacioj' it llopinj', before the lire. I 
found ibis b.id die additional Advantage, wlien the 
'i'y|)(;s were not only dii’d but heat’d, of being 
eoinlin taiile to the I lands woibing over them in 
eohl VVeailier.^ 1 iberefoie fometimes hetiL’d niy 
t^ife when flu* 'I'ypes did not want diying, JUit an 
old workman, obfmving it', advif’d me not to do 
fo, telling, me I mtjdtt lofe the. ufe of my Ibmcls by 
it, as two ol' our ( a)ni|>anions had nearly done, 
one of whom that ul’ed fo earn his (luinea a week, 
could not then make more, than fen Shillings and 
the other, who bad the Danjdes, but (even and 
lixpence. 'I'his, with a kind ofobseitro Ikiin, that 
1 bad fometimes felt, as it were in the Hones of 
my Hand when woiking over the 'I'ypcs made 
very liot, induced me to omit the Hraetice,” 

Idanklin was not a giaduate. of a medical 
school, hut was a member of several medical 
societies, and he did treat people for various ills. 
Many of the most prominent medical men ol 
y\merica and I'airope were his intimate companions 
iind valued corre.sjiondents, and many medical 
works weie dedicated lo him. 
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i'll A l\ X X M I. 

**()ur‘' In'iijtiniin !''/•(/ nk/iu. 
Ol'X'AUSIC til thf wiilr i.iiii’i’ (il !ii', •«> inpathios, 

asionisliiii)* fiifij'v .iitil iiitlii'.ny iliui per- 
viulcti Ills loll)’, lilV, .tiitl iil’hi-. iiKt m nI in ilu* ariivi- 
IK'S tif nt'aily all tlu* r.icai iimv finfiii'. nf Ins ccn- 
tiiiy, inaiikitui Inn. n)an\ tl.iiin^ npnn ilm lifriui|ic 
left hy llu' wtiit!.'. anti tlt tal'. til iM'iiianiin l ianklin. 
I am rninly tif iln- liflifl, ImwiM t, that \vf of ihe 
])rinl'in|' and pnhli'.litni' tiali liaM' lii-.t ilaiin in 
that icspci't, liii wIiatt'M'i ilu- many anil rtanaik- 
abli* acliii'Vi’int’iit!. lliai (nuk hini intu tiilua lields 
in widt h ho lotcivotl wt'lnMiu- ami ai i laiin, his in- 
loicsi. in piiiuinj', novi-i It '. ii iifil 
VVhon in I'iiij'laml, as aj'.i tit Im iho (’tili)nios, he 
wonl till Dtif tutasinii tti Wall’;, pliniinp, niruo, and 
aocordinji; in tin; “ Mniitiiis” id' hi . riifiid Siialian, 
•smij'lu <'iil a paiiit nlai pir'.-. anil ili-.i.i'.italfii it as 
iho 1)110 npiin widt h ho umkotl a*, a jiinmoyinan 
printor. Dniinp, his .imhassailni .hip ai Paiis, he 
visited ihe ramniis piinlinj' In nisi' nf l)itliii, and 
takii)}' hiiltl til tint* 111 iho pirs'.f. wiih easy l.nidliai” 
i(y, jiiiniod nil' st'voial sliooii.. 'I'n ihe Maided 
piinloi's wht) iihsoiveil ihe poirnimante, he said: 
"Dn nol ho adiudlhed, Siis, ii is my I’nimer Ihili- 
nel's.” 

'I'd aekntiwlodj'o Inivinj; heeii a ii.tdesinan was, 
in iho oirele in l‘'ient'h 'anieiy in width he mnvcil, 
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;,lmnsi 1'» :u'tTj»t uu'tnlun-ship in ilic lower orders, 
|i„( Kiimklin novel liositaled lo speak of hls early 
expel Inu os. A I dinner <inc day in Paris in the 
picsem e of a dislinKnished company he addressed 
a yonup, p.enlUnnan jus( ariivcd from Philadelphia, 
wilh the statemeni; tlnH he had always felt an obli- 
(raiion lo I In' yonnp man’.s lamily because his grand- 
liilher laid been one ol the lirsi of his customers. 

in a leiiei lo William Stralmn, dated 1784, near 
the. cloM' of bis life, a pniagraph is written enter- 
laininj’ly in pi inlinp. leiins. It is as follows: 


"Uni let m; leave ihese Icrious Relleiilions and 
conveil'e with oiir nfnal Plcarantry. T remember 
vour obfeiviiij' once to me a.s we fat together in 
ihe 1 lonfe of Commons, ihat no two Journeymen 
Piiniers, willdn onr Knowledge, had met with 
fiich Suecefs in ilic Worhl as ourfelves. You were 
(hen al ibe bead of your Profellion, andfoon after- 
Wiiid'i became :i Member of Parliament. I was an 
Auenl lor a few Piovinccs, and now act for them 
all Uni wi' have lifcn by different Modes. I, as 
kepnblie.m Piinlei, always liked a Form well 
plain'd do\Mi; being aveife lo thole overbepmg 
Irliei". ibat bold ibeir Meads lo high, as to hinder 
(heir Neigbbonrs from appearing. You, as a 
Monaivbill . cbofe lo work upon Crown Paper, and 
h,„p,i it prolitable, while I work d yx\m\propams 
(often indeed isill’d F(«»ls Cap) with no lefs ad- 
vaniage. Uolb onr Heaps bold out very well, 
mid we leem likely to make a preily 
Work of it. With regard to Public Allairs (to 
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cotitiiuir in tin' llilr), it lorins to im- dial the 
t’(iinpoliti)i:< ill \<>in rha|ii'l do not lall oil ihdr 
Chipy WH'll, nor [iciU'idv imdci'.i.iiid I nmolinji; 
tiu'ir Komis, too, .iic lotiiimtally (irlti'i’d t»y iho 
Outs and I )onlih's, ili.it .or not imI\ to lu* idi ivOli'il. 
And 1 think tlmy wvo' wionj; in I.ivinj; alidc some 
K'ai'cs, and p.iiiii nl.iily u'li.dn I Ic.id-picci's, dial 
wiuild liavi' liccn both nitinl and oinaniciual. 
lint t’ouiajif! Kill' lininu'l:. may llill lloniilli with 
1^00(1 Manat'Oiin'iit ; and the Mallei hetoine ,is tic|\ 
as any of the ( 'onipany.” 

In a letlei to No.di Weh'.tei d.iteil the d.iy .dlei' 
C'hrislinas, ly.^o, lie ai knowledp.es leu'ipt of that 
andior’s " OiHVitations on tlie I'.nj'.lilli l..nijpia)!;e" 
and lakes oeeasioti to make a nnmlier of oh-.m va- 
tions lelaliiiK to wrilitii!; ami ptintini';. One point 
he hi'iiiiis out is that inlet io|;at ion mai ks should he 
jilaeed af the hep,innin>j of a 'ienienee instead of 
at the emi, so that one leading aloud would know 
how to niodiilate the voiee. It was !■ r.tnkliii's 
praetiee usually to eapilali/e all impoitant words, 
:nu! he therefore takes oeeasioti to depiei.ite the 
fj;rowin|,'; (iiaetiee of lesti ii tiiij; isipiials to proper 
words. 'The lettei p.oesoii (ost.iti': 

'‘l''roin the fame Kondiiels for an even and niii- 
foriii Appeaianee of t’liaiaeteis iti ilie lane, the 
I’rinieis have of late h.inilhed .dio the It, die iVnes, 
in wiiii'li VVoids o( Impoit.tnce to he aili'iideti to 
in the Seiife of the Senteiiee, and W'otds on wliiih 
an Ktiiidialis Ihoiild he put in Reading;, tiled to ho 
priiUeti. And lately, another Kiiney lias indiie’d 
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‘•rinti’is 10 ulc ihr. Iliorl loiitul s, inRcaclof the 


\o\\\\ onr, whirh Inniu'rty Tim v<‘(l well to (tisiingiiish a 
\V(>i'<l I't'iiilily by ilM Viiiioul appearance. Certainly, 
the oinillinf', this prominent' l.etler makes the Line 
appeal inori’ even, hui lenders it lefs immediately 
iejdble; as the [larinp; all Men’s Nolc.s might I’mooth 
and level their Kaees, hut woidd lender their 
i‘hvli"Pdn'>*''‘‘‘’ tlillinguilhahle. 

'* Aild to all thele Impmvemenls backwards, an- 
other modem lAmey, that grey 1 ‘rinling is more 
iHMiiiirnl than black; hence the Knglilh new Books 
are printed in To dim a Character, as to he read with 
'dillicnlty by ol<l Kyes, nnlels in a very Stiong Light 
and with g.ood ’( llallVs, Whoever compares a 
Vohime or file ’ ( lentle.imin's Magazine,’ print’d be- 
tween the Years 17.I' i»id ty^jo with one of thofc 
nrinl’rl in the last ten Years, will heconvinc dot the 
nu.'li I "f l’*;i-l'l>innty tiivcn by Mkck 

Ink than by grey. Lord (..hellcrlield nleafantly 
remark’d this IMllerenee to Kaulkener, the Printer 
of the Dublin Journal, who was vainly making 
I' licoinimns on his own I’apc‘i‘, a.s the moll (.omplcte 
(,r anv in the World; But, Mr. Kaulkener, said my 
l,oni; don’t yon think it might he Hill larthcr im- 
mov’il by uling Paper and Ink not: (inile loncaroi a 
Colour?' Kor all thele Rt'alnns 1 eanmit hut widi 
I'liai om Ametiean Piinters would m their lulilions 
avoid thele laiuied Impinvcments, and thereby 
remlei their Works more agreeable to 
luirope, to the g.reat advance ol mir Bookldhng 

Commerce." 

He fell strongly npon the, matter of the misuse 
of capitals and italics. According to I rofessor 
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Smyili, “lu’ WKHf (tt ihr |tiiniri Wtindiall, onc'los^ 
in)!; a rotiliibutidii to lii'« p.ipci, askinjr liitii to lake 
nuT llial lh<; I’oiiiposiior oliscivi-d siiiitly the 
Italickinji, (’apitallinji ami Poiniiii.t'!'’ And he 
told his SOI) that his ” I'alifi of tin* Kinj; id' I’nillla” 
had Ikt)) ropiintn! in (lu'“l,<tn(ion Chionii h‘,”''lMii 
snipped of all the ('apii.illinj' ainl 1 talic kinjf that 
intimate the alhilions and niaik the einphalis of 
written dilVonilVs, to lnin>' iln'iu as neai as iinllihlc 
to thole Ipoken. I’lintinp, I'inh a piei e all in one 
even rm;ill ('haiadei, reents to me like ii*peating 
one (d' VVhilelield's Seimotis in the Monotony ofa 
Tehool hoy." 

Amonj' the nieinotial seiviees held alua I’laiik- 
lin’s death, the pait pkiyed hy tin' piinteis<d’ Ikiris 
ij) the ineelinj's held in that eity is wniihy of 
([notation heiv: " Thi'y assemhh'd in a laiffe hall, 
in whieh theie was a coin inn siminnmteil Ity a hiistof 
Kninktin, with a eivic eiown. Helow tin' host were 
iirrayed printers’ easi's and tv|H‘s, with a pi ess, and 
all (he appanitns (d' the art, whieh tin* pliilosoplier 
had praelieed with sneh disiinp.uished sueeess. 
While one of the IValeiniiy pionoimeed a eitinj'yon 
Franklin, seveial piinleis wei<‘ employ, ed in eoin» 
posinji; it at the eases; and, ari somi .is it was finished, 
impressions of it were taken, and disi lilnited to the 
larjte eoiuomse <d‘ people, who had hern di.iwii In- 
gctlu'r as .spec t.itois td” the ^ eieninny." 

The lanions epitaph w,i . w litiiai v.hen llie author 
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w;iH t\vni(y-l\v<» yciiis of i)iit waN never used, 
the )'.i;ivc in the old eeinriny in i’hiladelphia being 
mnibed only by a simple sione giving the bare facts 
of bis life. 'I'iie ei)iiaph tead.s: 

’I'llK ItODY 
oi>' 

UKNJAMIN l-UANKI.IN 
I'RINTKR 

(MKr; Tm' cnviut ok an old book, 

n>i OONTI-NT.H TORN OUT, 
and .Tl'IUl'T OK IT.4 l.KTTKRINCt AND GILDING,) 
I.II-a IIKUH, KOO!) FOR WORMS, 
mi t TUI' WORK. .SIIAl.l. NOT Hli LOST, 

('OR IT WILL (ah lUi UlU.IHVUn) AI'RHAR ONCU MORE, 
IN A NEW AND MORE ELECiANT EDITION 
REVIHHI) AND CORRECTED 
BY 

THE AUTHOR 

Wlien lie wroie his will in the closing days of his 
life ii began, "1, Ih’iijamln Kianklin, of Phihulel- 
phia, Print er, late Minisier P(cni|)otcntiary from 
the Ihiiietl Stales of America fo the Court of 
Prance, " etc. 

iManklin sial ticH have been erected in most of the 
lurg.e cities of America, and his bust has a place in 
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the clccoriilion of mIiooI Ihmiscs miuI oiIum' ))iihlic; 
hiiildin^^s j'riu't'.illy llu(>uj’h"<il the l.iiul, hvciy 
year in every iuii»ni tani Aineiir.m city liin hiiilulay 
is cclchrafed hy mei'iiiij;s and li.m(|iici‘> ol meinhors 
of societies of atlveilisiii}; men, pidiiisluas, and 
piinters. Printeis claim liim as ihcii own hy the 
stateanent that he is iheii "(tairon saint." 

Henjamin I'lanklin died Apiil 17, lyoti, at the 
at^e of eijijhly-lonr years ami three months, at lus 
home in IMiihidelphia, sntionnded hy Ids Cainily 
and luatr I’liends. I'oiir days lat('r he was l>nried 
in C’lirisi (.’hnreh hniial jp<tnnd. at Kifth and Aieh 
streets, in I’hilttdelphia. In (he fimetal [tio- 
eession, licaded hy (he eleij'.y of the city, were the 
chief memhers of the exeentivt*, Icj'islative, ;nid 
judieiiil (lepaKini'iits of the jvivernment, and 
(ticcordinj; to (he "(la/.ctte of the United States," 
of April :iS, I7<)()) "the Mayor and t’orporiitinu 
of the (’ity of Philadelphia, (he Piinters of tiu; 
city, with their Jtnirneymen and .A [ipi entices, 
the IMdIosophieal Society, (he (adh'j'col’ Physii'iiins, 
the (’ineinnaii, the ('oilei'C <tl Phihidelphia, sun- 
dry other Sticieties tojf<'(her with a mtiueroiis 
and respectahle body ttf t’iti/cns." ‘Phe tieconnt 
in the “( Jii/ette ’’ continues; 

"'Phe eoneonrse of speetatoi's was ^petiter than 
ever was known (m a like occasion. It is com- 
puted that not less than ,;o,fx>n peisons attended 
iind witnessed the funeral, 'I'he onler atul si- 
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lence vvhU'lt picvailecl, during the Procession, 
deeply evineed the hcarlfelt sense, entertained 
hy all elasscs of eili/.ons, of the unparalleled vir- 
tues, talents, aiul services of the deceased.” 

'Pile giave in Christ Church burial giound is 
unmarked hy :i momimcnl of any kind. Sim- 
plicity vvas the keynote of all the events of his 
loiift :m<' useful life, and simplicity characterizes 
the linal resting place of his earthly lemains. 
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